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| God forbid I ſhou d glory in any | A 


— 


To the Engliſh Catholick 
Ladies, Devotes of the 
Holy Croſs. "i 


een 


E Pig for which you 
= are celebrated in For- 


reign Countries, has been 
the powerful Motive that drew 
Philothea from her Native 
Spain, to paſs into England, und 
render you this Viſit at nur own. 
Home ; and the deſire of a more 
particular acquaintance, than ſhe 
could poſſibly receive from the 
mouth of Fame, has made ber in- 
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IT he Preface. 
duſtrious i in learning our Engliſh ' 


Tongue. Such marks,as theſe, of | 


curtofity and eſteem, are extraordi- 


nary in Perſons of that Nation; 
who are bred up in the Opinion, 
that whatſoever is excellent 1s en- 


cloſed within the large extent of 


their own Dominions; and tis an 


| Honour for which all this Kingdom 


i indebted to ou, who by the Repu- 
tation of your Piety have been able 


to perſuade A Spatuard, that this | 


colder Climate is enriched with 
 fucha J. yeaſt ure » of true Chriſtian 
Zealias far ſurpaſſes their weal- 
tby ben of Peru and Mexico. 


But what effetts are zmpoſſible to 
1 fo ngular Devotion 2 


Phi- 
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Philothea's Quality iu ſuch, 
at may every where entitle ber to 
' | have acceſs; and her Converſe 
3 tion ſo Agrceable, as will be apt to 

create a deſire of her Company, | 

The recital of her Adventures, (if 

I may be permitted to uſe that ex- 
3 preſſun,in a Subject wholly Seri- 
| |} ow) will inſtruct, as well as 

F pleaſe for, ibo it has ſomewhat 
. V7 the air of a Novel, yet it wants. 
- 7 nothing but the Vanity of it, to 
make it as Di verting. confeſs the. 
very thought of. a Novel ſeems. 
profane in a Treatiſe of. this na- 
a ture; but if the beginning decei vet. 
you into the thoughts of being led 

„ into one of thoſe fal labyrinth; 
8 you'll inſenſibly loſe that opinion, 

A3- and. 
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dal ſan 
dur impoſſible to treat of tbe moſt 
Fu Thmgs in ſuch a manner, as 
ma render the 


ot "bf, Profitable, e oy 
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Ke Prefice. 
be comvinced' that it ts 


ruſal of chem 


are Deligluful. | 
Your Converſation wit] be with 


a Lady of Quality, Young, Bean- © 


ful, of a Great Wit, and admij- 
red for all theſe e advantages, 'of 

which ſhe is very ſenſible ;; 5 Per- | 
fecily well knowing herſelf to be 

the moſt ſans 4 — | 
that Country, Hut this youthful | 
Pride, and V yz had a mixture | 
of ſons Vertuous ——— whieh- | 
proved to be he Sedo, from when 


ſprung her future Santlity. Vu l. 
Je her uy attachment to the 


World, 


1 


S JF f TS 


half mw in — the 


| "THE n of 


way to Heaven with her love 


of the World. 4d [may al. 
I fr 2 
er enn Ge 


With! great 


dexterity, 
bam in her Kepartzes aud 


N Eveſins; ant ferving be . of 


all {cb Arguments a 

755 to ber — — 
thoughts of many others ; © 1 
rakes m bad defence in a 
that is no very good. But, at tength, 


after an ob ſtinate diſpune;pnanaged 
on her frde with aft a the: l 


cunning, 


The Preface: 


cunning; and addreſs that a youth- 
ful Pa {ſn ton to the Vanities of this 
World coud inſpire into a Soul 
extremely ſuſceptible of thoſe im- 
preſſions; ſhe yields to more pow- 
erful Reaſons. But the accompliſh- 
ment of this happy Work, is re- 
rod for the Second Part, with 
which ſhell entertain you hereaf- 
ter. In the mean time, I flatter my 
ſelf with the thoughts;that I ſhall 
not have grven your devout Sex an 
occafion to repent the beginning of 
gour acquaintance with this Spa- 
niſh Devote ; and perhaps this 
fo - knowledg of her, will not be 
ſagreeable, nor ber humour 
fi — ociable, as to leave % 
without having ferſt touch d your 


hearts 


The Preface. 
bearts with 4 deſire to hear the 
fi Life ar ſoou _ 
can be prepared to 
Cafe after 1. 5 pains 2 
has taken to entertain you with the 
(Snus of "8b; 

But, if Philothea's Conver- 
favion, has the good fortune to be 
ad van N. N as well as delight- 
ful to vou; I'm well aſſured that 

ſhe, in e turn, will be ſurpri- 
frigly oharm d mah yours, and 
find the difficulties of her journey. 
hither, recompenſed above her ex- 
vg when fhe ſees that the 

Fame of your Hiety come q inff· 
vitely ſhort of what really admins 
your Souls; and admiring ty beholds 
that 8 of Santtity (which 


once 


The Preface: by 
once was the Glory of this Iſland, 
above all other Nations, and as 
Drfuſrve as your Sex was Nume- 
row) ſtill preſerved entire in 4 
ſmall Remnant, and that too bu- 
ried in obſcurity, through the miſ- 
fortunes of the times; tho perhaps 
more vigoroui, by its confinement 
within the narrow limite, to which 
it bas pleas'd the Almighty Hand 
of God to reduce the ſmall, member 
of thoſe Plants which He has cho- 
ſen for himſelf. 

Now I've done my part to- 
wards the commencement of an 
Acquaintance between Perſons of 
ſingular Piety, which I hope will 
grow into a laſting Friendſhip, to 
their mutual ſatisfaftion,and im 
| * 


The Preface. 
| provement in that neceſſary Science 
| which ought to be the conſtant im- 
x ployment of every Chriſtian.” Ill 
. return to my preſent Works. with 


this aſſurance, that, whilſt I la- 
bour for a ſecond interview, Phi- 
lothea (who is het an abſolute 


„ Strayer) will have gain d, in 
h this, Jo much upon your efteem,as 
4 to give the continuation of ber 
bh life, without bluſhing at her Faults 


and Imperfections ſhe has ſo can- 
adly diſcover d in the firſt ace 
count f it. The blame of the 
Language muſt wholly reſt upon 
the too indi ſcreet Zeal of the T ran- 
flator ; who;thro' the adyantageous 
opinion he had, Wc, "5 
i” concei ved of this Devote, judg'd, 
-44 that, notwubſtanding ſome imper- 
- fections 


The Preface. 


feftions'; En bur Lan uage, which 
8 cam 1 75 —— 
the Importance of _t (tho 
bat paſſably well deli ver d won d 
at once. bo ver trans greſſums, 
ant endear this Lady to jour 
feBtons, "whoſe. converſation has 
bren highly” prix d by . thoſe of 
her own. Cn . The confudence 
that it won * no leſs welcome 
here, was the Motive why he pre- 
ſumd that, notwithſtanding the 
many Bloniſhes thut may have oc 
curr d in the manner of eltver- || © 
ing it, jet the *uncomman excel- || | 
lency ft the Matter would render 
70 acceptable to thoſe Laties who 
are true Deyotes of the Croſs, 
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The 2 Fast 2 Siffers £ 
'Philothea,: and her ar to the 
- Hoby Tomple'of the Crols. 4 4 en 9 


N one of thoſe! Countries TY 
bited by the Race of Adam (a 
People unhappy through the 
Crime of their firſt Progenitor, 

= had entail'd upon them a laſt- 

ing Inheritance of Tears and Miſe- 
ries) flouriſhed the Ancient City of 

Vt" Tharfis, famous, not only for its 

I Greatneſs and wealthy Commerce 

. that enriches thoſe Countries; but 


H. 1 B * 


* A Pilgrimage to the 

for its Neatneſs, and the more than 
humane Induſtry with which its In- 
Habitants, by different ways, labour 
tO find out ſome Conſola ation for 


«Calamity into Del ht, and cheir 
Puniſhment and Light, a into miat- 
ter of Honour and Reward. 
Philomenas (a Perſon of Quality, 
and much reſpected by that Nation: % 
and a Man to whom Fortune had 
been liberal of Wealth; and Nature 
very bountiful of the Giſts within 
her power) lived in this City. His 
CTA Wife Dorothea left him three 
Female Pledges of their Marria 
who in the flower of their Age, 2 
led the Eyes of all the Young Gen- 
tlemen of the City with the Luſtre 
of their ſurprizing Beauty. The 
Principal of theſe three charmi 
Taos: and. cauſe of jealouſie in 
'all the fair Ladies of Than, was 
Phllothea : She was Born on the Day 
hen the Church ſolemniſes the Fe- 
ſtival of the Inwertion of the Holy __ 
N « et er 


Ge! of the Cole N 


1 Her Wit, Judgment, Prudence, and 
= eee ty had always 
E- | ravih'd her Parents 10 Joy, Plea- 
> fare, and Satisfaction, 

& | 'The ſecond. was call'd' Honeria, 


not unſuitably 
her Nature; which Was Ambitious 
of Honours, Grandeur, Riches, and 
4% Temporal Felicities: Pride, and vain 
3 Apps 85 20 the entire Poſſeſ⸗ 


| "eh TY $a: Sd Hara; 2 
Name which Was a lively repreſen- 
tation of her Humour; which was 


to paß her time merrihy, 555 hate 
Wo 1 b contrive . Wag. Nenter- 


to the propenſity of 


r. ell 17 5 „ plaging, er 3 


1 the enj mou of 
che e 8 1720 — "ee Be erer 


Which l is:tranſitory affords. 
The eldeſt 150 als = three, Was, 
without, all diſpute, oft: cele- 
gen and accompliſh'd, 3 (he FOG” | 
eſt; mult not always be the Graces 
Dans 5 dictamens of her Rea- 
ſon were more generous and ſolid, 
and her Diſcourſe more witty ; in che 
whole compoſu reofherPerfon ſhe was 
15 B 2 their 
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1 4 Pilgrimage to as 


their Superior, and her Soul was 
enrich'd with Inclinations of a Di- 


viner Nature. God had given her 


ſome Lights to win her to. himſelf. 
but ſhe eicher unden Bat cheir 
meaning ,” or elſe made reſiſtance. 
The ane of her Years; the lu- 
Aire of Gold ind' of her own Beauty, 
the Happineſs of her condition, and 
the Riches to which ſhe was Hei reſs, 
had abſolute poſſeſſion of her Wea: : 
To conclude, this othetwiſe diſcreet 
Lady, was exteriorly virtuousenough, | 
= inwardly bemghited and decei- 
v 
The Father of theſe three Ladies 
uſed t0 give chem liberty tp divert 
themſelves! for ſome Fin 8 5 'of 
his Country Seats, hi was beau- 
tify'd with ſeveral pleaſant Gardens, 
and was one of the moſt deli heful 
and a ble, in all that fair C 
25h the, Garden Walls, oY 
| pleah ng Meadows” 'careleſly 
Fant d dem elves in ſuch a faſhion 
as Open 'd a large enamell'd Plain, 
Wet th to the- very skirts of a 
ick ſet with or. . 
Ta- 
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Chapptl of the Croß. 5 


Land, and was the only place of 
Ornament and Recreation about 


that populcus City 


_ . 


It was on tel Feaſt | of the Holy 


Croſs celebrated in May, a ſeaſon in 


which the Spring ſeems” to produce 


Flowers for no other purpoſe than to 


crown her ſelf; when theſe Three fair 
Siſters, with a ſmall retinue, early in 
the Morning iffned from their Habi- 


tation; and after they had paſſed 


thro' ſeveral Allies belonging to the 
Gardens, a croſs Way (whether per-- 
mitted, or, as it is natural to Man- 
kind to think any Incloſure an Im- 
priſonment) invited them to quit the 
Garden for the Fields, which look d 
towards the great Wood. | 
Philothea reflecting on the Feftival 
of the Day, and on her own Name, 
faid to her Siſters, Honoria and Hila- 


ria, that ſince Time and Devotion 


invited, it wow'd be very proper for 
them to go together to pay their 
Devotions at the Foot of the Croſs. 
of Feſut, in the Chappel of an Her- 
mitage that ſtood in the inmoſt Re- 
<> $ta6t+ B 3  cefles 


extended it ſelf over a huge tract of 
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6 A Pilgrimage to tbe 
ceſſes of that Grove; the Myſtery of 
which gave that Name and Dedica- 
tion to the Church: TO do this, 
wou d render their Recreation, Vir- 
tuous, their Wearineſs, Meritorious, 
and their Walk, in ſo pleaſant a Sea- 
fon of the Year, an act of Devotion. 
To this Honoria reply'd, that it 
miſ-befeem'd their Quality to go 
thither with ſo ſlender a Train; and 
that it wasimprudent, out ofa whim- 
ſical humour of Devotion, to hazard, 
if not loſe, the credit due to their 
Quality ; for it might happen that, 
out of the ſame devout Fit, there 
might be a concourſe of all the No- 
bility of Tharſis, who wou'd take no- 
tice of their ſlender Equipage, and 
Careleſneſs of their Dreſs; from 
which inconſiderate Propoſal, and 
leſs ſucceſsful Pilgrimage, nothing 
wou'd be gain'd but Diſhonour, De- 
riſion, and Diſ-eſte m. 
Hilaria was of the {ſame mind with 
Honoria, but upon different Motives; 
and, to the Fatigue of the Journey, 
added the trouble of Melancholy 
and Solitude; that, ſince they walk d 
175 b abroad 


Chappel of the Croſs, 7 


of abroad for their Recreation, it would 
ca- be inconvenient to undertake a tire- 
us, ſome Pilgrimage, whence no other 

i- Fruit cou d be gather d but. Sadneſs, 
us, and a diſquiet Mind. She did not 
ea- believe that any wou d trouble them- 

on. * felves to come from Tharſzs. to that 


Chappel, the City being furniſhed - 
with many others, where, with grea- 
ter Accommodation, they might ſa-. 
tisfie the Devotion due: to that. Day : 
Nevertheleſs to make a Journey to 
that Church wou'd be laborious and 
painful, without the leaſt Pleaſure or 
Recreation. 

The diſcreet Philothea re- aſſumed 
her Diſcourſe, to perſwade her Si- 
ſters to bear her Company in her in- 
tended Viſit to the Holy Chappel of 
the Croſs ; alledging that their known 
Quality ſtood not in need of any 
greater Pomp than what already at- 
tended them; neither .ought we to 


ith preſent our ſelves before the Divine 

es; FF Majeſty in his holy Churches with - 
ey, Pride and Vanity, but a devout Hu- 
ol mility, and decent Attendance. Nor 


40 wou d the Weariſomneſs, that ſo 
Rad D 4 much 


8 4 Pilgrimage to the 

much terrified Hilaria, prove greater 
in viſiting the Croſs, than wou d riſe 
from her beloved Recreation; if we 
ſhould tire our ſelves, dear Siſters, 
purſued ſhe, with roving about the 
Fields, how much more advanta- 
geous wou'd it be to contract the 
wearineſs from a ſhort Journey to the 
Chappel of the Croſs? The ſame 
ſteps will carry us to good and evil, 
and the only changing our Intentions 
will but too well recompenſe the 
toil, in becoming a remedy for our 
Offences, by an end full of Merit 
and Succeſs. What greater advan- 
tage can Hilaria find in her vain. Pa- 
ſtime than in this pious Exerciſe?If it 
will coſt us Two Thouſand Paces 
to ſtart a ſatisfaction we ſhall never 
be in a ſteady Poſſeſſion of ; had we 
not better purſue that Merit which 
we ſhall moſt afſuredly-gain, with a 
much greater Joy and:Þelight than 
we now propoſe? Neither the 


thoughts of thy Quality which de- 


tain thee Honoria, nor the imaginary 
Labour which frightens thee Hilaria, 
ought to retard you when the Ver- 


ror. is T1 tuouſneſs 


Y chap . C. „ 
waouſneſs of the Action, and the 


Authority of your Eldeff Siſter bid 


you obey. 


The two Siſters, after ſome other 


Arguments in their Defence, plainly 
refuſed to accompany Philochea „ fay- 
ing that they wou d entertain them- 


bh ſelves in the Meadows and Gardens, 


& whilſt ſhe with her unſeaſonable De- 
votion, perform'd a weariſom and 


excuſable Journey. 


But Philos hea reſolved not only to 


perſiſt in what ſhe had undertaken, 
but (prompted by a higher Power) 
without ſtaggering in her Reſolu- 


tion, tho abandon'd by her Siſters, 
and refuſed the Attendance of her 


Domeſticks, (none of them being 


willing to follow her in the way of 


the::Croſfs)- parted from them, bid- 
ding them expect her return which 
wou d be ſuddenly ; and falling into 


a Path, which a Country-man told 
her, led to the Chappel of the Croſs, 


e began her Holy Pilgrimage. 3 


B 5 cup 


10 4 Pulgrimage to ad 


SAF. II,. 
Philothea loſes her ſelf in ber 25 


and earneftly with Tears, 


* of one n. 


7 nh hn 
iN to out 
Chappel, in which ſhe determin d to 
make her Devotions at the foot of 
the Croſs ;- but not without fearful 
Appr ehenſions and ſad Inquietudes : 
The 1 her ſelf forſaken by her 
Siſters, and even menial Servants, 
orwhelm d her with ſorrow ; She 
was ſenſibly afflicted at their being 
ſo eaſie to yield to the temptations 
of Vanity, and fo refractory to Virtue; 
ſo prompt to Recreation, and backs 
ward to acts of Piety; ſo active and 
ſtirring in the pleaſant Fields of De- 
light, — ſo heary and lumpiſh to 
take one ſtep in the way to the 
Croſs, 

Her imagination repreſented. to 
| her, how not one of the whole Fa- 
mily accompanied ber in her — 

our- 


C baypel of the Croſs. 11 


1 Journey, how they all ſtuck cloſe to 
their Pleaſures, unwilling to paſs by 


the way of the Croſs, or from what 


was Delightful to that which was 
EF Profitable. To this painful Idea was 


added another that repreſented her 


1 | alone, and without comfort, purſu- 


ing a dubious way, unattended, and 


without a Guide; this laſt ſhe with'd 
for, to the end ſhe might ſafely be 


n conducted to the Temple of her De- 


ſires: She ſigh'd for the other, in 
regard of the conſolation ſhe might .. 
receive in her ſolitude, and mitiga- 
tion of her Pains.. 

Turning over theſe imaginations, - 
and not a little wearied with theſe 
diſturbances of Mind, ſhe continued. 
her walk with timorous but reſolute. - 
ſteps, without quitting her pious in- 
tention ; when, after the ſpace of a 
large hour, the path began to grow -.: 
narrower, and loſe it ſelf into ano- 
ther which ſeem'd to run from one 
end of the Wood to the other ; This 
raiſed trouble and confuſion in her, 
yet went ſhe ſtraight forward. 


NF 


12 A; Pilgrimage to the 
She had walk d a great while, when 
that narrow path brought her into 
the middle of the Grove, where was 
an open piece of ground encloſed 
on evTy fide with Trees. Philothea 
tired with her Walk, and the great 
confuſion that environ d her, ſeated 
her ſelf at the root of a Poplar; and, 
overcome partly with drowſineſs, 
ly wearied with the reſtleſs com- 
at of her thoughts, ſhe fell into a 
ſhort ſlumber. 3 
Her troubleſome cares neither ſuf- 
fer her to ſleep, nor to keep awake : 
Not to keep awake, becauſe they ſo 
oppreſs her Spirits that they ſurren- 
der her up to ſleep ; nor to ſleep, 
for no ſooner begins ſhe to taſt ſome 
eaſe in repoſe, but ſhe's rouſed by 
thoſe cares that torment her afflicted 
Soul. So Philotbea, within leſs than 
a quarter of an hour, wakes from 
ſkep, or, rather amuſement : She 
open d her Eyes and found her ſelf 
in that fearful ſolitude, wall'd with- 
in the narrow compaſs of thoſe 
Trees, where a Thouſand Images of 
terror hung round about her. wy 
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She turm d about her Eyes to ſeek 


the path which ſhe had quitted, and 
found that; as lines run to the center, 


ſo divers paths met from the Wood 
in that little ſpot of 
with Flowers, which nature had fo 
well encloſed : Troubled in mind 
ſhe caſt her Eyes on all ſides, but 
without finding any certain iſſue 
from her confuſed hopes; then tur- 
ning her ſelf to Almighty. God ſhe 
ſaid with all the Ardor of her affli- 
QLSRE 2 £3 23; ELSE $03 

ce T've been in ſearch; great God, 
ce of a Croſs, and have met one e re 
«I reachd your Temple of the 
ce Croſs. Permit me not I beſeech 
« you my Lord, permit me not to 
find my ruin on this Feſtival of 
ce that Croſs, which has been an In- 
ce ſtrument in the Salvation of Man- 
* kind. Behold, my God, the be- 
* ginning of my Journey, and crown 
< the end of my deſires with ſucceſs: 


Permit not the ſacred remedy of 


© our Sins, to prove a miſchief to me; 
nor that which is a means of Sal- 


vation 
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14 4 Pilgrimage to the 
s vation to others, to occaſion an 
© unhappy concluſion of my days. 
In this confuſion of thoughts, the 
afflicted Philothea, examining all a- 
bout, as heedfully as her troubled 
Spirits wou'd permit; of the many 
paths, at length made choice of one 
whole wider entrance ſeem'd to pro- 
miſe a more: favourable iſſue: And 
#4 committing her ſelf to its conduct, 
ie travelld for the ſpace of two 
| Ti hours, ſearching, not ſo much for 
the Hermitage, as an end of that 
intricate Wood. But that path led 
her to another open ſpace of ground 
not much unlike the former. The 
horror of that gloomy Wood ſo cloſe 
cover d on the top as almoſt ev 
where intercepted the ſight of Hea- 
ven, and ſo peſter d at the bottom 
with the thick ſet Trees and Bram- 
bles, render'd all the ways trouble- 
ſome and diſmal. | 
Then the deſolate Philotbea, find- 
1 ing a ſtrong war in her Breaſt, be- 
1 tween cruel Sighs and Sufferings 
yielding to the rigour of her Deſti- 
ny; lateneſs of the Day, which was 
about 


Chappel of the Croſs. 15 
about to reſign its place to the Shades 
of Night, and to the force of wea- 
rineſs (Heaven and Earth ſeeming at 
once, as by conſpiracy to fail her; 
the firſt poſting to another World 
with all her Comfort, and the other 


_ withdrawing it ſelf, refuſed a paſ- 


fage to her Miſeries:) wholly diſ- 
ſolved into Tears, and rowling upon 
the Grafs, with deep Sighs let loofe 
from her fad and afflicted Heart, ſhe- 
mingled: theſe Words which ſhe ſent 
to the Throne of the Almighty. - 
How comes it to paſs, my Lord, 
that you abandon thoſe who ſeek 
« you? turn away your Divine Face 
* {5 thoſe who paſſionately adore 
ci you? ſuffer thoſe to loſe their way 
© who purſue you? and permit in- 
© tentions'bor of ſuch holy Parents 
« to be ſo unhappy in their Nativi- 
© ty ? J ſearch you, and you forſake 
« me ; whilſt I am queſt of you, I 
© loſe my ſelf : and whilſt I loft my 
* ſelf you ſought after me. You 
< fly from thoſe who ſeek you, and 
< ſeek thoſe who fly from you. My 
* diſters, O my loving eſa, _ 


16 Pilgrimage to the 
«the way to their Pleaſures, and 
* muſt I loſe mine in the Devotion 
© that carries me to you ? They run 
* no hazard of their Credit Ahift 
« they eh their Eaſe; I alone, 
e une that I am, put my 
Life and Reputation to'the venture 
© whilſt: 1 ſeek the Croſs, and find 
ce NO ceaſe at all: 8 Nn 
c What remains for me to do in 
&* this ſolitude; deſtitute of all reme- 
« dy like one of its brutiſh Inhabi- 
tants? The Sun has almoſt com- 
4 pleated kis Days courſe, and the 
© black; Night begins to rob me of 
© the light of Day. Shall I become 
Food for theSavage Monſters of this 
7 Wood, or, wanting: ſuſtenance, be 
Da prey to hunger? Chance may 


© direck ſome Man to find me out, 


c from Whom 1 may ſuffer the ut- 
© moſt diſgrace. Monſters are leſs 

« terrible to me than brutiſn Men, 
< and the danger of my lite is no- 
e ching in compariſon of the perif 
« of my honour. You, my adored 
Fella, unblemiſh'd Origin of An- 
1 aud Humane Nature „ ſuc= 
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1k cour me in my Neceſſity, You, Re- 
1 cc lief ofthe Afflicted, and Conſolation 
1 < of the Miſerable, look with Eyes of 
t < Compaſſion upon my Sufferings. , 
A But if I'm puniſh'd with this ſad 
y Confuſion in following your Way, 
e * becauſe' I ſo long neglected it; if 
d the various Paths in which fooliſh 
and inconſtant I have vainly wan- 
n « dered make me not find you now, 
_ < whom I ignorantly forſook ; if 
i- the winding maze of Crofles in 
N- © which P'm+ entangled;-is a lively 
ae “Image of that confuſed Labyrinth, 
of „(O how often have my Paſſions, 


ne * my irregular Deſires, and my Ra- 
is * vings after Pleaſures plunged me 
© into as deep Calamities, but I was 
not then ſo ſenſible of them, in 
* regard my Body ſhared not in the 
* Sufferings) then I'm deſerved! 
* puniſh'd in ſeeking you, my God, 
© fince hitherto I have not ſought you 
with Affection: Then indeed it is 
but reaſon that you conceal your 
* ſelf from her who has ungratefally 
* endeavour'd to hide her ſelf from 
* you.” Then you jah diſarm > 
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18 4 Pilgrimage tothe 


tions. 


* of your Protection who has ſo 
© often forſaken you, and return no 
* anſwer to her Requeſt, whoſtopp'd 
Ther Ears to your kind Invita- 


* ; 
3 


Dn 
* 
* 

4 
*? 


u* 


* But,. Alas! my Lord, whether | 
* does the current of my Grief tran- 


* ſport me? Whilſt I row againſt 


* the Stream of my preſent Sorrows, | 


Im inſenſibly carried back to the 


* ſo my Grief has dived into, and 
* deplored its Cauſe : For if I had 
* not loſt you, deareſt Jeſus, in not 
attempting to ſeek you, I ſhou'd 


© not at this time have fail d to find | 
© you whilſt I travelld in your 


* Search. If I had not loſt my ſelf 
* whilſt I fled from the Croſs, I had 
not err d in ſeeking it. O! my Re- 


deemer, how far more juſt it is to 


** deplore my former loſs, than that 
* which I now endure! For then my 
©* forgetfulneſs of you loſt me, and 


©* now the only comfort which I 


* have in the midſt of my —_ 


© reflexion of thoſe that are paſt ; | 
* and, as in a Sickneſs, our reſtleſs | 
* Thoughts examine into its Origin, 
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Chappel of the Croſs. x9 
« ctions, is the Memory of my dear 
nnr A F1.7 
_ © O Feſus | have pitty on me, ſee 
« with. what an army of Woes I'm 
c on all ſides, beſieged; If my 
ce Thoughts dive into former Tranſa- 
« &ions, I'm threatn'd by my Faults; 
if they fix themſelves on what is 
< preſent, the weight of my Suffe- 
© rings oppreſs me: If they glance 
* on what's to come, the very Ima- 
* gination, that my Malady will 
© prove deſperate, makes me faint 
* and ſwoon away. Not only Love 
but Neceſſity oblige me to ſollicit 
x) our Divine Aid; and now I am 


« into, as at that more dangerous 
one in which my finful Life had 
10 I | | 


CHAP. 


o much grieved to find my ſelf 
« in this painful Labyrinth which 
** my Plgrimage has brought me 
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. ae ati Philothea is e 
| - the Eternal "Wiſdom: 
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Py 


T: was « impoliible but fuch paſſio- 
nate Tears and ardent Sighs 
ſhow'd befavontably anſwer'd by that 
. Soveraign Goodneſs to which ſhe 
*had addreſs d them, and which gives 
*® attention to the Voice of the 
diſtreſs d who implore his Mercy. 
She had ſcarce put a ſtop to her 
Complaints, when a gentle Brieze, 
Bearing on its Wings Celeſtial Sweet- 
- Bas, began to move the Leaves, and 
_xefreſh the tired Limbs of the diſcon- 
ſlolate Philothea : She felt at the ſame 
time a great Alteration in her Soul; 
a new Splendour ſeemd, not only, 
to enlighten her Underſtänding, an 
bath her Senſes with no imaginary 
Satisfaction, but her Eyes were real 
Witneſſes of a Luſtre that diſplay d 
its Rays throughout that vacant ſpot 
of Ground from the now fortunate 
Grove; ſo that the Horrors of her 


Mind 


Chappel of. ihe Croſs. 21 
Mind vaniſh d, as the Darkneſs of 
the "Hare ielded to the New- born 

4 the Obſcureneſs of — 
5 80 ade hocging., ſuddenly; full g . 
i Divine Rays. 
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o- late diſmal 8 extremely f urpri- L 
hs zed Philothea, 2 and to her greater A- I 
Nat mazement, all the Trees of LY # 4 


ſhe Wood ſeem'd to bow down, and ſ 
ves after to diſappear at the Preſence; 


ay oy PI 


the that, Divine Power winch ns 4 
1 honour that happy Pl ace: = q 
her her felf environd with ſo:1 


Splendour, ſhe turn'd her Face to- 
wards one part of the Cirque, . | 
ſhe beheld a handſom Perkins ge;the 
ſource of that diſplay d Light, ret = 
ing on a. Croſs wWlich he bore in One e 
Hand, and holding a Croum in the 
Other. At firſt ſhe was not a little ter. © 
rity'd at an Obje& every. way ſfur- MB 
prizing ; but, * All her 
Courage to her. Aid, ſhe ſoon reco- 
ver d ſtrength enou h to be able to 9 
liſten, without much diſturbance, to 
theſe Yor of that amiable *. = 
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. Ceaſe, Philothea, ſaid He, ceaſe to 
de any longer diſquieted; I have 
heard thy Complaints, I am the E- 

ternal Wiſdom, and Unoriginized 
Source of all Gpodneſs; I am the 
Why, the - Thlith, ind the Taft; I am 
he who never Conceal my ſelf from 
thoſe who ſeek me; and he who al- 
ways reaches his aflifting Hand to 
the Neceffitous ; T am he who fa- 
vours thoſe who ſeek my Croſs, and 
Who difects, counſels, and puts them 
in the way. Thy Requeſt was ac- 
ceptable, in regard that it not only 
was to be rid of ay preſent Suffe- 
rings, but to be diſen iged from thy 
Sins. After p28 E 1215 9 


Thou cou dſt not poſſibly have 
made choice of a more proper means 
to alleviate thy Afflictions, than that 
of repairingthe Tranſgreſſions of thy 
Life paſt ; nor taken a more effe- 
ctual Courſe to caſhier thy Sorrows 
which overwhelmed thee whilſt thou 
loſt thy way to the Crofs, than by 
thy-enquiring after the true way to 
ſave thy Soul, by lamenting thy Ex- 


rors, and ſolliciting thy Amendment. 
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Chappel of the Croſs. 23 
This is what I ſpake by my Prophet; 
Put your ſelf in the right way, make en- 
quiry after the ancient paths, ”7 which 
14 the beſt, and having found it out, 
follow'it, and your Souls ſhall find e- 
freſhment. For this reaſon, beholding 
thy Tears, Deſires, and Affections, 

I ftooped the Heavens, and incli- 
ned my ſelf to inſtruct thee in the 
Way of Salvation, and Eternal Life. 
 Philothea was very glad to hear 
ſuch And Expreffions and encoura- 
ged by them, with profound Humi- 
lity reply d: What is man, that you, 
my Lord, are mindful of him? And 
who am I, to merit that the eternal 
Son of the Living God ſhou'd de- 
baſe himſelf ſo much as to ftoop . 
ls M | 
My coming to thee, Philothea, ſaid 
the Eternal Wiſdom, is a great Grace 
and Favour, without whichyon nei- 
ther are, nor can do any thing; 
without my Aſſiſtance you muſt al- 
ways remain a Priſoner to your Sins. 
All the good you have or are ca- 
pable of ſprings from, and centers in 
me; and your preſent Diſpoſition to 
| attain 
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attain. this Good, ſtreams from me 
its Source and Fountain. My delight, 
Philothea, is to. be with the Sons of 
men; and this. Delight, this Love 
Fo me to incline. my ſelf to thy 


This "ITS: 1s, the Fountain whence 
all your: Succour flows ;-if I had not 
hea 'd. the wounded Traveller to 

erico, if my Hands had not ſearch d 

Wounds, if I had not left Mo- 
ney to ſupply his Neceſſities, and if 
I had not receiv'd him into my Pro- 
tection, where wou d that unfortu- 
nate Paſſenger, rather dead than 
wounded, have found a Remedy? 
My. Voice raiſed Lazarus from the 
. my Voice reſtored to Life 

e deceaſed Son of the Widow of 
Naim; my Hand reſcued the Daugh- 
ter of dilconſolate Fairus from the 
- Chains of Death: Without this Voice, 
and without this Hand none can riſe 
from Sin, none can be non d, none 
revived. 


-» 
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Chappet of the Croſs, 25 
CHAP. W. 


Our Saviour inſtrutts Philothea in the 
Way of the, Croſs. ' 


ET the Heavens, my Lord, for 
ever extol thy Mercy, ſaid 
Philothea, that has vouchſafed to 
be mindful of your humble Slave : 
Be you always bleſs d who heard my 
Petition, and bent your divine At- 
tention to my Complaints. 
And ſince you are the Eternal 
Wiſdom, Light, and Pilot of our 
Souls, guide me thro the Ways of 
ſafety, not in this Material Courſe I 
held, but in the Eternal one of my 


Soul. | 


Loſe me in the World, and to the 
World for my ſelf, but loſe me not 
deareſt Feſus, in the World to You. 
Loſe me to what is Temporal, but 
not to what's Eternal. You have 
bow'd your ſelf down from Heaven 
to Earth for my Inſtruction, and de- 
ſcended from your Eternal Throne, 
to this your Footſtool, for my Re- 
| C dem 
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demption; as you perfected the laſt 
by the effuſion of your precious 
Blood, and an ignominious Death, 
perfect with your holy Leſſons the 
Reparation of my Life: Shew me, 
O Eternal Path, your Way, point 
me out, Eternal Verity, your Truth, 
dictate to me, O Life Eternal, how 
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to ſteer this Bark through the tem- , 

: g_ Seas of Mortality, into the 2 
Haven of Salvation, and Everlaſt- < 
i -2n Life. | | F 11 
Hearken, Child, anſwered our 1 
Saviour, and incline thine Ears to A 
N my Voice; I have ftoop'd Heaven PB 
ö and my ſelf to your Moans, liſten to * 
| the Words of Eternal Life, you who p 
; are in fearch of it: Firſt give me al 
| Four Attention, that with it I may 1 
have Poſſeſſion of your Heart. Have te 

you a defire, Philothea, to view the oe 

Path which you covet, and mount ke 

above this Country of 'Baniſhment 25 


in which you ſuffer? Wou d you be 
brought within the Proſpect of the 
Place through Which you muſt paſs C) 
Victory to Triumph. 110 
Les, ; 
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Yes, my Lord, reply'd She, if 
you pleaſe, I wow'd ſee it. Turn 
then your Eyes, faid the Almighty, 
to the right Hand of that Hill, and 
= ſhall behold the Path leading to 

ternal Happineſs. | 

She turn d her Sight to that ſide 
of the Hill pointed at by our Sa- 
viour, and thi a high Mountain, 
about which were many fteep and 
craggy Places; She ey d it on all 
ſides, and perceived that by diverſe 
narrow Paths, very many Perſons, 
Men, Women, Youths, Damſels, 
Biſhops, Prieſts, Religious, Married, 
Virgins, the Continent, Kings, 
Princes, Magiſtrates, and People of 


all Nations, each bearing the Cog- 


nizance of his Condition, labour d 
to climb up: But they were all in 
extream Poverty, Beggary, and Na- 
kedneſs; ſometimes they ſupported 
intolerable Heats, ſometimes 
exceſſive cold. Others were ſeen to 


Ahrow away Riches, Scepters , 


Crowns, Dignities, as Obſtacles. to 
their Aſcent ; others went bare-foot, 
that like Moſes they might tread with 
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Reverence on the ſacred Earth of 

holy Mount Oreb. | | 

| _ Every one of them carry'da Croſs 
on his Shoulders, ſome were pon- 
derous, others of a moderate Weigh- 
tineſs, and others Light. Their aſ- 

cent was accompanied with Sighs, 

Sobs, and Tears; one while lifting 


up their Eyes to Heaven, another 


while letting them fall upon the 
Ground: Hope raiſed them upward, 
and a certain Diſconfidence in them- 
ſelves, accompany'd with a humble 
NS of their own Weakneſs 
and Frailty, depreſs'd them to the 
'Earth. | | | 
They purſued their Way, buried 
in a profound Silence, and put them- 
_ ſelves into different Paths, inſomuch 
as hardly any one bore Reſemblance 
with another ; 'for -tho' one might 
obſerve that many were of the ſame 
Profeſſion, yet they walk d in di- 
ftin& Paths. In all that Mountain 
Philothea ſaw no ſubject of Mirth or 
Comfort, but matter enoughto feed 
Grief and Sadneſs. She beheld Croſſes, 
| Pennances, Sweat, Blood, and 9 — 
| tifica- 


C happel of the Croſs. 29 
tifications ; not Flowers, Fruits, Re- 
creations, Cool Shades, or Chryſtal 
Fountains. All was craggy, uneaſie, 
and toilſom: Points of Rocks ſtick- 
ing out were almoſt infinite; Mul- 
titudes of Brambles and Thorn- 
Buſhes, peſter d the Aſcendents, 
the Steepneſs was terrifying; and 
laſtly, the Multitudes of Precipices 
render d the whole Aſpect of the 
Mountain formidable, and every ſtep 
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s dangerous, | | | 
e Fhilothea- obſerved a thing truly 5 
5 remarkable, that thoſe who carried 1 
@ great Croſſes, and ſeem'd unable to 1 
ſuſtain themſelves with that weight 10 
d on their Shoulders, nevertheleſs 1 f 
* help'd their Followers who bare Jer | 
ch Crofles : And thoſe who were cloar#'7, = 
ce complain'd more of coin han thoſe BY 
ht | who were ated ; they mutualiy ai-- "=P 


fiſted each cther with Demonſtra 


tions of great Love and Charity; 


and, if any one let fall his Croſs, his 


Companion reach'd it to him, and 
put it again on his Shoulders; for 
without this they had not ſtrength 
enough to maſter the ſteepneſs of 

IQ C 3 - we 
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the way. The foremoſt animated 
thoſe who were behind, with their 
Voice as well as their Example; and 
with this Encouragement they rou- 
fed themſelves to a. valiant and vigo- 
rous continuance. - 

She alſo took notice that chey who 
went barefoot, trod more ſure and 
fum in the hard way, and on Thorns 
and Brambles, than thoſe, who wore 
| Shoves ; and thoſe who ſuffer d moſt, 
paſs d over the craggy Steep with 
much more Joy and Content: So 
that their Delight and inward Plea- 
fure enereas d proportionably to the 
greatneſs of their 23 and weighs 


of their Crols : on the contra 


ry, the e de Cres were which 
the 


y carried, the ſox was their 


N pace, and £7 eater The Pains and Trou- 
ble With which the 
Ruggedneſs of the 

The Croſſes whith they carried 
were of ſundry Materials, ſome of 
Wood, ſome of Lead, Iron or other 
Metrals ; nevertheleſs they were va- 


lu'd according to their Weight or 


Chear fulweſs of the Bearers ; Not ac- 
cording 


- prot the 
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cording to their Workmanſhip+ or - 
Materials. In. fine, every one walk d 
along ſupporting his Croſs, without 
caſting an Eye. backward:; they 
look d only upon one another, and 
with Humility, Silence, and Chari- 
ty, gave mutual Strength and Cou- 
rage to their Fellow Travellers. 


e 
Philothea is afoniſh'd as the fight of 


_ _ the Path, and Hill that was ſhews - 
ber, and refuſes to walk in it. 


Elotbea remain d wonder-ſtruck 
at what ſhe beheld; wherefore, 
ſhe. being —_— of a delicate 

Conſtitution, accuſtomed to Regales 

and Pleaſures, ſeeing a Path fo rug- 

ged, could not forbear ſaying with 

great concern. | 

Is it poſſible, my Lord, that there 

ſhou'd be no other way to follow you 

than this which 25 preſent to my 
8 _ Eyes ? How ſhall we feeble ones be 
able to travel, and we Sinners to - 
C4, td 
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find you out ? How will he bear your 
Croſs who has known it no other 
ways than by Name? And how will 
he ſuſtain it who knows not how to 
ſupport it? Have you reſerved no 
other way, my Feſus, leſs terrible 
and frightful by which we may be 
conducted to you? Can it be poſ- 
{ible that you ſhow'd place ſo many 
Difficulties in following you, and ſo 


many Pains and Torments e er you 


can be found. 

Place rather, my Feſus, Pains, 
Sufferings, Croſſes, Rigours, and 
Difficulties in forſaking you; and 
Sweetneſs, Pleaſure, and Eaſe in 
following you. He who abandons 
you deſerves to be puniſh'd, then 
load not him with Pains who ſearches 
after you. Woe is me; alas! how 
{hall I get ſtrength enough to walk 
in ſo craggy a way? And a Thou- 
{and times Woe to me if I do not 
follow you, and refuſe to pay you 
iny Adorations | To what, alas ! 
am I reduced, who have neither 
Courage to follow you, nor Will to 
leave you? 05 81 
And 
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And doſt thou not, ſaid our Sa- 
viour, make haſt to adore the Croſs ? 
Nes, my, Lord, reply d She, but to 
adore, and carry it is not the ſame 
thing; I wou'd have it reſpected, but 
to lay it oh my Shoulders terrifies me; 
deſire nothing more than to render 
it due Homage, and nothing leſs 
than to ſuffer by it; ] run to it, but 
tremble to go with it. c 

Be not afflicted, Philothea, ſaid 


our Saviour, Pleaſure lies. inclos'd 


within that. Pain, and-under the ap- 


pearance of Sighs, Tears and Labour, 


is congeald Delight. Thou conſi- 
der ſt them by what thy corporeal 
Eyes repreſent to thy weak Imagi- 
nation: If in this occaſion thou madeſt 
uſe of thaſe Virtues with which thy 
Soul's endued, the frightful Ideas 
which fill thy fancy wou'd either 
leſſen, Or totally diſappear. Thou 
beholdeſt the Mount of Eternal Life, 


and Way to Glory, thro' a falſe and 


deceitful Proſpective; for otherwiſe 
wou'd it appear if the Medium were 
true, and not deceitful ; Believe me, 
Child, that this way which I made 
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choice of was abſolutely neceſſary 
for thy good, and Redreſs of thy 
Mliſei By | __ Paſſengers — 
fewer, nd tne Eneouragements ſs, 
if they took another way than what I 
mark d out, with my Voice;Doetrine, 
and Example. s 

Well then, reply d Philothea, ſince 


from Heaven to Earth for no other 


end but to carry Souls from Earth to 


Heaven; if this was the mark at 


which all your Myſteries from the 


Manger to the Croſs levell'd; if in 
this Journey our Nature encounters 
{ much difficulty, and for this re- 
ſpect its Paſſengers are very few, if 
compared with the glorious Captives 


to their own Appetites; Cou'd not 


you beat another Path, in which to 
ollow, love and ſerve yon, more 
fweer, eaſie and delightful, than that 
of the Crofs, which is ſo painful, la- 
borjons, and unpleaſing? Wor'd it 
not be better to follow you in the 
height of Pleaſures, Recreations, De- 
lights, Riches, and an undiſturb'd 
ranquility, by which means the 
num- 


you, my Lord, vouchlafed to deſcend 
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number of your Followers wau'd be 
infinite, any your »chool abound 
with Diſciples : 

O Philothea, return d our Saviour, 
how deludedly and blingly thou diſ- 
courſeſt ? Theſe are not the words of 
Life, but poyſonous and killing. They 
are dictates of Corrupt Nature, not of 
my Father ; of Paſſion, not Reaſon ; of 
Senſuality, not of the Holy Spirit and 
my Grace. Ho manifeſt is it that 
thou diſreliſheſt me, and thy vitiated 
Palate is pleaſed with the taſt of thy 
fooliſh and vain Recreations and De- 
lights? Thou haſt ignorantly pur- 
ſued Vanity, Darkneſs and Falfhood ;- - 
which is the reaſon why thy diſcourſe 
is ignorant, and not agreeable to }.. 


Truth. It is therefore neceſſary, | 


Philothea, for thy better Inſtruction, 
that I begin my Diſcourſe from the 
firſt Rudiments, and enlighten thy. 
Underſtanding with the moſt early 
Rays and Principles of my Doctrin, 
to the end thy vanquiſh'd Under- 

ſtanding may readily yield to fol- 
low me. 9 EL 


Con- 
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Conſider not my Ignorance, O 
God, ſaid Philothea, but rather en- 
lighten the Darkneſs that involves 
me; if I have talk d like thoſe of my 
Sex, who have not beheld the Light 
of your Divine Truth, but walk d in 
the obſcure Shades of their own Ig- 
norance ; ſhine upon me 1 beſeech 
you who. are the Son of Eternal 

ight, and guide my Steps you wlio 
are the Way and Verity it ſelf. 


% 
Our Saviour inſtructs Philothea i» the 
way of the Croſs, and anſwers ber 
aAifficulties. N el 
1 Am glad, Philothea, ſaid our Sa- 
I wiewr, at this Propoſal of th 
Difficulties; for only I, and thoſe 
who are enlighten'd by me, can teach 
thee true Wiſdom: All beſides is Va- 
nity and Impoſture. V5 
now then, Child, that from.th 
time your firſt Parents eat the for- 
bidden fruit (the nature of which 
was extremely nouriſhing) they felt 
a diſorder in themſelves of which 
they 


* 
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they never had been ſenſible before, 
of which their Reaſon was., no lon- 
ger Miſtreſs, and of which no length 


of time will ever be able to cure 


their Poſterity. This Change of 
their bodily Conſtitution, weaken'd 
their Original Love of Heaven, and 
the Soul with difficulty raiſed it ſelf 
to the Contemplation of its Chief 


Sood.; which in effect was to ſhut 


Heaven againſt them, and, at the 
ſame time, open the Gates of Hell 
to all Mankind as well as to it ſelf: 
For from this Root ſprung, all the 
Ills of which Adams Poſterity has 
ſince been Guilty, which ſoon ap- 
pear d in the ſaddeſt effects; all Fleſh 
growing daily more, and more cor- 
rap ; loſing it {elf in the enjoyment 
of | earthly! Pleaſures : For'ev'ry. ene, 
as the Prophet ſaid, went aſtray, and 


| purſued the way of Perdition. Man, in 


tine, was become Slave to the Fleſh, 
to his Appetite, and to his ſeveral 
Paſſions; ſome. few. Souls. excepted, 
which the power of my Grace pre- 
ſervad from the common calamity 
of Mankind: The number of 12 

N Slect 
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ſelect Plants, in reſpect of the reſt, 
made but a ſlender line, drawn from 


= 


Adam to Noab, from Noah to Abra- 


ham, from him to Moſes, from Moſes 
to David, and from - David to my 
Self, who became Man for the Sal- 
vation of Men. At which time there 
hardly remain'd in the World either, 
Truth, Righteouſneſs, or Juſtice ; 


and what did ſo, was only to be 


found amongſt a few obſervers of my 
Law. 

Beholding - this univerſal Shi 
wrack of my Creatures, notwith- 
{ſtanding the care I had taken for 
their Preſervation ; and ſeeing the 
Original ' diſorder of the Fleſh had 
produced the moſt cruel conſequen- 
ces, to which nothing but my Incar- 


nation cou d apply a remedy; I afſu- 


med Humane Nature, was Born into 


the World, and paſs d my Infancy and 


Youth in ſubjection to my Parents. 


When I was arrived at an Age that 


was proper to inſtruct the World, I 
enter d upon the Buſineſs for which 
I was made Man; and preach'd Sal- 


vation to the Fews, ſetting forth the 


many 


Chappel of | the Croſs. 39 
many Errors they embraced ;' teach- 
ing them what they ought to do to 
gain Heaven; repfoving their Vices, 
and working Miracles in Teſtimony 
and Confirmation of my Doctrine: 
and to manifeſt that I was the Meſ- 
fias, their Deliverer, and their GOD 
become Man for their fakes, and 
their Eternal Good, to which my 
unlimited Bounty, and the Mercy I 
had upon their deplorable Condition 
carried me. As a further proof of 
my Love, and the Truth of what I 
preach'd, I ſuffer d inexpreflible tor- 
ments, and, at laft, the moſt igno- 
. minious Death of the Croſs. The 
Sins of Men were of fach a Nature 
that nothing tefs then what I under- 

went, cou'd ſave the World from 
everlaſting ruin ; and fach was my 
Goodneſs and Tenderneſs for my 
ungrateful People, as. to ſubmit my 
ſelf to all ſorts of injuries, to the 
end I might perſonally converſe 
with them, ſhew them the Errors in 
which they were involved ; and lay . 
the Riches of Heaven open to them: 
Making a way 'to their ED | 
W 
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which ſhou'd be New, Jul, Recſcn-, - 


* 


able, Holy, n Pleaſant, and 
hic 


Eaſy ; by which, not only the Fews, 


but all Nations, might acquire Sal- 


vation, and without which the 
wou'd plunge themſelves into inevi- 
table, and Everlaſting Miſery. . 
- TI confeſs, my Lord, ſaid Philothea, 
that your Mercy infinitely exceeds 
my Iniquity ; I confeſs it with the 


utmoſt Confuſion for my many Sins, 


but with Joy that I have ſo merci- 


ful a God. But pray, my Lord, ex- 


— 


plain to me the ſeveral PRs of 


the Way you ſpeak of, w 
do not comprehend. 
The way to Heaven, Philothea, re- 
7 
e 


ich yet I 


1 


difficult and ſevere Law, which was 
abſolutely neceſſary for the breeding 


up a head-ſtrong, and ſtubborn Peo- 
ple in the Knowledge and Adora-, 


tion of the true God: neither is it 
any longer confined to a Nation 
2 | planted 


Wd. guy Sexjours which I came to 
ſtabliſh-in the World was Neu, for 
it was. no longer veil'd., under. the 
obſcurity of Types and Figures; nor 
burthen d with the hardſhips of a 
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lanted in a marrow corner of the 
World, but laid open to all Mankind 
under the moſt ' alluring forms that 
is poflible to prevail with Humane 
Natl: © 5 00999 HAT AR ITT 

It is Juſt alſo, in being propor- 
tion d to the ſeveral exigences of the 
frailty, to which Man is ſubject 
through the Corruptneſs of his Na- 
ture; which (being loſt in the dark- 
neſs of Sin and Ignorance, and by 
that means fall'n into the groſſeſt 
Errors which led to eternal ruin) 
required a proper remedy for thoſe 
Evils which had brought it to a moſt 
deplorable condition. The Jens, 
my Favourite, but ungrateful, Peo- 
ple, whom I had a Thouſand ways 


obliged to love me above all other 


things; forgot the Care, Mercy, 
and Tenderneſs which I had en 
ſhewn them, They were grown 
deaf to the advice of Angels, they 


perſecuted, and ſtoned the Prophets 


whom I fent amongſt them, negle- 


cted the Law I gave them; and car- 


ried away witk the ſtream of their 
unbridled Paſſions, became Slavet to 
| Sin, 
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Sin, and. conſequently, to the De- 
vil. Nothing cou d reſcue them from 
this wretched State, but the pre · 
ſence of God; and in ſuch a man- 
ner, as he might become a Viſible Ob- 
ject of their Adoration. I therefore, 
deſcended from Heaven, was made 
Man, and came in the quality of a 
Friend, full of . Goodneſs, Mercy, 
and Compaſſion; that I might en- 
gage them to me oy freſh Obliga- 
tions and repeated Favours, The 
root of their malady being a Miſpla- 
ced Affection, my care and endeavour 
was to undeceive them, which I did 
by a familiar Convsgſation With 
them ; laying hold of all occaſions 
0 let them ſee that the World did 
not deſerve their affections becauſe 
it muſt one day periſh ; but that the 
Pleaſures and Glory of Heaven were 
of ineſtimable Value, and wou'd 
endure for ever: That they wou'd 
ſurvive the deſtruction of the World 


and of their own Bodies, and rife 
from Death to. the enjoyment of 
everlaſting Happineſs if they loved 


me in this life by following 1 7 
7 = ine; 
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_ which I ſuffer'd for their ſakes. 
And to the end thev ſhould not 


we it fas py Od fs ben bbs Dd Þ Oh n= Oh Bo eee te Wea ere 


Chapel of the Croſs. 43 
ctrine; but to Eternal Pains if they 
adhered to their ſinful Courſes, and' 
ſet their hearts om: this Word; the 
vx and ace of which 1 

ght/ them to defpiſi . my Exam- 
rf 2 as Precept. I heal d their 
nfirmities to win a 8 of Love 
from them; I wronghe Miracles to 
authorize my Actions and Doctrine; 
I bid them to fear leſs the Death of 
che Body, then of the Soul; and en- 
couraged them to lay aſide all appre- 
henſions of Death (if accompany'd 
with a well diſpoſed Mind) by that 


doubt of a Reſurrection, I my ſelf 
roſs from Death ; and, during me - 
ſpace of Forty Days after, conver- 
| ed with them, as formerly, explai- 
ning the Sctiptares ; nd, "when 1 

had given my lat Inftradtions, Faſ- 
cended to Heaven: in their ſieht. But 


tho' J left the World, I did not aban. 


don the conduct of it ; for my Holy 
Spirit viſibly deſcended upon my A- | 
poſtles whom I had a Pi pros JA 


ſucceed me in preaching the COT 
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to all Nations, and to eſtabliſh a 
Church with which my holy Spirit 
was to remain until the Conſumma- 
tion of Ages. This, Philothea, was the 
Method J took to reſcue the World 
from its ſlaviſh State, and to lay Hea- 
ven open to all Mankind; and b 
leaving, with my Church, Reme- 


dies proportion d to the many Infir- 


mities incident to the Weakneſs of 
humane Nature, the way of Heaven 
is alſo ſhewn to be juſt and appropriate 


to the Attainment: of that Glorious 


End; | 5 
And it cannot be j uſt, without being 


Reaſonable at the ſame time; for no 


Action can be Jaſt, that is not alſo 

Reaſonable : And, ſince Heaven is the 
' greateſt Good that Man can poſſibly 
have, *tis highly reaſonable that he 
ſhou d chuſe itpreferrably to all other 
things. No Man wou'd be efteem'd 
Wiſe, nor to act according to Rea- 
ſon, if he ſhou'd not prefer what 
was in ev'ry reſpect moſt to his Ad- 


vantage before a trivial Benefit. 
This is the way I chalk'd out to Hap- 


pineſs, and the whole Buſineſs of 
| oy 
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my Life on Earth was to perſwade 
en (deluded with -the various tri- 
fling Pleaſures of the World) to a& 
like Men, that is agreeably to Un- 
prejudiced Reaſon ;, to chuſe wiſely in 
this World, and prefer their greateſt 
and only Good to whatſoever this 
World contain d. I often aſſur d 
them that God alone was their ſu- 
preme Good and eſſential Happineſs, 
that he loved them tenderly, and, 
to manifeſt his Love, had ſent his 
only Son to be their Companion on 
Earth, and inſtruct them in the wa 
to Beatitude; the Miracles I wrought, 
demonſtrated that I was the Son o 
God, their Friend, Benefactor, and 
Redeemer; which I manifeſted by all 
the moſt endearing Expreſſions, and 
by a Thouſand Actions full of the 
ſincereſt Love, and unfeign'd Aﬀe- 
ction that was poſſible for God to 
give, or Man to receive. Havin 
made it evident that I was God as 


"= well as Man, and thatIcame on purpoſe * 
t. to do them the utmoſt Service of a $ 
— Friend; it alſo appeared moſt plain- 8 
ff ly, that by loving me (Me who had 2 
8 | given vi 
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ven ſuch undoubted Proofs of real 
a 8, to the degree of a moſt 
Faſſionate Fondneſß) they wow d at 
the ſame time love their Greateſt 
Good, and utmoſt Felicity. TI appeal 
to you Philorhen, nay, Tappeal to all 
Mankind, ingrateful as it is, to de- 
termine whether the Way to Hea- 
ven Is not Reaſonable as well as Fu; 
And ' beſides both theſe, it is a 
Holy; for the way to Heaven is Per- 
fect Charity: F Love of God above 
all things, $4: our apt; a as 
your ale is the fulfilling m 
and is the Epitome of all * 
Believe, Philothea, what my Apoſtle 
has moſt truly told you; Cor. I. c. T3. 
7 0.14. Charity is patient and courteous, 
Charity i 4s not envious, does no uncomely 
thing, is not puff d up, is not ambitious, 
is not ſollicitous for its owpn, is not pro- 
-voked to Anger; thinks not any harm, 
rejpyceth not at Inj wity, but is joyful at 
Truth : Charity 60 Fers all things, be- 
lieves all things, hopes all things, and 
endures all things. Conſider now, 
. Philothea, the different ways of Men 
before my coming into the World, 
and 
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and reflect how the Venome of Ori- 


inal Sin had diffuſed it ſelf throu 
All He Bedrichies of irs Poſts, 


by which the Fleſh with its Colleague 
the Appetite, having gain'd an ab- 


ſolute Aſcendent and Maſtery over 
Reaſon, had broken down all the 


Bars and Fences of Natures Law, 
in chace of the moſt abhorr d Plea- 
ſures and Delights. Ambition ſctu- 


pled not to advance its unbounded 


Intereſts upon the Ruines of Fuftice, 
and drive the Wheels of its mercileſs 
Chariot over the Neck of Modera- 
tion: Pride, without remorſe, inſo- 
lently _—_ on Humility, to ac- 
quire for itſelf a Glorious, but Empry 
Name. Luxury with her brutiſh and 
debauch'd train, made uſe of Flatte- 
ries, Threats, Treacheries, and Ar- 


tifice, to circumvent Modeſty, Shame, 


and Chaſtity : And Avarice, boldly 
intrenching upon its Neighbours 
Territories, ravaged all before it, 
pillaging every where without de- 
murring upon right or wrong, law- 
ful or unlawful. © Theſe and much 
worſe than I have repreſented, _— 

the 
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the ways of Men; to theſe they ere- 
cted Altars, theſe were the Deities 
they adored at the time when TI de- 
ſcended upon Earth to reſtore loſt 
Rea ſon to its Empire; to preach Hu- 
mility, Poverty in Spirit, Tempe- |; 
rance, Continency, Patience, Cha- 
rity to each other; In Sine to eſta- WM 
bliſh a way to Heaven full of Piety, \ 
Virtue, and Holineſs. v 
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Philothea inter poſes her Objection, and 1 
Fear to go in the way of the Croſs ; R 
dur Saviour anſwers them, and ani- th 
mates her, by ſhewing the Pleaſantneſs 
and 1 of the Max. ha 


4 


A Reat was the Conſolation that 7 
I Philothea received from What le, 
our Saviour ſaid, and was extreaml a5 
ſatisfy'd with the evidence of his the 
Diſcourſe; but ſhe cou d not remove th 
the fearful Apprehenſions raisd in . 
ber, at the ſight of fo many Croſſes, 7 
Pains, and Diſpleaſures, which 1 Ple 
88 8 


| : = which with its ſacred Awe 
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4 and:  Amazement, ag. 
made her hy 92 75 to cheir awful Tyr. 
DO 3itho! 


Evidenczof dun Sa- 
e e She agknowletlged: 


| a0 e d New: Fut; Reaſonable : 


and ain Ps 5. bits, be c per refle 
d alſo OR Was 


9 Jeb ok et an eaſt „ Arm 
ght co derive, ſo 


. to kum in 


* oY 3&0 „1 Eu J. 44 


„0 Eternal. Welfare of 


Bo 9 885 that 950d. ls fully and 
entirely ſatiefy d your Was 518 
Tubbs .Reafonpble and yy — 
legge e u oh : 

attends thoſe who follow yen with: 
their Croſs: Now. J comptebend 
that che Croſs is the Rod. * Divine 


1 — the diſſolute and uolawhut 
Faure of our . Lite 3 L-ſee* that 
D Juſtice 
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Juſtice is che Scepter 5 on, and, as. 
it were, a Badge uchorit 
that It is che Kale by which all t 4 
is Good and Evil is meafurd; that 
Which makes Men lire Within che 
Bounds of Reaſon, and is that Po W- 
er which determines the happy or 
unhappy State of Souls to all Eterni- 
ty. But to this Path (F«f, Holy, 
and Reaſonable as it is) I beſeech you, 
; Lord, annex Facility. Grant 


— hat is profitable may be alſo eafie, 


chat what is holy may be alſo del gbr. 


"well as reaſonable. Yet how ſhall 1 


perſwade my ſelf, that to ſuffer = | 


niſhment is to enjoy Tranquility 
Muſt I believe that Toil and 


s not reſome, and that Pennance in 
Sweat and Blood, is not an Aſfiction? 
"Kee thoſe, who under the Burthen 
of che Croſs a pplying their utmoſt 


Endeavours to overcome the Ste 


meſs of that Hill, do ſerain themſelves 
till their Sinews almoſt crack ; I ſee 


them travel in the midſt of 'Pains, 
Sighs, Tears, Blood and Grief; and 


hall I call this a pleaſant and an ea ſie 
Wee 2. ! it 15, Tok, Holy, and Rea- 


Ha- 


ful, and that it may be agreeable as 


Boob Moni offs. —— K i, wo Cl oa .c. 15 Wann !“ 


weight 


Cbappel of ibe Croſs. 5 
aua e but ne, 
* wa 25 3 
Gs ng d 4 
3 y e me to do, Who 
am weak, feeble, and of a Conſtitu- 
tion nice, and delicate? How ſhall I 
be able to walk in Pain and Tor- 
ment, in 2. difficule As, well as an 
e way? How is it poſſi- 
ble to travel under the 
a Croſs, who have had no 
acquaintance with it? What imports 
Foy Holy Bong: I wou'd ing 5585 
oY;- and: , which I ought to 
ice, if. 275 deſtitute of ſufficient 
th, and (ue. wou d render 
Jy terprize practicable,) if I ſee 
the way. 5 what is pleaſing and 
eaſſe? The Croſs will turn $0: my 
n Puniſhment and Confuſion, 
3 5 pes are 3 85 With 
— 5 le g I ſhall: ſee: 0 
— and _ unte! it, 
B o difficult: 4 
ow the advantage that attends it, 
but IL. 2 Four 0 undergo 5 
Rigougs and Hardi ins, of i. Fa- 
Fgeilitate, Ox my, d, chat-which 
is. Hoh, temper Wee is Reaſonable, 
D 2 with 


gh: 4iPeleriviagets the 
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Bxo-follow-ttie,xnd boftfinué in my 
Service, that n edud Hot" enter- 
Price, ad vanquith il rs Dic 
Nes OK hot d. Hot the PS 
| Soho an terial "Crown of Glo- 
pojele with difficulty?” Sion d 
e Be, hen your 
ae 4 ſo A 
2 enture, 18 che E. 
"he Wee, 16 valuable 
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tlived N. is, b 
hel? Ian 
ov | &} N Fon ve. attend, 
ere it irrecoverably diſappears , 
and 1 is vaniſh'd ; and ſo much _— 


attain Exp! Gtoyy 2 Wpat a blind " 
Raſhneſs is it to la ay your Backs un-- Iſſ 
der heaYVUNoad ef . nj 
vou ſuffer, toicondemn your / ſelves 
forever; ag. x6fale te 1. leſs 
weighty ictions, on wou'd lead 
39 Wie colt — g 
Pager vv 
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54 1 . as 1 
ith evertſting = Rene 185 


given it at a yo; te? And, 
| - does not Fee merit 2 
ived Suffering? does not 
the immenſe le” of Everlaſting 
-- Glory out- ballance Lig : and 1 7 
ſiderable Sufferings? 
it à more advanta arr argain 1 b 
enjoy the periſhable and fading Plea- 
ſures of this tranſitory World, at the 
expence of ſo much Labour, which 
will never be counter- ballanc'd | 
3 whoſe ſhort Leaſe 
the Date of Endleſs 2 8 muſt 
begin? y ko 


ae Ss. 


CHAP. vm. 


* ichs ber i dreading or 
Saviours Anger. ger: and 
ee ber i is the 1 of the Croſs. 


| Hilothis, 2 pre des, from che 
Energy and Vigourwith which 
ſe." Wörds were utter; that 
Chriſt e that his * "Rang. 
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92 into Rigour ; and thus ge- 
P 8 * | ; any, ads theta 
It is moſt evident, my Lord, ſaid 


; the, with Rare Sorrow: and Humili- 
Y 


chat I have diſcourſed not only 
2 a frail Woman, but like Frailty 
itſelf. Tis true, my adored Feſus, we 


are fooliſh, and blind ; but, ſince we 


are not able, with this Weakneſs to 


advance towards you, vouchſafe to 
ſtrengthen us with your Omnipo- 
tence; and, fincs it is impoſſible for 
us, without your Aid, to imitate. 
your Example, fortifie our Weakneſs. 
with your All-ſtrengthning Grace. 
The Prophet contracted himſelf into 
the littleneſs of a Child, and by 
thatmeans the Child was reſtored to- 


1 hat you bare ſaid, my 7 ley 
Soveraign, is moſt true; yet, if I ma 

be 0 freely 10 ailetoſs 12 
Thoughts, your whole Proof evin- 
ces that it is moſt equitable to ſuſſer 
here, in your purſuit, ſince Eternal 
Glory is the Reward': But not that 
we ſhall attain you without Suffe- 


D 4 ring, 
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neſs was turm d to Severity, and his. 
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36 4 Pin fo the, 
ring, nor, that it is, eaſie to low 
"you in. Pain, or that we da it With 

eli og 'So that you, my Lord, 1 5 
— * uftice of the way, but 
leave the r eaſure and Agrezableneſs. of 
I untouch'd. You provethat Juftice 
©obliges us to vanquyh ifficulties, 
büt do not ſhew the e, neſs in doing 
it. I fee, my Lord, that it is ju 
Ve ſhou d pony Hardſhips f in our 
'Tearch' and endeavqurs to enjoy To 
"ineftimable' 2 Good, 'and hate t- 
"ever Afflictions are undergone by the 
,—- in _ Life, WE, 1 50 
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r t Ins 0 5 in 
11 5 1, be . 


2 are Foes happy 3 
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Nh I la Ses of Blood. 
Feat not, Philorbes, Fit be thy Com- 
. thy Guide; and thy Prote- 
re Tithe thy'S feng 
22 DO 


Wen with my = 353 
enable thee to ary my my "Gro wich 
Eife and Vigour to 115107 


5 The far th ſhe was in tat Gr Sä- 
Was about do Have her inithe- 
diately undertake the Crofs; forced 
rher this Anfwer. YourPower, 
may Lard, is withour conttoul, ad 
'ean with eaſe draw out | 
N way oy RT 
de de Leda 
E 7 and 
t Tam 6, 
wholly unable to grapple with fach 
Sufferings as furioaſlytmenace/ me 
in this uneven Path ; and that e 
" enotigh to carry che 
frequent Tall and 
De You were pleas d to aſſuſt 
| 5 eel e atk Croſts 
ſ chat it was 
Hast; firſt corrrince me 
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Cbappel f the Croſs. 59 
arrive at the ſad Knowledge that it 
is difficult by à repentantExperie nce. 
Your Prophet ſaid that your way 
was even and delightful ; repreſent it 
to me with its Delights, before Im 
conducted to it as even: Sweet is your 
Wal, and your Burthen light, let me 
be ſenſible of its Jevity, and apreeable- 

neſs before I aſſume a load which as. 


Jet feems ponderous to me. The. 


nderſtanding once convinced and 
enlightned with thoſe Rays with 
which you illuſtrate the Park- 
neſs in which Ignorance involves 
us, the Will follows without Re- 
Let not my Impertinencies 

and want of true Knowledge weary 
our Patience, dear God, with in- 
ing me and bearing with my 
Frailties, fince Jon Ve leas'd to 
be indefarigablylaborious for m Re- 
pam < ff OE 


thea, to thee, replyd our Saviour, 


| 8 
thou wilt not ſtoop thy ſelf in- 
to an humble Conformity with me. 
Ti firſtmanifeft to thee by force er 
' OOO ls W914 n, eee Reaſon. 
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62 4 Pi "EF to the 


Momem of Being, until the Arreſt 
8 Death nodding but a continued 

hain of Miſeries, * Unhappineſs. 
Faber, Philothes, with thy ableſt Skill 
2 Pourtraiture of thy moſt dar- 


Pleaſures ; Pencil on the fair 


Tablet of thy Imagination with all 
the Advantages thy Art can furniſh 


thee, an Idea of thy moſt raviſhing 


Delights, Contentments, and Di- 
verſions, tho d at the price 
of my Difplea ure; and (tho ſolici- 
touſly fought by thee,) without re- 
gard of my . of the Felici- 
ties thou „and the Eternal 
Pains thou run ſt into: Thou wilt 
by ferkende find all thoſe Chime- 
rical Pleafures tobe either rag 6 
accompany'd or fore-run by ſuch 
Diſtaſtes and biting Pains, as, Jr thou 
ballanceſt one with the other; thou lt 
be convinced that 15 former 3 are not 
counterpois' ut out- 
wah d by the latter. Von muſt all 
is following me, or forſakin 
me : Tou muſt ſuffer either by 1a 
bouring to maſter the Difficulties that 
are met — in rad Fa 
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which conduas you to Eternal oy 
and Ri ſe, or undergo ' Difficulti 
ith 'atiother 25 ay which will 
lead you," ir nd with. your Sins; 
inte tlie 
Heut 1199 "18 
I believe; ſaid Pbilothes, dine 
you, : 


er Affi ions are endured in 
ling tir van ends, than ini 
Attaining Vimue: But whars: the 
reaſon thut Men chaſe to ſuffer, for 
no other end but to „ and make 
nota wiſer choice in — Ty 
for the end of their Su Ss 
indaces them to- undergo! Mis 
Dag in this Life, ing ren 
to endlefs Torments ; and 
not rather prefer the way of the Croſs, 
which, through moderate Sierre oon· 
ducts us to Everlaſting Gl 73 
Becauſe they chuſe like Men "whoſs 
e is corrupted - (anſwer d our 
S ibur) and id Becauſe their depend 
75 auer md al Delighes 
dit o nt an b 
kino at the rate of infinite Tabou 88 
en Peril rather than after = 
* 0 


Everlaſting" Precipice. of 
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66 4 Pilgrimage tothe 
Be pleasd, O my Soveraign Lord 
and Maſter, to take pity on the In- 
firmity of my Nature, which yet, I 
am not able to overcome; inſtruct 
me how it is poſſible for that way to 
be eaſe, a (which is yet more dif- 


ficult) pleaſant and agreeable, which 
coſt You fo many and ſo great Suf- 
ferings? Thoſe Croſſes of a prodi- 
gious Bulk and Size which F behold 
on that Mountain, with which thoſe 
followers of you. climb the ſteep 
Way, muſt neceſſarily damp their 
Courage, and oppreſs their feeble 
Shoulders. If you, my God, found 
that Croſs, on which you expired, 
ſo heavy as to bear you to the | hh 
Ground, what can be expected from m 
them? War can you expect from = 
me? The Croſs that overthrows the p 
Giant, will it not alſo overthrow the n 
Dwarf? the Croſs that over- charges  & 
- the Divine Shoulders, will it not be i; 
too ponderous and inſupportable for I be 
weak, and humane Ones? Continue, in 
deareſt Saviour, the Leſſons with th 
- which you were about to inſtrut bl 
me, for I ſtand in need ** of 


ments. Thou knoweſt t 
Man ſtupendiouſſy unfted in one 
Perſon, was only able to work this 
neceſſary Change of Mens Aﬀe- 
ctions; and — in the fulneſs of 
time I deſcetided upon Earth, was 
born of a Mother whoſe Condition 
in the World was mean and obſcure, 
che place of my Nativity was 4 Sta- 
ble, my Attendants ere two Beaft, 


Chappel of ; te Croſs, 6: 7 


Encoutagements tc to 17 me for 


the performance of my ourne 
that hard and rugge 


way o & 
Croſs, _ 
. I've already told thee, Philothes, 


| ſaid our Saviour, the miſerable State 
into which Original Sin had plunged 


the World; that nir the Senſitive Man, 


by repreſenting the Pleaſures, and 
Felicities of this Life as things 

fectly amiable 1 in n e 4 7 
on their own Account, ha re 


with the Rational Man to 1 dhere to, 
and caft Himſelf upon the credit of 
that falſe Suggeſtion, into the Pur- 
ſuit and Bennie of Temporal De- 
lights, which ended in Ef Tor- 
odd and 


of Slavery: This State of 8 4 


68 4 Hilgrinage to te 
Philothea, i in which I made my 
*Appearange to the World, 20d 

_ rinued through the whole Fonts of 
my Life, I volunca 1 1 7 to, 
that I might teach lankind Þ yy 
Example to 4 „ende contemp 
ches, r ealures, e 
ever dle was Was 1 Xt t0 withd ri the 
Hearts of Men“ om DE i In- 


tereſt at us 
* —bge S was f 
er ts 5 hitie 


| "pot be ig ang; 
Fand Crete of 


late, ſince tlion ſo 0 


ch pe. of the the Croks, 69 
1 We P 
the i "And is ik 


a to ſhe 


Tos Laine S in 
to aſſume your Nature, 
anck to Expoſe Himel to the utmoſt 
Cala 1 and Miſery that can be- 
fal it, for no: other end than to re- 
deem N PIE from Sin, and reſcue 
: 1 the brink 5; of, Hell; in 775 Which 
15 PREcip Altern itſelf? And is 

7 ang inconſiderable 7 55 of! his Love 
de ne n hy Ra range wg that 
E might e Wa 
which he taug 755 was. neceſſary +4 
e 3 utrhg 


Bri ' — 
1110 Fl, 1 WEE LH 2 
ever Obli 8. 25 was there ever 
Goodneſs, Love and Friendſhip | 
raltel to mine? .Contch.. with Blu 
95 Confubon. in thy: Face that 1 
has e done infinitely more to 3 
ee 
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70 4 Pilgrimage tothe: \ 
thee happy than thou art willing to 
act in thy own behalf: And yet al 


the Elen, to which I haye expo- 


ſed my Telf are pleaſing to me ſincs 
they have ranſom'd Millions of Souls 
which have been, and are yet to be 
born from Eternal Slavery. I my 
ſelf have led the. way whic 11 . 
others to go, as the on one that 
was conducive to Happfneſs; I not 
only preach'd 3 Tk Patience, 
Meekneſs, a perfect Love of God, 
above all he” Allurements of this 
World, and of thy Neighbours true 
Good equal with. that of thy own: 
but confirm & my Doctrinè by my 
Example. ' Neither does my Dodrin 
any ways 2 away 2 Reaſon; 
for, if ou to deſpiſe the 
World, it wt es the End you ſhou d 
diſc engay your Affections from, a 
thing from whence you cou'd reap 


no ſolid Felicity, fince it will infalli- 
bly be deſtroy'd, and you, when tis 
too late, bewail 'with Tears the ha- 
ving fooliſhly miſplac ced your Heart 
upon an Object that never had any 
_ Worm: And, when J tau 500 that 

1 OD 


Chappel of the Croſs. 71 
+ GOD alone was to be loved, and 
that all things were to be ſufferd 
rather than forego the doing of it, 
and in order to the accompliſhment - 
of that neceſſary Work; I did ſo 
becauſe nothing elſe cou'd render 
you perfectly happy, and no other 
Object cou d fatishe the Deſires of 
a Rational Being. Beſides, tell me, 
Philothea, if thou art able, what Dif- 
ficulties, what Diſquiets, what Dan- 
gers Men voluntarily undergo in the 
purſuit of ſome fooliſh Paſſion, or to 
purchaſe the favour of a Prince, 
without being aſſured of attaining 
either of them; or, when attain'd, 
whether their Mind will be entirely 
at reſt, or the poſſeſſion continue as 
long as they deſire? Are not the 
greateſt Pleaſures temper'd with fome 
diſguſtful Alloy; or if not, does any 
expect to enjoy them always? 
For, when thoſe bewitching Preju- 
dices are removed from their Rea- 
ſon, now they plainly ſee all their 
worldly Pleaſures to which they had 
ever habituated themſelves, were, 
in reality, ſo many groſs Impoſtures 
put 
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n "theth cue World, en 

9 Canin th har, Lore. . 
comes te pats chit” ehictr 
J ank che: Yetefts aid abhörs them: 
Aid yet, their Miſcty is fuck, thoſe 
ill 1 Affections miſt now infe- 
parably ick in 5 — 568 Wilt, 
to tor re then Et | 
Morebver, it bel Sic he” thitt 
pit, Atxittics; Cares, TAI. 
* and Cröffeb ate indiyidual 
mpanton$of corrupted Nature( and 
8 2 ich 1 a0 1 5 voluntarily 
ſubſect for yout fake) and. ſince. it 
nelle has nor Real” be” regiſter 
in the Memoty of. any Age, that fo 
nuch as one bf the Race df Alte 
has eſcap zed the fatal Confe uence 
of Origi pal Sin, entail'd às a Penal- 
ty alto ofeher inſt patable upon Vitia- 

W af debeuch d Humane Nature : 
Why, _Phitothea, art thou "ſo much 
daunted at the Ap tehenſion 6f ſuf- 
fering with a Eroks 2 Tf thou can't 
not avoid” it fot fove of the Mold, 
why art thou averſe from expoſing 
hy ſelf to ſome Pains for the ſake 
fa 2 much better Fortune? If — 1 
mu 
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under the Colours of Sim, why wilt 


thou not much rather endure them 


under the Standard of the Croſs, or 


for my ſake ? If thou drag't thy in- 


ſeparable Afffictions after thee, even 


whilſt thou art a Fugitive from the 


Croſs and Me, what ſeduces thee 


from ſuffering with me in the way 


of the Croſs? If, even without a 
Croſs, tis impoſſible to ſhun being 


rack'd and crucify'd with a Thou- 


ſand Injuries and Diſgufts, why de- 
clineft thou ſuffering with «Croſs at- 
tended by everlaſting Trophies? If 


thou muſt ſuffer on an infamous 
Scaffold, in utter Diſgrace, and out 


of favour with che World and Me 
too, why not rather on my Croſs, in 
my Favour, and Effem? Aid, laſt- 
ly, if thou muſt ſuffer here to ſuffer 
endleſs Torments bereaſter, does 
not Reaſon oblige thee to prefer 
equivalent Sufferings for my ſake, 
that thou may'ſt have them gloriouſſy 
changed into Eternal Felicities? 
Ah! Philothea, is it not wiſe and 


muſt neceſſarily endure Hardſhips 
and Tribulations whilſt thou ſerveſt 
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dent in yon, to chaſe; Pains, im 
_ in their; Continuance , and 
mortal in. their Puniſhment, as a re- 
for ſome ſlight and dyi 
Pleaſures? Des —— indil- 
creetly done, to fly from: the Enjoy» 
ment of Eterdal Glory, for fear of 
enduring ſome Eranſvorys.0r ſhore 
- lived Atffliction??? 

See how mann hare faller'd. ei- N 
ther without me, Or againſt; me; and 8 
Tee: how many bare g ed 
ale, and in my cumpeny 2 
po that wicked Sen, and cruel WI 
Brother y thas Ringtador of r fy; 
Se d What has he not 4. the 
ſer d whilſt being againſt; me, he lived a are 

Vagabond in te World? What did Cr. 
he not fuſſer during his ſinful Life? I 
What in his untimely Death? And bu 
with what.Torments has he not been chu 
in Hell. and what is he not ſtill ro de 
a; n Ane 

8 O the » bins Brother | Cro/ 
, S and obſe- / 
quious t his Parents and my Com- 
ande « — ſmaete W 
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and virtuous Life! Conſider with 
what ſhort” Pains he attain'd to be 
the perfect Pattern, and Image of 
Innocence, and therefore crown'd 


with never-dying Happineſs. From 


the time of this primitive Vertue, and 
that firſt barbarous Fratricide,reckon, 
Philothea, and take a general Lift of 
all the Generations of Man till this 
Moment; and thou wilt find nothing 
but Pains without a Croſs in the Wick- 
ed, and Pains with a Croſs, or for my 
ſake, in the Good. The Pains of the 
wicked without a Croſs, or in grati- 
fying their ſenſual Appetite, are ſe- 
conded with Eternal Torments; and 


the Pains of the Good with a Croſs, 


are rewarded with a never-fading 
Crown of Glory. Who then, Philc- 
thea, is ſo dull of Senſe, who of fo 
brutiſh an Underſtanding; as to 
chufe Afflictions without a Groſs, and 
be eternally tormented hereafter 2 
And not to endure Sufferings with 4 
Croſs to be for ever happy in Heaven? 
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Philothea acknowledges the efficacy of 


there is in fa 
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then, and examjning whether I have 
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our Saviour's Diſcourſe. She, ne- 
viertbeleſt repreſentes her Weakneſs, 
and refuſes to carry the Crols. 


Y Lord, ſaid Philothea, the 
truth of what you ſay is un- 
deniable, and heavenly, like your 
ſelf ; but tho' you evince the Fuſtice 
| flexing, permit me to 
fay that you have not proved its 
Facility and Sweetneſs, as I deſired. 
My Underftanding, O God, is ſa- 
tisfy'd that it behoves me to take up 
my Croſs and follow you ; but my 
Weakneſs is not convinced that it 
will be able to carry it: And you, 
O infinite Clemency, ſhou'd not 
over-load me with what is Juſt, but 
grant me that which is ect, eaſie, 
and agreeable as well to me, as to 
that endearing Attribute. | 
I am meaſuring, O Lord, my A- 
bilities with the weight of the Bur- 


ſtrength 
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ſtrength to bear it; I endeavour to 
raiſe the Croſs from this Ground, or 
rather, I receive it from your Al- 
mighty Hands, but I ſink under ſo 
great a Load: What ſucceſs then 
can I hope from my Endeavours ? 
What ſtrength can ſupport a Croſs 
fo terrible, ſo large, and weighty, 
as that which I ſee carried by the re- 
ligious Man ſtriving to aſcend and 
overcome as well the preſſure of his 
Burthen, as the difficulties of the 
Mountain? Orthat ſuſtain d by that 
Holy Prieſt, who, in my ſight, has 
twice already lifted it from the Earth 
on which it fell; and purſued his 
way ? I confeſs, my Eternal Sove- 
raign, that the Croſs is Holy, Good, 
Neceſſary, Convenient, and prefe- 
rable to the Pains we ſuffer without. 
one, in this miſerable World : But L 
beſeech you, moſt merciful God, 
make this Goodneſs Eaſie, and let 
that which is Holy and Meritorious, 
be ſweet and pleating. 
What imports it's being good in 
effect, if it be more painful than the 
Diſeaſe ? There- are Stomachs ſo 
* E 3 weak, 
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weak, as can't bear the bitterneſs of 
a Purge, tho never ſo wholſom; 
and preſently return it back, tho at 
the Peril of their Health. A Preſent 
of Gold is very acceptable, but, if 
the Quantity be ſo great as to Oer- 
whelm the Bearer, and the condition 
be that it muſt not be his, unleſs he 
can Carry it, little Advantage will be 
reap'd from the Gift. Your holy 
Croſs is of much greater value than 
Gold, and of infinite Merit and Vir- 
tue; yet I can't but tremble with the 
Apprehenſion, leaſt ſo vaſt a Load 
of what is good and precious, ſhou'd 
over-poiſe my Weakneſs, and be im- 
poſſible for me to carry, becauſe full 
of Pain and Diſtaſt. | 

I fay not that the Wicked are 


exempt from Afflictions, but that 


they ſuffer with * Satisfaction 
than the good; for Sinners endure 
with Pleaſures, the Vertuous un- 
dergo Pains without any Content. 
The Sufferings of evil Men proceed 
only from ſwimming with the-SFyream 


of their Inclinations ; but the diſ- 


quiets of the Juſt, from ſtriving 


againſt 


Az» CP *s © oo 
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agua the Tale of their Nature, and 
-combating the: Propenſions of the 
ſenſitive Man. The good ſuffer 
aſoending, the wicked deſcending. 
Ceaſe, Philorbes, reply d our Sa- 
viour, ceaſe to argue according to 
the Dictates of thy perverted Reaſon ;. 
tor, tho it be true that the good ſuf- 
fer in their Aſcent, and the bad in 
their Deſcent, yet if T ask you whe- 
cher they go who fuffer deſcending, 
you muſt reply, to Heu; and, if I 
mand whether the ſteep Aſcent 
leads thoſe who climb it with the 
puin and toil of my Crols, if you an- 
ſwer truly you muſt fay, to Heaven. 
How comes it then to paſs, Pbilas bea, 
that you continue ſo inconfiderate 
and —— a — — 4 
rerrity'd at the thought is 
eaſie aria of ſcene into ſo dange- 
k padde you ſhou'd cover Fa 
cility and — in your way to 
2 * 1 
you ſo deutingly affect a favours 
Bale that blows to Eternul Ter- 
ments? If a Malefactor were to ride 
1 E 4 from 
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80 A Pigzrimage tothe 
from Priſon to the place of Execu- 
tion, (and were not guided by De- 
ſpair) wou'd he chuſe a ſwift, or a 
{low and genrle Pace ? Conſider how 
earneſtly the ſick Man deſires to con- 
tinue in the World, rather than un- 
dergo the ſtroke of Death; reflect 
how (like Perſons in danger to be 
drown d) he eagerly catches hold on 
all appearing and uncertain Reme- 
dies of Life, to avoid the Jaws of 
Death: And wou'd he eſteem it a 
-Happineſs that the end of his Life 
 ſhou'd be haſten'd, who makes uſe 
of his utmoſt Endeavours and Defires 
to preſerve it? Try a2 
I The greateſt Miſchief that can be- 
fal Sinners, is. the Facility of their 
- Pleaſures, the Sweetneſs of their 
Crimes, the Cheat put upon them 


by their Delights, the ſwift career 


they make Down-hill, and their fail- 
ing with Wind and Tide, till the 
reach the eternal Miſeries of Hel, 
which are endleſs Moans, unprofita- 
dle Tears, and moft tormenting 
Anguiſh. KA oP, 


Chappel of the Croſs. 81 
Much better wou'd it be for them 
to encounter Difficulties in their Jour- 
ney, than to travel ſmoothly in the 
ways of Sin, to future Torments. 
It wou'd be more advantageous for 
them to walk with Diſcontents that 
will periſh ;. than to glide along the 
Stream of uninterrupted Pleaſures 
into Eternal Pains and Tortures. 
This Eafeneſs, Philotbea, is that whic 


ruins them; for the natural Confor- 


mity, or rather, ſympathy between 


the World and Senſitive Man; ren- 
ders all its Treacheries ſo charming, 


and its Snares ſo agreeable ; that thoſe s 


who have made themſelves unworthy.- 


of my Grace, yielding to its Allure- 
ments, and folded in the ſoft Embra- 


ces of Sin, inſenſibly, yet ſwiftly; 


fall into the Torments of Hell that 


will end ure Eternities of Ages. I3f 
1rd hog Atomic 
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An 


Philothea renews ber [uit to Almighty 
God, for rendring the way of the 
| Crols pleaſant, preſſing it with' freſh 
Arguments ; ſhe receives Satifattion 
in ber | 


doubt s. 


Clnce you, my Lord, faid Philo- 

thea, have vouchfafed your At- 
tention, and ftoop'd the Heavens to 
my fad Complaints, refuſe not, I 


| owes you, your Patience to my 
Im 


portunities. F fee evidently, O 
Eternal 'Majefty ,-. chart che Fa ity 
wicked Men find in ſmning and ſut- 
ering Sthe Fountain whence ſprings 
their ® everlaſting - Miſhaps :. For 


_ *--certain it is that to walk without In- 


terruptionto offend, is to go ſmoothly 
to the place of — and that 
to travel lightly in the ways of Sin 
to Temporal Afflictions, is to run 
{wifttly to Eternal ones. 

But the weakneſs of my Under- 
ſtanding permits me not to compre- 


hend this Myſtery, and the dullneſs 


af 


el e of the Croſs. 83 
of my Bra 1 to ſome ſeru- 


ple which L preſume you'll give me 
cave to uſter; 1s 8 FER an 
Pyll to walk end] er bed) to 
apparent that it cant be FS. to 3 
Leg vily to Virtue ; II it is Welt hurt- 
ful to rr | with 7955 * "offend, | 
1 believe tis {tble 1 865 u'd be 
either good of | deligheful to go with 
a lame and heavy pace, halting as 
5 wor after you, and hinder'd with 


Obſtactes, Intricacies, 15 
2 es, Why, my Lord, do 


charge thoſe, who ſeek and 
ou, with fuch weighty Ee} 112 
hy do you oblige them to aſcend - 
through narrow Streights, and con- 
wer Difficulties ? Is it not enough 
at the way in which % Lau walk is 
rough and 1 uneven, and the M 
tain ſteep and cr but cheir ä 
Shoulder ta be allo loaded with 
+ Cros, and that oof ſo large a Size 
as the very ſight of it is terrible? 
Wound it not be umch better foe. 
thoſe who follow, ſeek and ſerve..: 
you, to go in a level and plain way, 
without any Diſturbance, or Oppo- 
ſition? - 
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fition? And wou d it not be infinite 
M better to run with Alacrity 
Pleafure deſcending, to purſue, [ne 
and adore you ? And Il feeble. 1 
deſtitute of Courage and Virtue, be 
able to endure the weight of the 
Croſs, and Difficulties of the Way, 
if I have not ſtrength enough to 
maſter the Steepneſs of the Aſcent ? 

This falſe Perſwaſion of: thine, 
Philothea, reply d our Saviour, that 
the way of the Croſs is not amiable, 
derives its Origin from thy not com- 
prehending its. wonderful and ineffa- 
ble Myftery ; and for this. Reaſon 
thou doſt not penetrate into the 
Excellency of its way, and art ig- 
norant that it is neither tedious nor 
void of Pleaſure. This prejudicial 
Opinion s the Child of an unhapp 
Parent dwells within thee ;, whi Men 
is, as T hinted' before, thy being go- 
vern d by what is Viſible, and thy 
forgerfalnefs. of 1 85 is Inviſible ; 
thy embracin pearances, . and 
turning awa * Wk from what is 
Cur. and folic 
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Thou look ſt on Certainty and 
Truth, Philothea, - with a.. falſe and 5 
deceirful.Rr Ave; the cheating 1 
and faichleſs Pleaſures of the. World . 
are the Claes through which thou 
ſee ſt: And as he who looks. through 
a green Glaſs, has. all Objects re- 
preſented to him under that Colour, 
not under that which: is natural to 
them; ſo thou, Philotbea, who be- 
holdeſt ſpiritual Obj jects with delu- 
ding, weak, andcarnal E es, neither. 
un erſtandeſt, nor E rich of 
the way of the Cro 

Thou art afraid of thoſe weighty 
Croſſes carried Nut my, Servants 
climbing up that but thoſe 
which thou Ls to be Heavy 
and Burthenſom, they eſteem Light 
and Eaſie: Thon ſt them trou- 
bleſome, og rn find them, pleaſing 
and deli, ghtf that Croſs. which to 
thee —— A Load, is tion 
of it. The. Plumes o the Bis _ 
in appearance are bulky: an nde- 
| — are the cauſe of "heir Avi 
and Flight. The Sails. of a Ship. 
which ola with the. Wing, ſeem 
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which it moves wie $6 0 Fart ſp 8 
hor 6050 200 n 9 of 
tis „ and yet 
RAR bo both one and de 
Ser by che Ell of Falſhood, and 
Vanity: Whereas tis impoſiible that 
ſuch nles ſhot'd direct thee to the 
Knowledge'd f Truth and Vertne; 
See ft 2s not, fookſh' Philorbea, 
the Cheat” cfeatly enough, to diſh. 
buſe-thy ſelf? chou not how 
thoſe who great Croſſes, walk 
faſter and with more Agility than 
the others? See ſt thorn not that tho 
we born by of to thee Si hexvie 2 
Are a it t We 
light * Y of ot, trot Ae thoſe 
1 f rt the biggeſt Croffes give 
aid tot e Bearers of the fittle ones? 
That: Hole who are barefoot, tread 
— firm} J. and with greater bold- 
42 "on Thiſtles, Brambles, 
and oints of Rocks? * That thoſe 
who are thinneſt clad, endure the 
moſt piercing. Cold with e eh 
whilſt thoſe re warmly wrapp d 
ſuffer - 17 with Impatience? * 
thou 
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thou not chat Servant of mine who 
carries that moſt weighty Croſs, 
which to thee ſeems-to b made of 
Lead, wich What —— * De- 
light, and Eaſe, he mounts the 
Steep, as if his Croſs were 
Cor ? And ſee'ſt theu We 
other, who ſuitably to the weakneſs 
of his Conſtitution, carries that 
Croſs of Straw, Puffs and blows 
in his Aſcent, and 18 hardly able to 
bear his Bur tien? * 22 8950 
Is it poſſible, Philethes; that this 
Mirade which appears — thy Eyes, 
ſmou'd no c pro thy Haine 
to know. — ch 2 75 
Virtue which thou feet nor'? 18 
poſſible that thou ſhou'dſt 


| norunt char. the 12 — the Trok 


a5 
fweetehl WA Titer, and ak 
mT of it ſel 


caſe: and 
18 


an by 
weighs, the more ir alleviates; chat 
che mote it” op ſles, che mere it 
recreates; e ore fe fkeerns to 
x hin- 


Gneul aud unpledfante? And 
-how'! mach! the more ie 
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way ?. 


88 4 Pilgrimage to the 
hinder, the more it facilitates the 


Who ever carried a Croſs compa- 
rable to mine? And yet, at the 
ſame time; I refreſh, ſtrengthen, 
and encourage all Men to carry each 
his own Croſs; nay, if I had not 
born my me none wou'd have 
been able to ſerve and follow me 
with theirs. Apprehendeſt thou 
yet, how it comes to paſs that the 
nas Croſſes not only relieve and 
uccour the Bearers of them, but alſo 
ſweeten and comfort them in ſuch a 
manner as to be enabled with the 
oxer· plus of their Strength, to aſſiſt 
thoſe Who are diſtreſſ wich their 
little ones? 
What think thou of che Croſa 
born by my Mother? Of the Sword 
of Simeon ſtabb ꝗ through: her Heart? 
Reflect new who it 08s | that. go” 
ber Strength to carry ſo 
Croſs: And if ſhe her. ſelf by an an 
Example of Conſtancy and Courage 
which ſhe gave, has not animated; 


wany Saints to carry theirs ?). 


{11 


Hathr 


Chappel of ibe Crols. 89 
' Hath not Peter, my Subſtitute and 
Vicar, with the other Apoſtles, been 
the moſt eminent and zealous Fol- 
lowers of my Croſs? Are not they 
the Perſons who publiſh'd and 
preach'd it to the World? And the 
valiant: Captains of the Croſs,” who 
by their Works'and Examples enga- 
| god Thouſands to imitate them? 
hoſe who underwent the gre 
Croſſes, were they not the Perſons 
who encouraged others to ſuſtain 
their little ones? You muſt not 
therefore, Pbilothea; take your Meg- 
ſures of che Croſs from ſuperficial 
A ces; but from what is real 
and ſubſtantial. - You-muft not take 
your Dimenſions of the Croſs, from 
ies Bulk and ſeeming Weightineſs, 
but from the force of their Love who 
bear it, and from the powerful Aid 
which they receive from my Grace. 
It follows then, that in the way of 
the Crofs, the Leſs is the Greater, 
and the Greater Croſs is the Leſs. 
Anſwer me, Philothea; if I ſhou d 
lay, upon thy Shoulders, a. Croſs of 
the bigneſs of 2a Mountain, = 4 
t wi 


90 4 Pe/gremage tothe 
with my fuſtain it, 
in ſuch 2 manner, as it thou'd reſt 
lightly upon thee, ſcarce touching 
any pare of thee 3 is it not certain 
that you wou d not only endure ir, 
but move eaſiiiy with it? "Tis mani- 

feſt you du d. On the other ide, 
ou d I lay upon you a Croſs of a 
Hundred d weigin, without 
giving any Aſſiſtance, cou'd you 
walk with it? Afluredly you cou d 
not. But if my Grace ſuſtain its 
weight, ſo chut yon o _ to 
bear it, and burn with a 
thre, and anxious Concern to 
the whole Burthen ns ; en 
it not then be Eaſie? 

. Have yon not ſeen, Pöiluben, de 
Stones of à vaſt bignefs, call d the 
Pawrices, and others af the ſame 
Faser — 2 — caft out. by che 

ons of the adj flaming 

Mountains ; out of „hehe Fire 
bas exhaled and dried up all their 
Moiſture: And obſerv'd what A- 
mazement they crente in the Behol- 
ders, before touch them, hut, 
when handled; are found to be of 


— 


Chappel of the Crok, or 
no weight? Soure the — 
appear mt ou of a ous dize, 
in which the tervor of my Love has 
conſumed and dried up all that's 
e 
not what is 
and voie Kae N 148 
Tell me, Philo bea, if a A 
Power ſhou d impaſe a heavy Load 
upon a Man who in appearance was 
very 8 and inſufficient to bear 
it; ut if an inward and unſeen 
Sg made him capable of a _ 
ty Burthen, what harm won 
eg Gon I it not ſaid _—_ = 
Remora ſtops the courſe of a Ship 
Cas LT 7 The littleneſs of — 
inders not its Operation wi 
effec, if it 1 oh top Ver- 
tue that gives it à trength zor 
to all Difniculties. 7 
Tell me, if Two Men ſhou'd car- 
ry a Croſs of an extraordinary 
—_ one of them being extream- 
ly feeble, the other immenſly ftrong ; 
o chat what was deficient through 
the weakneſs of one, was abundantly 
In by the others 8 
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92 4 Pilgrimage to the 
What imports the fesbleneſs on one 
ſide, if the others Strength make 
good that defect? You ſee, Philo- 
thea, the weak Man carrying the 
Croſs, but the ſecret Virtue, Strength, 
and Vigour which I beſtow, is con- 
ceal'd from your ſight: And in this 
is grounded your: miſtake of things, 
ou ſee the Bxterior, but not the 
terior. | 
Tho great Croſſes without my 
Grace are heavy, yet with the aid 
of it they are light, and comfor- 
table. Tho it were impoſſible for 
you, if deftitute of my Aſſiſtance, 
to ſtand under the Load; yet, ſuc- 
cour d by me, they are only fo weigh- 
ty as to your Virtue an eaſie 


give 
Subject for Merit, and alleviate - 


what's painful. Do you ſee, Philo- 
thea, how thoſe Croſſes which you 
imagin d troubleſome and heavy, 
are Wings for you to fly withal in 
the way of Virtue ? 

And do you believe that TIl load 
you with a greater Burthen than you 
will be able to bear? Do yeu believe 


me ſo unjuſt as to lay ſuch a Croſs: 


upon 


takes the Load upon itſelf. 


its weight? Credit me, Philot bea, 


e the Weight and Diſplea- 


0 . 


bis Groſs aud come after, I had even 


Chappel of the. Croſs. 93 


upon you, as will oppreſs your Weak- 
neſs ? Wou d I, peradventure, bur- 
then your Shoulders with any thing 
intolerable ? Believe, Philothea, I'm 
faithful to my Word; believe that I'll 
either detract from the weight of 
the Croſs, or proportion thy forces 
to it: And if I leſſen its weight, it 
is to aid the weakneſs of your Na- 
ture; if Ladd Strength, my Grace 


What imports it, that, in Appea- 
rance, the entire heavineſs remains, 
if, in effect, I remove the trouble of 


there is no Phyſician who tenderly 
loves his Patient, that ſo exactly 
meaſures and weighs the Drams of 
Aloes and what is ſweet, tempering 
them ſo equally as it may be taken 
without offence to the Pallate of the 
Patient; as I meaſure, ballance, and 


ure of the Croſs, till he that follows 
me is capable of bearing it. 


Think, Philothea, that when Iſaid, 
Let him, that will follow e, take up 


then 


1 


> \ 
_—_—. 


94 A Pilerimage to the 
chem provided Croſſes fitted and ac- 
—— to all W who were 
to follow my Steps, ima- 
gin el lead f wht 
it would be impoſſible for to 
follow me? I deſeended to er 
take you with me to Heaven, and 
woud I open a way chither, that 
wou'd' loſe you on Farth : > And 
know, Philethez, that if ' Pleaſures 
diſpoſed youmorefor Salvation, than 
Croſſes and Afflictions, be affured 
that the way to Heaven ſhou'd iy 
— with A 6 de li 
to the end that 4 t A 
and none miſerable, © wal 


1 
* — — — — — — 
* * - 


CHAP. xn 


Philochea our Savior: to make 

fins way fromthat of the Croſs: 

He lets her 75 that fhe's miſtaken in 
the thing ſhe — 


A: Sſoon as our Sede had done 
ſpeaking; Pbilotbea taking hold 
his laſt Words, and conceiving 

that 


k 5.4 


lat 


Chappel of the Croß. 95 
chat ſhe had found . ſomething in 
them . which wou d turn to her Ad 
vantage, and from whence ſhe might 
derive ſome Conſolation for the 
Diſquiets of her Soul, addreſt her 
ſelf to him in theſe Terms. '' + 

I ſay not, Eternal Soveraign, that 
the Delights of Sin, or the Sins that 


bring Pleaſure along with them; 


can be either a way to follow you, 
or a Diſpoſrion to _ you ; For 
tis apparent, that the greateſt Evil, 
bil is Sin, can't be a means to 
acquire the higheſt Good, which is 
he who is infinitely ſſo. 
Tis manifeſt that to imitate: you, 
is not to perſecute you: Tis evident 
if you came, as Lord and Maſter of 


Virtue, to inſtruct the World; and 


beftow the r y.of it upon Vir- 
tue, to the end Sin might be baniſhᷣ d, 
that it is not poſſible for Vice to con- 
duct us in your Service: And it is 
moſt certain that ſince the ' Good is 
the ſupreme Rule by which we muſt 
order and frame our lives, and you 
having given your ſelf (who are eſ- 
ſentinily all :thar's good * 
. ent 
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96 A Pilgrimage to the 
lent) for our Rule; we cant follow 


ſtray from our guide, and employ 


our utmoſt Endeavours to break the 


divine Rule with a continuance of 


our Crimes. £44 Ge n 
This is not the thing that I deſire, 
but that you wou'd be pleas d to 


frame a way for me (fince you will 


not grant it to others) that is not 
peſter d with ſo many Difficulties 
and Obſtacles, as is the holy, pain- 


ful, and unpleaſant way of the Croſs, 
which not only o'ercharges thoſe 


who embrace it, but ſtartles and 
daunts thoſe who only think onꝭt. 

And 1 not only intreat you, my 
Lord, to order another way leſs pain- 
ful for my ſelf, but alſo, humbly pe- 
tition the ſame for others; for I wiſh 
with all my Soul, that you may have 
many Followers, many Inamorato s, 
many Servants and Votaries, and 
innumerable Adorers. I ſay not, 


that thoſe who follow you in the 


laborious and toilſome way-of the 
Croſs, do not adore you with grea- 
ter Affection, and do not merit more. 

E than 


exterior, Cont 


Chappel of the Croſs. 97 


than thoſe who venerate and vr 
ſhip you without unde 

and Afflictions; but Lay ome- gr 
thoſe, who deſire” to follow you, 
will faine in the Enterprize, and 
many others, terrifyd with the 
thoughts of ſuch a difficult way, will 
not only ceaſe to follow - you, but 
will offend and perſecute you. Tf 
ou wou'd pleaſe to make a way, 
or me and others like my ſelf, % 
decent, and modeſt Recreations ane 
— not ſtaind with any Evil, 
but full of harmleſs Mirth and inno- 
cent Paſtimes, without Pennance 
and Rigours, as well interior, = 

chout Faſtings, Oblie 

tions, or any of thoſe Precepts that 


afflict and mortiſie the Body, in 


which we might go contentedly, 
with Pleaſure and without any Di- 
ſturbance: I doubt not but this be > 
of following you, wou d be leſs perfec 


than that of the Croſs, yet tis certain 


that the number of you followers 
wou d be infinitely increas d; and” 
ſince I deſire that Multitudes ſhou'd 
walk in your way, tis more for 

F -. your 
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Hilgrimage to the 
— ſake than mine, yet L deſire 
this new. one. | - 

Our Saviour. obſerving che Mak 
char coyer d her true and real mean- 
5 chat under the diſguiſe of 
ty: ſhe conceal' d her wn Im- 
be ens, and Self- intereſt, made 

is reply. O Philothea, how like a 
miſerable and fooliſh Woman you 


* - q 


talk? You, wou'd have me make 
Another way for you, under the pre- 


tence of having it done for my ſake; 


this wou d be hh way, and not 
mine; Your: -way wou d to Per- 
dition, mine to, Salvation: And will 
you rather be conducted ina your 
08 Wa 49: Eternal 
in ue to Eternal Happineſs 

What way is this, purſued He, 
faſhion'd; by thy ſick and crary Ins- 
gination? Wat Delights and Re- 
pp are thoſe, which being Sen- 
vou wou d have me eſteem as 
| Se Maufl I reward, your Re- 
creations, Merriments and Paſtimes, 
ick Heaven 2. Shall your Corporal 
NE merit my Eaoyment? 
1 Sire * becauſe you 


1107 . | in- 


r 


indulpe 3 


r 7 


lizs\ me to a 
„ 


= 'd 
t cd yoo 


Chappel of rbe Ctofs. "99 * 

Appetites in tke World 2 
And e ie Bternal BB 
u : aufe you entertain 
ber hre hen with Temporal and brittly 
What 4 ou give to 6h- 
tal 7 At: What 
Eternal Glow? 
ou ewe Glories 'One- 
amongft Sinners, and 


l aten amongſt the 
Bleſſod ? One in your place of Ba- 


iſtmegt, the other I In 
native Co 


Faur more 


deſcended upon 


Earth t fuffer, and 'wou'd yen 
aſcend to Heaven withoue taſting g of 


the bitter Cup? J came amongſt 
you : clad in Miſery 
come tot 
throuph! 
Mid tell me, 5 


* 


, and weu'd 
Choir 4 with 2 
Way of Eafe's 9. 

le — EA 
ible to contain you 

6 limites of e m 


ir ſelf with- 


be per- 
wh ene „Without 8 


What 18 


Lifetime, „ 
your ſelf 4 


prohibited * Tf SIEGE 
nothing bur Divertifements in yok 

on” never me! 
ighe; - never” Heek 


your too forward Appetite, never 
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200 A Pilgrimaze the 


combat a Temptation, and if you 
never ſuffer any Miſhap, j 


ow ist 
poſſible, that, leading a free, ſoft, 
Jovial, and pleaſant Life, how I 2 


is t poſlible that your too inſolent 


Appetite and naturally bent to Evil, 
Mou d obſerve a due Reſtraint? The 
Saints can hard ly moderate and — 


the Appetite without an almoſt p 


tual we of their Diſciplines, tl 
=__ Faſtings, and 7 — 


and do you think to follow me in 


the way of Pleaſures and Delights, 
(tho you paint em free from Sin, 
And undiſturb d by Paſſions) if you 
reſtrain not 1 Deſires, and keep 
my Precepts 
My Servant Paul handles himſelf 
with Rigour, becauſe ſenſible of a 
Law within him that is repugnant 
to his Reaſon ; and do you pretend 
(Whilſt lull'd in Delight) to curb 
your Appetite, and ſubdue that Law 
which Paul reſented. in himſelf? Art 
thou ignorant, Philothea, that the 
Ae Man upon. Earth is a conti- 
gual War 2. Doſt thou not yet —_ 


— 


Chappel of the Croſs. 16 v 


that theCarnal and-Spiritual Man mu- 
tually fight againſt each other? En- 


mities of this Ne ever prefup- 
poſe a Contrariety. But, if t e So 
is enſlaved to e. Body, 
will it: derive either 
Power to reſiſt? If they are confe- 


derate, what motive wilt thou find 
to begin a quarrel ? What Strength. 


will Reafon ſummon to her reſcue, 
if the Appetite always bear the 


* hi: Py — 
in this ima Way, Fr Z 1 
thea, which yo 1 Fare invented 


things Are managed by the prick Ming 
ding Appetite, whole aim is Delight 
and: Pleafure, what forces can the 


Soul arm for the repreſſing that im- 
erious and domineering Tyrant? 
hoſe who entruſt themſelves to the 

Conduct of that erroneous way , 

_ perhapsenter it witha deſign ro 
low me, bur, in the end wou'd 


find they had gone from me : They | 
wou'd embrace it in hopes of rea 


ing Pleaſures and Satisfaction; but 
notwith an intention to ſerve, plea ſe, 
3 imitate Me. When they have 

oh con- 


whence. 
ourage or 
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fuſjon thou can ſt pretend to an eaſie 
and delightful way, and declare as 


10 V Prerimage to the 

conſumed a few Months: in this a* 
s way, firow'd:: wich undi - 
iturb'd. Paſtimes, Reckeations, and 
Mürth, do yon think they Il be im · 
proved in the love of Heaven? Or 
that they U be more diſpoſed to leave 
this World that chey may receive 


che recompenſe of their well-pent 


time? bro d ind 0. 
poſſible, Philothea, that 
Shame appears not in Bluſhs on thy 
Face for propoſing a way of Plea- 
ſures and Delights withbut a Croſs 


(cho harmleſs and tolerable, as you 


_ - _ term.them): to Ae, who for your 


| defpiled all worldly Honour to em- 


brace Afflictions and a Death on the 
Croſs? To me, who from the firſt 


Moment of my Birth, till the laſt of 
| 2 toil'd and ſweat to found and 


abliſh the way of the Croſs ? It 
N that, without marks of Con- 


much to me, who for your ſake be- 
came a Men of Grief? And tho wt 
Body is no longer ſuſceptible of oo 


_ 


wav A 


whs M. as mi od do iS 4 «6 it 


Chappel of "the Croſs. 103 
Impreſſions, Iyet wear on my Hands, 
Feet and Side, us everlaſting Tro- 
phies of my tendereſt and moſt diſin- 
tereſſed and affectionate Love; the 
Scars of thoſe Woands: that put me 
to ſo great and ſo terrible Pains. ' © / 

Can it be, thou ſhou dſt defire to 
follow me, witbout imitating m 
Life ? Can it be, thou ſhou'dit deſire 
a different way from that I made 
choice of? Can it be thou ſhou'dft 
riſe: thy Ambition to my Crown 
and Gloty, and yet refuſe to follow 
my Example? Think ſt thou, that 
to follow me in the way of Eaſe and 
Pleaſure, is to imitate me who lived 
in Tribulation and Diſtreſs? Is it 
thus thou repay'ſt the Sincerity of 
my Love? Wou'd the Soldier imi- 
tate his Captain, if he ſhou d be re- 
velling amongſt his Comerades, whilſt 
his Captain was engaged in a dan- 
gerous Combat? Nein 

If to imitare me is to labour for 
your own Happineſs, and that you 
approach bony to me, — more 

rou repreſent me in your Lite ; you 
ko greedity cover Merriments, Pa- 

— * ſtimes, 
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Chriſt had never been without 


* 


ſtimes, and Delights, in what do 
you imitate me? What marks of Re- 
1emblance do your bear with the 
Actions of my Life? If I ſaid that I 
had ſet you an Example by which 
you might order the conduct of 
your lives, in what do you reſemble 
im who dy'd on a Croſs for your 
Redemption, if you indulge your 
Eaſe, gratifie your Senſes, and ſet 
your Heart upon Delights? F 
Im not ſo rigid, Philothea, as to 
torbid my Followers their Recrea- 


tions: I permit thoſe that travel in 


the way of the Croſs, to enjoy rea- 
ſonable Pleaſures ; but not as you 
-wou'd have it, to frame a way com- 
peſed of Pleaſures, Paſtimes and De- 
liglits, but, to ſweeten their painful 
3 „I permit harmleſs Diver- 
ſions, ſuch as are not contrary to my 
Law; but not, as you deſire, a Life- 
time ſpent in the height of ſports, 
and the full Poſſeſſion of whatſoever 
vyour Heart deſires. : of 
As there cou'd never have been a 
Chriſtian without a Chriſt, and 


Croſs 
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Croſs; (for if I had not taken reſt- 


leſs pains to teach and preach, and 


confirm 7 Doctrine by my Exam- 
ple, the Work of Man's Salvation 
wou'd never have been perfected) ſo 


there can be no true Chriſtianwho does 


not practically ſhew the Faith that 
he profeſſes. For this Reaſon, my 
Church adds to the Divine Com- 
- mandments, Her Precepts; to the 
end you may be Chriſtians in effect: 


As if a. Croſs were laid on your 
Shoulders, to be a Badge of Chri- 


ſtianity.. .. . 


For this purpoſe are order d the 
obſervance of Faſts and holy Feſti- 
vals, with other penal and diſtaſtful 
Injunctions: To this end were di- 
rected the pious Endeavours of in- 
numerable Saints; who, as it were 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves, and mani- 


feft their Faith by the Sanctity of 


their Lives, waged a continnal War 
againſt their Appetite, which was in 
perpetual Rebellion againft Reaſon, _ 


and againſt my Law. And at this 


Mark aim'd thoſe words of mine, The - 


Kingdem of Heaven ſuffers vil lence, and 
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3s only won by vigorous Aſſaults, to carb 
ain. 7 8 ature : And alſo for 
this end I bid my followers take u 

their Croſs and come after me, An 

thus, feeble and cowardly Philorbes 
to ſhun the way of the Croſs, an 
Tun in fearch of your chimerical 
way of Pleafores and Delights, is 
to fly from the imitating, his Exam- 
ple who lived in Afflictions, and 
dy'd on a Croſs for you: And let 
me tell you, that whoever follows 
me not in this Life with a Croſs, 
ſhall not enjoy me in the next. 


CHAP. XIII. 


Philothes «ds our Soviou how iti: 
Poſſible for thoſe. to be chearfid who 


purſue the way of the Croſs in Tears, 
S ighs, and Lamentations ; be gives 


| ber r Reaſon of it. - 


LV A fedly believe, what you are 
pleas'd to ſay, and am entirely con- 
vinced that the way of the Croſs J 

Holy 
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Holy and. Reaſonable; but that it is. 
. Agreeable and Pleaſant, ſurpaſſes my 
Inderſtanding. Woud you, my 
Lord, have my Faith contradict my 
Eyes? If I both hear and ſee the 
Pains that are taken to maſter the 
Difficulties of that Hill which you 
have ſhew'd me, and the wan decay d 
Complexion of thoſe that travel with 
their Croſſes ; if, without illuſion I 
behold the Tears, and hear their 
Moans, ſhall I believe that he who 
laments and ſighs is not ſenſible of 
Pain and Affliction? 110 
If L ſee that ſad Anchoret purſuing 
his tedious way with a tormenting 
Croſs on his Shoulders, a River of 
Tears ſtreaming from his Eyes, and 
rending the Air with his Sigh: and 
Lamentations ; if I behold that Maid, 
of a tender and delicate Conſtitu- 
tion, barefoot, unclad, and in ex- 
tream Poverty; leaving, as ſhe goes 
along, the Impreſſion. of hes Feet 
in the Blood that trickles apace from 
ber Body to che Earth: And, if my 
Eyes ſcarce encounter a Face that is 
not bathed in Sweat and Tears, can: 


you,. 
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you, my God, exact of me a Belief 
contrary to what I plainly both hear 
and ſee * *Tis a ſtrong Proof of Obe- 
dience you demand, when you bid 
the Soul give to. its Eyes the Lye, 
command it not to know what it be- 
holds,” and to deny that my. Ears are 
ſtruck with the Sound which they 
moſt evidently hear. Did' not we 
receive our Senſes from your Boun- 
ty, to the end' we might by them be 
inform'd' of and know what paſſes 
in the World about us 7 How then, 
moft dread Majeſty, ſhall I diſcredit 
my Senſes, and believe that to Suffer 
is a Recreation, and to undergo At- 
flictions, a Sport? 
Tis true, Philothea, anſwer d our 
Saviour, that Objects are convey d 
through the Senſes to the Underſtan- 
ding, and therefore Sounds affedt 
the hearing, and what is viſible makes 
Impreſſion upon the Sight, fro 
vwhence they are carried to the Brain 
and you know by Experience tha 
Tears, Sighs, and Moans are ſign: 
of Grief: Indeed, the different Sound 
er Strokes upon the Organ are the 
| pee 
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Proper Object of Hearing, but that 
they are the effects of Grief is known 
by an act of Reaſoning which is pro- 
per to the Soul. You mutt therefore 
ave a care leſt you confound the 
Operations of the. Senſes, with thoſe 
of the. Underſtanding.. You ſee 
Tears, and hear Sighs and Lamenta- 
tions, that is, thoſe different Sounds. 
affect the Ears after different ways; 
but the cauſe of this is known by 
Diſccurſe and Reaſoning upon it.: And, 
if you are not careful, you may make 
a wrong Judgment. of it, as you do 
in this Caſe. I grant you that Sighs 
and Complaints are ſometimes the 
eſſects of Grief, but if you at this 
time conclude that the Difficulties of 
the Way are the cauſe of it, you are 85 
certainly miſtaken. Had you, Phi- WM 
lot hen, beheld Magdalen at my Feet, 
waſhing them with her Tears, wi- 
ping them with her diſhevelld Hair; 
and her Breaſt, not able to contain 
her Grief, burſting into Throbs, and 
Sighs, with extremeſt Violence; 
What Judgment wou'd you have 
made of this vehement Sorrow, ex- 
preſt 
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preſt in moſt bonne Effects? Tis 
pip, (an, 5 * purſued your _ 
of judging pearance, you 
have believed his ſhe was eicher af- 
flicted with ſome corporeal Pain, or 
lay under the heayy Preſſure of a 
deſperately troubled Mind, occa- 
ſion d by the Ri of my Doctrine, 
which bids all thoſe who will enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven, to forlake 
the Pleaſures of the World, the do- 
ing which appears ſo difficult, and 
terrible to you. But how deludedly, 
and how erroneouſly wow'dſt thou 
have paſs d thy Judgment? Magdalen 
was not capable of being touch d 
with thoſe mean Conſiderations, tho 
not long before ſhe had been a moſt 
deſperate Sinner, and had wholly 
abandon d her ſelf to the Pleaſures of 
the World: A mixture of Love and 
Sorrow o'rwhelm'd her penitent Soul, 
and the Love of me, which had per- 


fectly extinguiſh'd her vicious Flames, 
together with a real and lively Senſe 
of the loſs of ſo much time as ſhe 
had waſted in the purſuit of Vani 
and Folly, to the putting in — | 
4 4— 


* 
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Hazard thoſe everlaſting Felicities 
of which ſhe had heard me diſcourſe 
with 2 great deal of Plaineſs and E- 
vidence, were the cauſes of her 
Grief, and the two Sources whence 
flow'd her penitential Tears that 
ended not but with her Life. Nei- 
ther that Anchoret, nor that Maid 
whom you ſee are afflicted at the 
Hardſhips with which the way to 
Heaven, to thee, ſeems paved: y 
thirft, and ſigh after Me, the living 
Fountain of thoſe Streams that give 
Eternal Life, and Perpetuity of un- 
Interrupted Happineſs to thoſe who 
heartily deſire it. | 
But, Phjlothea, tho your Judg- 
ment is ſubject to Error in ſuch ca- 
ſes; yet, ſince T have eftabliſh'da more 
ſure and unerring Principle, which 
is my ſelf, who am the Truth; no fal- 
ſhogd can reſide in my Verities, and in 
your Faith while you believe them, 
or deceive the believers of them. 

Hence it comes to paſs, that, tho 
Objects ſhou d appear to your Senſes 
in their natural Form and Figure, 
from whence you might 8 
| 5 em 
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them to be ſuch as are ordinarily re- 
preſented to you under ſuch Acci- 
dents, you muſt deny credit to your 
Senſes, if I aſſure you that the Object 
is really different from what it ſeems 
to be. And, in the caſe of thoſe 
Pains and Afflictions with which the 
followers of my Croſs ſeem oppreſt, 
vou ought much rather yield aſſent 
to what I ſay, than to what you ſee. 
If tis plain that I've declared by the 
Mouth of my Prophet, that God is 
Sweet, as well as Juſt, why does my 
Juſtice ſtartle thee ? And why art 
thou not invited by my Sweetneſs? 
If thou acknowledgeſt theſe to be 
my Words, Sweet is my yoak, and my 
burthen light ;, why ſtandeſt thou a- 
mazed at the Load ? Why doſt not 
embrace ſo fair an Invitation, nor 
believe either the lightneſs or ſweet- 
neſs of my. Yoak ? If the holy Pro- 
phet taught this truth of me, Taft, 
and you ſhall find that aur Lord is ſweet : 
What means this Unwillingneſs and 
Reluctance in thee to taſt how ſweet 
he is, that thou may'ſt behold in 
Heaven that God, of whoſe Bonne . 

| 7 
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and Sweetneſs thou haſt taſted on 
Earth? If my Croſs is my Yoak, 
and I affirm that my Yoak is eaſe 
and ſweet, why refuſeſt thou to be- 
lieve that my Croſs is fweet and 
eaſie? 8 

Wilt thou, Philothea, rather chuſe 
to believe thy abuſed Eye- ſight, than 
my true, certain, and holy Word? 
Do thy fallible and erroneous Senſes 
perad venture dictate greater Certain- 
ties than my unerring Veracity? To 
thoſe very Senſes, by which thou art 
daily couſen d, and flatter d into 
Fooleries, and to pay Homage to 
Dirt and Corruption, doſt thou ſur- 
render up thy Faith, rather than to 
my Truth and Light? Ist not e- 
nough, Philot bea, that J ſay it? Can 
my erity fail? The Generations of 

en ſhall paſs away, Heaven and 
Farth ſhall periſh; but the leaft 
Tittle of what I ſay ſhall ſtand firm 
and unſhaken ro Eternity. But, 
ſince you will not approach me, in 
Faith, (as you ought, and it is moſt 
. paſt you ſhoud) out of Compaſſion 
| el 
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to thy Weakneſs; Ell ſtoop to thee 
in Love and Patiencde. 


714 


— 


antrat Philothea, bow 
zo ſuffer and rejoice, are things con- 


Ive already told „  Philothea, 
1 faid our Vea inuing his 
Diſcourſe, that Man is a compound 
of Soul and Body; the ions of 
the Soul, like her ſelf, are wholly 


Spiritual, and are diftinguith'd in- 


0 Uu ng, or Knowleds, and 
Ni, or a Power by which ſhe 
embraces one thing preferrably to a- 
nother, and determines her ſelf to 
Action: And the Soul being the ſu- 
perior Part, theſe Operations pro- 
perly belong to it, and are the v 
Soul it ſelf. The Body or Inferior 
part is of a mixt Nature, and com- 
prehends the Senſitive, and Vegita- 
tive Being; its Operations are alto- 
gether Corporeal: This 2 
: A A- 
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Nature is the 8 and Womb of 
ger, Hutred, ſen- 
cites, witythe 
ved. in; aa 
Body; and N, 
teaſon of the fri Union and Al- 
liance with the Son, ſhe is put into 
A Ps and diforder by chem, unleſs 
much Mitreſe| of her ſelf as 
to make em ſubmit to the Laws of 
Reaſon. Hence reſuks, that a Per- 
ſon may at de fare time de gad, 
and ſorry 3 de ufflicted, and pleas d; 
be diſquierad, and ar-ireſt ; defire a 
and abhor it; nd noewih- 
dere N ronatnt- 5. 
d with opes, 
* to, and procure) the 
Po mon of it. 

Haſt thou not ſeen an affectionate 
Mother, apply a Remedy to her 
Child's 'Diſtemper, „ with what Re- 
luctance ſhe gives the bitter Potion, 
and reſents moſt feelingly the pain 
her little one receives from it, and 
rejoices when tis taken? The Con- 
ſideration of her Child's health 
creates Joy; and the natural Ten- 

| | derneſs 
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derneſs of a Mother, which ſprings 
from Paſſion, and is rooted in cor- 
poreal Nature, is the occaſion of that 
Shock and inward Abhorrence.. Haſt 
thou not ſeen a Father chaſtiſe the 
Son he tenderly affects; who, tho 
evry Laſh the Son receives, moſt 
ſenſibly ſtrikes himſelf, yet conti- 
nues the Correction, and tho' he's 
Afflicted at his Cries and Tears, is 
nevertheleſs the occaſion of them? 
How comes it to paſs that he's pleas d, 
and troubled at the ſame time? It is 
becauſe Reaſon (or theSuperior part) 
ſees it neceſſary for the Child's good 
that he ſhou d be chaſtis d; whilſt, at 
the ſame time, the Inferior or Senſi- 
tive part, is affected with motions of 
Tenderneſs, at its mournful Cries. 
and Complaints. 4 
So, Philothea, it happens to my 
Servants who carry their Croſs after 
me; the Superior Part, with Plea- 
ſure and Satisfaction beholds Eternal 
. at the end of a well-ſpent 
Life ready to reward her; whilſt the 
Inferior is drawn to Obedience with 
Pain and Difficulty. The Soul re- 
joices, 


zoices, in hopes to accompliſh her 
Deſire, which is to attain that  ine- 
ſtimable Good which ſhe evidently 
ſees muſt make her truly happy, by 
reducing her Body to terms of Rea- 
ſon ; but the Inferior part, naturall 
adhering to thoſe material Object 
which ſooth and flatter the Senſes, is 
not without Force and Violence hin- 
dred from yielding to 'em,and drawn 
to act conformably to Reaſon. Nei- 
ther is it a Crime in my Servants to 
meet with this Oppoſition from the 
Corporeal part; provided the Soul 
is not in the end overcome by the 
frequent and violent Solicitations of 
the Senſitive Man: For this is to re- 
ſiſt, combat, and vanquiſh, that the 
may be crown d; and arrive, throu oh 
Victory, at. Enjoyment, and in Frui- 
tion meet an eternal and glorious 
Theſe domeſtick Wars, Philorbea, 
have conſtantly —_— the Saints; 
and, what is more, I my ſelf have 
combated, and-overcome innumera- 
ble Temptations, as an Example to 
others, both how to reſiſt, and how 


to 
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to vanquiſn in the like Occaſions: 
Fil'paſs| over many, and only men- 
tion my Agony in the Garden, when 
my Knowledge of all things repre- 
ſented to my iar ation, in a moſt 
lively manner, the barbarousAffronts, 
the ignominzous Uſige, the bloed 
Torments, and all the: Crueltibs that 
an inſenſible Rabble could invent, 
were ready to be infficted on me. 
My Inferior part gave outward Sym- 

_ in a bloody Sweat, how ſenfi-. 

ly the Imagination was affected with 

the Idea of my future 2 
whilit my Soul was in Tranquility, 
and — diſpaſed to undergo the 
utmoſt —— of my Paſſion, and 
Death itſelf upon the Crofs'for. the 
Salvation of Men. My Mother alſo, 
my diſconſolate Mother, and Wit⸗ 
nefs of my cruel Death, tho ſhe her 
ſelf ſrem's nail'd, as it were, to a 
Crofs, when ſhe beheld me cruci- 
fy'd in fo barbarous à ſaſhien, yet 
her Soul was perfectly ref) End eo 
the Will of my Eternal F ne 

See it thou, Philathea, how: to tt 
fo and to rejoice, are things _- 

ent 


? 
: 
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ſtent 2 How the Senſitive or Infe+ 
rior — rel fad and afflicted, 
and the Rational and Superior Man, 
reſign d, and pleasde And 
na the Body clings to the 
World, and is therefore : difficulthy 
induced to abandon it; whilft the 
Soul is delighted with the proſpect 
of future Happineſs, which is to be 
acquired by working up the whole 
Man to be truly Rational in all his 
Actions? Seeiſt thou how tis poſſi- 
ble for thoſe followers of my Croſs 
that weep, and figh under their Bur- - 
then, as they travel up that Moun- 
tain, to adore and affectionately 
embrace that which is che cauſe of 
Pain to the ſenſitive Man? 
And if chou art yet incredulons, 
Philothea, try to ſeparate them from 
their Croſs, endeavour to make em 
abandon it, and employ the mot 
efficacious Arguments thou canſt ſum- 
mon, to perſwade em to lay it down; 
nay let utmoſt force he uſed to com- 
pel em to it, and thou'lt find em 
more ready to ſurrender up their 
Lives, than their Croſs; For, as 1 


e- 
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refuſed to deſcend from mine, when 
my Enemies invited me to it, that 
they might believe in me; as I pre- 
ferr d the Torments, they unjuſtly 
inflicted on me, to the relinquiſhing 
my Croſs: And as I endured incon- 
ceivable Pains, Injuries and Perſe- 
cutions, to try if I cou d induce 
em, by ſo many, and ſo preſſing 
Teſtimonies of my Love, to follow 
and believe me, ſo I wou d not buy 
their Converſion and Belief by for- 
ſaking my Crofs;; (which Trefuſed to 
do, for no other purpoſe, than that 
my future Church, or Faithful, ſhou'd 
_ be diſcoura . ſuffering 
by m 1 ing and abandoning m 
4 and leſt, by ſo doing, — 
Souls ſhou'd periſh afterwards than 
wou' d be ſaved at that time; for if 
a few. Fews had believ'd in me, upon 
my deſcending from the Croſs, in- 
numerableChriſtians wou'd leave me 
and loſe themſelves by forſaking it, 
after my Example.) So thou wou'dit 
find that all thoſe who exactly pur- 
ſue my Steps, 3 to the World 4 
ke me, love, c 


eriſh, embrace, A 
and 
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and with great content, nail them- 
ſelves, as it were, ſo firmly to the 
Croſs they bear, that they wou'd 
more willingly with Life, than 
it. For, tho' the Croſs on which 
they ſuffer is a Puniſhment to the 


Pleaſure, Satisfaction, and Content. 
of a ſurpaſſing Nature. In the Croſs 
they. meet with Conſolation, Eaſe, 
Mirth, and.a Soveraign Remedy for 


all their Infirmities, and an Antidote 


againſt the Poyſon of Sin. 


They encounter with Mirth; for, 


pious Souls feel a certain Charm in 
acting ſuitably to their Spiritual Na- 
ture, that is, according to unpreju- 
diced Reaſon, which prefers Me, as 
their ſupreme good, to all other 
things. Tis that which gives them 
a ſolid Joy and Pleaſure in the midit 
of thoſe. Loferings reſented by the 
inferior part. They meet with Con- 
ſolation; for, the aſſurance bf E- 
ternal Happineſs is 'a powerful En- 
couragement ; and, when their 
thoughts are fix d on me nail'd'to a 
Croſs for their ſakes, they are 

* ſtrength- 


Senſitive Part, yet the Spiritual feels 
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ſtrengthned in their Reſolution of 
loying me. They receive Eaſe and 
Refreſhment from. the Confidence they 
have in my Promiſe, to refrefh and 

comfort all who, labouring to-over- 
come their ſinful Appetite, and en- 
Ueavouring. to maſter the heavy Bur- 
chen of their corrupt Nature, hum- 
bly, and heartily apply them- 
ſelves to me. They are ſenſible. that 
it expels the Venom of their Crimes; 
for the Poyſon of Sin is the indu- 
cing your Superior Part to comply 
with the Inferior, and prefer the 


goods of this Life, to that Which is 


natural to it, and for which it was 
ordain d: And this Venom is perfect- 
ty expelld by Pennance and Mor- 
tificatian. And, laſtly, their \Suffe- 
rings for my ſake, raiſes their Love 
of me to that Pitch, that init they 
find an Antidote againſt the be- 
witching Allurements of this World. 
But — Bhilothea, beholdeſt the 
Exterior Sorrow of thoſe who walk 
with or ſuffer on .a Croſs expreſs d 
mn Tears; but ſee'ft not their Inte- 
rior Conſolation, Thou hear ſt the 


Sighs, | 
Breaſts hut not thoſe of Love which 
iſſue from the Soul enamour'd of m 


infinite Goodneſs. Thy Eyes dif- 
cover their Outward trouble, hut 


never penetrate their Inward Satis- 
Believe me, Philathea, if the Plea- 
ſure of the Soul excel d not the 
Pains, of their Body; the Soul wau'd 
ſogn yield it ſelf to the ſenſual Plea- 
ſures of the Body: And, if the Senſi- 
tive Man 94 F againſt .the 
Strength of Reaſon, afliſted: with my 
Grace, thou wou dſt quickly: ee 
the Saul and Body mutually agreed 
to abandon both my Croſs and Me. 
To the end yau may know whe- 
ther Grief or Joy has the greateſt 
ſhare: in their Breaſts; take notice of 
the Exterior, and, from thence, take 
thy meaſures of the Interior: For, if 
thou rightly obſerveſt their Actions, 
thou mayiſt in them form a true 
Judgment of their real Sentiments; 
and, whilſt; thou behold'{ their Pains, 
thou may'ſt at the ſame time evident- 
ly ſee the vigour of their active Love. 
ä G 2 See ſt 


ich Grief ſends from their 
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124 4 Pilgrimage to the 
See ſt chou not how they walk in 
Torment, and almeft diſſolved to 
Tears; yet cloſely embrace their 
Croſs, and with an invincible Reſo- 
lution continue their endeavours 
to overcome the Difficulties of the 
craggy Steep, pleaſed with the Ex- 
pectation of Eternal Glory if they 
perſevere to the end? The vigorous 
orcing their Paſſage through all 
Obſtacles, and their contempt of the 
deluding World, ſtrongly and evi- 
dently argue a firm Love of Heaven, 
and an aſſured hope of attaining it; 
and the more both theſe are ſettled 
in their Soul, the more they are 
enabled to vanquiſn the Pain and 
Troubles of the wax. 
Tis true, Philotbea, they ſigh and 
weep, almoſt inceſſantly, as they 
travel on; but who, inconſiderate 
Maid, has miſinform'd thee, that 
Grief and Pain are the "Two Sources 
that give iſſue to their Tears? Who 
Has "abuſed thee into à Belief that 
«thoſe Sighs are born of the Pains in- 
flicted on the Body by the overbur- 
-thenſom Croſs ? Thou, like a _ 
| & 
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Woman, art ſenſibly touch'd at this, 
becauſe thou wou dſt act according to 
thy Misbelief: But know, Philorhea, 
that their Tears, and Sighs flow from 
a ſublimer Cauſe. ): 
Thoſe Tears of him that aſcends, 
weeping, and bemoaning himſelf, 
which thou imagineſt to be. ſhed out 
of Pain, are only; pour d out, to be- 
wail his former Follies; and he is 
much more afflicted at his Offences, 
than at the weight of his Croſs; the 


Conſideration of the heavy Tor- 


ments which I ſuffer d for his Re- 
demption, makes a deeper Impreſſion 


on his Soul, than all the troubles he 


undergoes in following me. The 
Tears of that other who weeps ſo 
movingly, purſuing his way with 
Courage, and ſealing a Thouſand 
affectionate Kiſſes on his Crofs, la- 
ment his having taken it ſo late, 
and he paſſionately cries for oy to fee 
himſelf ſo agreeably faſten'd to it, 
and walk in a way ſo ſweet and eaſie 
im it ſelf, and ſo glorious in the end: 
for he is now arrived at the hap- 


py State wherein the overflowing 


Plea- 
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Pleaſures of the Soul Comte 

1 Streams to the Bo eee 
whom thou beHoldèſt dröwd 

in Tears, wich his Face enhindted 


Like a flaming Seraphin, Whiel thaw 


1 — oſeſt ro ſpring from Grief, and 
eing weary with the Burthen of 
che Crdis, is enſtam d wN n other 
ou than an Ardent Charity, 


Son 
t; and Joy, that fell te teeth. 
ing SG with raviſhing Delights, 
ved from the Fruit of 

Tord, for which he's indebted "4 

tte Croſs: And Love, not being able 

to be contain d within the narf 
lirüts of the Soul, appears With all 
its Charms upon his Seraphick Face; 
and, ſparkling through his | Eyes, 
diſſolves it ſelf into warm Tears. 

Thoſe Sobs and Sighs thou het ſt, 

torn from the Breaffs of my Two 

Servants who ſo mournfully profe-' 

cute their Journey, as if they Were 

the effect of ſome exceſſive Pain; 
are but the flaſhes of Fire diſcharged 
from the Heart burning with my 

Love. O delufled Philorbea; wn 

— ſuch mean, and ub ect 

thoughts 


thoughts of che fullime Myſtery of 
the Croſs!" O! if thou 4dit” but 
know the Satisfaction, Plcaſure, Joy, 
Comfort, and Deligkt, that lie con- 
ceald in quitting the World for my 
ſake, how readily wou dſt thou aban- 
don alt and folloẽ- me? 
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Philothes per hr im Ben difraſt of the 
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Y Lord, ſaid Philothea, all this 
1 Joy, Pleaſure, and Delight, 
which you repreſent to me, is the 
mere effect of your holy Grace and 
Spirit; thoſe Sighs, tis true, are 
flaſnhes of divine Love, and thoſe 
Tears of Joy ſpring from the Aſſi- 


ſtance which youare pleaſed to give: 


Which no doußt is ſufficient to change 
Sadneſs into Mirth, and Pain to 
Pleaſure. But, amongſt Men, who 
is there can merit fo great a Bleſſing? 

G 4 Per- 


. 
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Peradventure can I, and ſuch miſe- ge 
rable Wretches as my ſelf foſter ſo tre 
preſumptuous Hopes? Moreover, the vic 
Grace which you, my Lord, may cat 
beſtow on us, who have not yet ſet tis 
foot in this difficult way, is a Bleſſing Ca 
we may hope for when advanc d to it 3 
the number of your Favourites; but, ous 
in the mean time, we are ſure to but 
find Pain and Trouble: The ſuffe- tha 
ring part is viſible to us; but to car- Fol 
ry the Croſs, yet feel none of its wit 
weight through the aſſiſtance of your to J 
holy Grace, is a favour permitted us wei 
I confeſs, to deſire, but which we ſtan 
dare not preſume to expect will hap- caut 
pen to us. And this obliges me to wha 
ballance its weight with my Abili- Thi: 
ties, before I take it up; leaſt preci- ende 
pitately undertaking an Enterpriſe tant 
diſproportion'd to my Strength, I be may 
forc d to quit with Shame and Diſ- and 
credit, what I attempted with Raſh- terps 
neſs and Preſumption. - Flan 
You, my Soveraign, have taught x © 
ns to ponder and examine Difficul- Sabi 
ties, before we embarque in the Un- teme 


c ertaking; leſt when we are * gree⸗ 
2 ge al 


4 


ged too far, we be not able to re- 
treat wi Honour. Pis your ad- 
vice not to begin a Building we 
can't finiſh.; You have told us that 


tis folly, to ga about the building a 


Caſtle, without being able to carry 
it above the Foundation : That we 
ought not to build upon the Sand, 
but upon firm and ſolid Stone: And 
that we ought to take a Liſt of our 
Forces, and meaſure our Strength 


with; our Enemies before we advance 


to Battle; and when we have duly 
weigh'd and examind all Circum- 


ſtances, and taken all neceſſary Pre- 


cautions, then to execute warily 
what we. had wiſely reſolved upon. 
This Counſel, my Lord, is what I 
endeavour to follow in tliis impor- 
tant Affair of mine; to the end I 
may not repent my Undertaking, 
and ignominiouſſy abandon an En- 


terprize, too imprudently taken in 


V 


"Tis. true, Philothea, reply d our 


Saviour, I wou'd not have you act 


temerariouſſy; and tis certainly. a- 
greeable to Reaſon, and the Princi- 
of G 5 ples 
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130 4 Pririmage tothe | 


* of 2 piots Soul, to ve 
trength 3 in n Nee with vhs 
ere you take it upon you: But know 
withal, that there are two ways of 
following me, one yours, the pther 
aint. When you follow me, infpir d 
y Prefumption, or fome Humane 
deration, "is 8 th look be- 
| you, to "conf! and delibe- 
rate with your felf upon the action 
yon hend; and, when enter d au. 
to proceed warily, to be careful, 
morbus and apprehenfive of 
gers; and the rea raſon Cam gg ON 
act out of E e 
motive, that in lch, i is 125 very 
warrantable: And it much more 


concerns you to employ your Cau- 
cion 01 ou are _-_ compaſ- 


| ny difficult Deſign in Poſinicks, 
Mora) or any other Pemporal At- 
fair. 

And "tis of greateſt importance 


to Rk our utmoſt Diligence in ta- 
ithful Account of your Of- 

rey committed againſt me; to 
examine well what you do, to know 
you are in a Condition to ſtand 
your 


Chappel of the Croks, 14 jt 


_ tence that be pronounced ae- 

cording to your Merit or Demerits. 
2008 care Phijlotbea, you carry not 
o great a Burthen of Sins about you 
as il orwhelm you with ich che 


weight, precipitate yon into an A. 


byſs of Miſeries, and inflict upon you 


2 Thouſand cruel and inſufferable 
Pains, of ſuch a killing Nature, as 
won d give 8 many. Deaths - if 
u were capable of receiying any. 
This burthen, Philotbes, is mack 
more dangerous and heavy than 
of my Crols, and it extreamly con- 
cerns yon to er hom Tu engage 
in the Enterpriſe 
"But — I acta ER 
ſeek thee, Wh $i 0 _— 
is good, an A Ys inyiron'd with my 
divine uh Wh plainly. ſhews 
fer that i be fully and compleat- 
4 G0; » 11 ove, me aboys 
: when I n and _ 
7 Ba thou ought not to amuſe 
ref 7 Formali ities, to mattes 
ſuch tedious Demurs, to delay 0 
long „and obey with ſuch Regret. 


When 


your laſt N Aar and abide the Sen» 
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132 A Pilgrimage tothe 


When thou know'ſt it is I who r 
call upon thee, why ſtart'i thou back I 

ſo timorouſſy? If by the means of 
the Croſs I induce thee to obſerve P 
my Precepts ; why waver't thou ſo d 
irreſolutely in thy Obedience? If I in 
command, and adviſe thee, why ex- th 
poſtulateſt thou with me, and re- ne 
ply'{t with Arguments that have no A 
More real weight, than thou haſt ſe; 
true Affection for my Croſs ? Have th 
I ever invited any to the Kingdom an 
of Heaven, without an Intention to is! 
crown his Labour, and make him dit 
happy with my Enjoyment, and the ne 
Pofſfeon of Everlaſting Glory ? cia 
| Yet thou ſlowly advanceſt forward, Ple 
| numbring as 'twere thy Steps, and ane 
ö meditating with thy ſelf, which is mo 
beſt; to follow, or to leave me, wit 
to carry my Croſs, or let it alone. evi 
Wilt thou diſobey my Call, and atte 
1 go in ſearch of a different way from that 
4 that to which thou art directed by bly 
f him who is Life, Truth, and the Way? Sati 


So many Anfwers retorted for an the 
Obligation which thou ought'ſt ſerv 
gratefully to acknowledge; ſo many and 


Te- 
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repeated Doubts objected againſt a 
Benefit ſo clear and evident! 
I fay not this, my Lord, anſwer'd 
Philothea, neither do I offer theſe 
doubts, to the end I may decline the 
imitating your holy Example; but 
that I may fo cloſely follow it, as 
never to be ſeparated from you: 
And this, my God, is the very Eſ- 
ſence of Love. You have told me 
that your way is ſtrew'd with Joys 
and Pleaſures, and that your Croſs 
is ſweet and delightful; on this con- 
dition I cou'd perſwade my Weak- 
neſs to endure the way, and, eſpe- 
cially, it you convinc'd me that the 
Pleaſures of the World were painful 
and diſſatisfactory: To confirm me 
more, and that I may fix my choice 
without any ſcruple, I deſire to ſee 
evidently the Convenienc1?s, that 
attend it, This I humbly intreat, 
that J may adhere to you inſepara- 
bly ; that I may labour with greater 
Satisfaction in chuſing the way. of 
the Croſs; and, by this means, 
ſerve and follow. you with Delight, 

and Joy. 
Well 


10 
0 


— — == — — . ————_ — — 
” — — 2 — 7 — = —— =4 * — — N a 
C — 1 ä * : 


—— 


134 4 Pilgrimage to ihe 
Well then, Philothes, ſaid our 


Saviour, III condeſcend to enlighten 
| . aw underſtanding ; tho' I'm wholly 
enga 


ged from any 8 8 
favour thee ſo much, and have a 
mind that thou ſhou dſt ſtand in- 
debted to my Patience for thy better 
Inſtruction. Know therefore that 
the Sweetneſs, and Pleaſure of the 
way of the Croſs (which is repre- 
ſented to thy Imagination in a terri- 
fying Ideas) proceeds from the Croſs 
it ſelf ; inſomuch as in that very 
thing i in which thou contemplateſt 
matter of Grief and Affliction, dwells 
Eaſe and Pleaſure. 
That thou may ſt comprehend my 
meaning, obſerve, that the Croſs is 
the very MN cio the World, and 
our Own corrupt Nature for m my 
ke; it gives 2 proſpect of 158 
Happineſs to be ai e njo 
in the Eternal Poſſeſſion of 7, 
ſupreme Good, for which 19.1 Far 
created, which makes m 1 
find Pleaſure in the mid of 8 
2 And willingly ſtrive to 


CON- 


conquer the. exorbitant. Suggeſtions 
and Importunities of the Senſitive 
Part, and to bring it to the Obe- 
Gas. of Reaſon height ad by my 
And thus it comes to Pad that 
Mortification is a Pleaſure ; that 
ſubduing the unlawful Appetite is a 
Satisfaction, that. the ad Gaga 

neſs in 1 4 ifin N the 1 i: 
orld, 


r e 

an gry 4 45 he Crofs is. 
He and eaſie, whilſt oy. Love of 
an Objett infinitely more 2 5 


to it with moſt ravi- 


fhing 8. , and 99 W | 


ng 2 
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136 A Pelgrimage to the 
Philothea - entrears our Saviour to 


declare ſome of thoſe Effects of the 
Croſs that. cauſe Foy in the Soul. 


Hie complies with her Regueſt. 


| P Hilothea, hearing that the Croſs 
introduced Mirth, Joy, and 

Pleaſure into afflicted Souls, Im 
not only deſirous, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, 
to follow the Croſs, but to carry it 
_ after you; yet twill e 
for me to do ſo, if it is bitter, and 
diſguſtful in effect: Explain there- 


* 


fore, I beſeech you, thoſe Effects of 


Joy and Pleaſure which it produces, 
that I may bear the Croſs with Plea- 
ſure and Delight. 

The firſt effect of the Croſs, re- 
ply'd our Saviour, is to repreſent, 
on one Hand, the deſperate Condi- 
tion of a Soul buried in Sin; and, on 
the other, the happy State of one 


that's truly Penitent ; which creates 


in her a real horror of the Danger 
with which ſhe's evidently threatn'd, 
and 


Chappel of the. Croſs. r 37 


and a ſtrong deſire to be in Security 
from this dreadful Miſchief: 2 
her upon uſing proper Remedies to 
cure * mtl —_ that troubles 
her preſent, and endangers her fu- 
ture Repoſe;zand to attain that happy. 
one, experienc d by thoſe - whom a 
true Repentance has reſtor d to In- 
nocengce. een en 
See ſt thou not the unfeign d Plea- 
ſure of thoſe, who, with a ſincere 
Grief- and Penitence , wipe out 
their Sins by a general Confeſſion of 
their Faults? See'ſt thon not the 
Joy that agreeably ſweetens the Af- 


fiction of the moſt deſpairing, and 


forſaken; Soul; when, diſabus d, by 
the vaniſhing of falſe illuſions that 


veil'd her Eyes, ſhe beholds Me en- 


compals'd with clear and undeceiving 
Light, and finds me - merciful and 
clement ? See'ft thou not his undi- 
{turb'd Serenity of Mind; who, (by 
Penitence and Confeſſion, having 


eas d himſelf of the weighty and not- 


ſom Burthen of his Sins, and imme- 
diately after an humble Communion 
diſcharging his Soul of whatſoever 


Was 
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148 A Pibrimage to the 
was ochtous and deform d) is reſtored. 
© my Grades? CMan Attire, Philo- 
thea, iA Refreſhment to the Body, and 
Retriev d Innocence, is 4 Robe that 
_— comforts , and vejortes the 

Confidef the Content a Man finds, 
as ſoon as he has unburthen d him- 
ſelf of a moſt heavy Load; ſuch and 
greater is the contentſom Eaſe that 
une refreſhes x Sinner, as ſoen 
as, with the Cros of Sorrow and 
Comtrition, he has eas d his mind of 
_ the istolerable weight of his Enor- 
_ niities, releas d himfelf from the 
Yoak of his Tyrannical Paſſions, and 
caſt. of the heavy Affliction that 
waits on a tedious — unfortunate- 

ſpun out in my Diſgrace. 
Ve ſeeond e & of the Crols, is 
to baniſh from the Soul thoſe impor- 
tunate Deſires that diſturb her Tran- 
_ quillity ; for, how difficult ſoever it 
is, in your Opinion, for her to raiſe 
her Love from what is Earthly to 
what is Divine, yet, ſince tis an 
Object too baſe, and unworthy of a 
rational Being, and nothing _ 
e197 ent 
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ſtent mu che end for Which * 
— "ths not Ned tlie 5 


ſuöu'd Fd rep O F beate he 
objet of Fer dane . A Crea 
tue, but Nan, eg 


the eu for whict 
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ts Gicge of Nene 


I 
Life Rare 0008 
of worldly Peſtres tfiat contintialiy 
moleſt chte Sotil, che end of whoſe 
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yet uneaſie, and are diſquieted ei- 
ther with new Deſires, tired with 
the. Fatigue annex dito the Ho- 
nour they; have reach d; or elſe they 
are aſſau red with the fear of loſing, 
Or perplex d with the Cares of . 
ſerving it. 

Hence alſo ſprin the moſt grie- 
vous Pains. that afflict the Damn d; 
for, as thoſe Souls were created to en- 
joy me for ever, as their utmoſt 
Happineſs; ſo now, by miſapplying 
their Affections here, they lie tor- 


tur d in Hell, with the racking Pains 


of havin eternally loſt the End for 
which 5 were created: Which 
they evidently, but too late, ſee 
was the only thing they ought to 
have deſired. | 

But my. Croſs, Philothea, preyents 
lt irreparable Miſchief, by a time- 

Baniſhment of thoſ- RA and 


the Appetite to ac Felicities; 


ſubmitting her ſelf in all things to 
my Will and Pleaſure: It quiets the 


Paſſions that diſturb the Mind, and 
to n the 


diſpoſes the Bratal Maps 11 
7 4 


Ji 112 $03! 


Rational, and by this means ir gives 
Birth to Joy and Conſolation. As a 
Bone disjointed, pains and torments 
a Perſon till it is well ſer ; ſo the Soul 
is indiſpoſed and ill ar Eaſe, whilſt 
her Deſtres are miſplaced upon the 
World; and ſhe is in perfect Health 
when Heaven becomes her Object. 
A Soul ſeparated from Me, is toſs d 
upon the ſtormy Waves of repeated 
Misfortunes; but, united to Me, ſhe 
ſafely Anchors in the Haven of an 
untronbled Peacgcdmee 


: 
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The third effect of the Croſs, is to 


fill the Soul with Joy; for thoſe de- 
generate Affections, that brood up- 
on the Earth, and hover about the 
World with its train of Vanities, al- 


ways prey upon Objects that are 


abſent, ſince Deſires run in chace of 
Poſſeſſion: And are rightly intitled, 
Rude and turbulent Pretenders, that en- 
tangle a Soul in perpetual Broili, by their 
confuſed and aiforderly S trife fir the 

Enjoyment \ of their 'paſſionately coveted 
*Obje#s : From which Seeds, rooted 
in the Inferior Man, (the nnmber 


to 


of which is multiply'd in Proportion: 
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To compoſe cheſe inteſtine Jars 
and Diſorders, my Creſs is a moſt 
effectual Remedy; it chaces away 
the fooliſh and 1 | d Multitude, 
Toots K * Ro and * 
ſtead, ſweet Flowers, and ſoviraign 
Herbs: and, which is matter of great- 
eſt Difficulty, reſtores thoſe muti- 
nous and frantick Spirits to them- 
ſelves ; makes them ſee what oll 
tis to covet What's in another's Pow- 
Er; and v hat Madneſs tis to Tun in 
purſuit of a temporal Good, and a- 
void the Advantage which may be 
reapid by confining their Deſites. to 
the Poſſeſſion of a Good that's Exer 
laſting. - The Soul, by this means, 
diſcovering the Snares laid fort her 
by the deceitful World, in Conjun- 
ction with her ſecond ſelf, the Fleſh.; 
is induced to relinquiſh Appearan- 
ces, and embrace Truth; and, the 
Miſts, rais d by Paſſion and by her 
on corrupt Nature to cloud her 
Reaſon, being diſpelld, ſhe finds 
her ſelf environ d with an unwonted 
Luſtre aiffufed on all ſides; Which 
evi- 


1:44 4 Pilgrimage to the 
evidently makes appear that her ſole 
Happineſs conſiſts in loving Me, pre- 
ferrably to the Enchanting World. 
At length ſhe's inſenſibly won, by 
the Charms of a peaceable and quiet 


Mind, to yield her ſelf N up 
If en- 


to Me; where ſhe finds her ſe 

tirely at eaſe, and a growing Plea- 
ſure heightn'd with the Expectation 
of a' clear beatifical' Viſion of my 
Glory. So thoſe Demoniacs whom 
I diſpoſſeſs d of evil Spirits, being 
ſenſible of an inward Tranquility 
with which they had not been ac- 
quainted, caſt themſelves at my 


Feet 'raviſh'd” with Joy and Plea- 
| | \ Mt - . . 


- 70 


IThg fourth effect of the Croſs, 
turn don the ſame Hinge with the 


former, and conſiſts in the Enjoy- 


ment of that ſmooth and even Tran- 
quillity to which the Soul is reſto- 
red by her nearer approach to Me; 
for, the farther ſhe wanders from me, 
the more Pain ſhe feels, the greater 
Miſery ſhe endures, embroiPd” in 
temporal Affairs, Conteſts, and diſ- 
guſtful Encounters: and, like a dil- 
175 jointed 
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jointed Bone, is never at eaſe trill ſhe 


return back to me again. 


The cauſe of theſe Diſorders are 
the frequent NN of the un- 
* 


tamed Appetites. Daily Experience 
manifeſts how unſettled the temper 
of thoſe Men is, who lay Preten- 
ſions to a thing, which they, at the 
ſame time, are afraid to meddle 
with; deteſting what they enjoy, 
and embracing what they deteſt; in 
love with the Object their Deſires 
prompt them to, and cloy'd with 
its Fruition : And, ſometimes, they 
are ſcarce warm in the Poſſeſſion of 


what they pretended to, ere it be- 


comes Burthenſom and Diſtaſtful. 
And if a Man is free from theſe do- 
meſtick Feuds and Differences, he's 
preſently engaged in a foreign War, 
and invades his Neighbour's Right ; 
for the Deſires are of an Uncanfined 
and Beundleſs Nature, never ſatisfy d, 


and always in want: If they fall 


ſhort of attaining what they aim at, 
they immediately grow Diſguſted ; 
which blows the Fire of Rage into 
1 Flame that burſts into rude Cla- 


= * 
D N 
— 


. * . . 4 * „ 5 R * 
* - 
8 | p Ia” A 0 8 0 T 
« < 


H m ours, 


- | 0 

vx £46... La ; 

93 - 
+ « 


. 


146 A Pilgrimage to the 


mours, anda furious War. The Ap- 
Petite is the .Seat and Nurſery of 
.theſe unruly Tumults, and is perpe- 

tually involved in Hatreds, Factions, 
Quarrels, and mutual Diſſentions. 
My Croſs lays the Demon of this 
boyſt rous Tempeſt , by regulating 
the Deſires, and gently calming the 
Inferior Part; which diſpoſes the 
Body to receive the Laws of Reaſon, 
and conſequently become reſign d to 
the conduct of my Holy Spirit, which 
ever after guides the Soul in all 
things with infinite Pleaſure and De- 
light. Y 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Our Saviour adds three other Effects 
of the Croſs to pacifie the Saul, 
and. illuſtrates them with ſome Ex- 
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\ Eſides theſe Effects, purſued our "= 
Saviour, the Virtue of the 01 


Croſs makes three others to bloom R 
ia the Soul. The firſt is to appeaſe 2 
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and quiet thoſe civil Diſcords, not 
only by taking away the Root of 
War which the Deſires wage againſt 
each other, and that which they 
carry into other Places; but by 
cooling that Ardour which tranſports 


the Soul to combat againſt her only 


Good and Intereſt: For a Man deep- 
ly . Sin, carries about him 
aremorte of his guilt that perpetually 
accuſes him at the Bar of Reaſon, 
which he eſteems no other than a 
Spy to overlook his Actions. Thus 
he leads a diſconſolate Life, and finds 
within himſelf” a perpetual Remem- 
brancer of his Crimes, that are al- 
ways crying, and demanding Juſtice 
againſt him; he's always ſenſible of 
the Worm that, reproaches and 
aws his guilty Conſcience ; and, 
like a bloody Executioner, whom no 
compaſſionate Object can ſoften into 
Clemency, tortures him with an un- 

exampled Cruelty. _ 8 
But my Grace, uſnher d in by the 
Crofs, gives a happy Period to all 
Remo: deſtroys the Worm of 
Conſcience, and thoſe in-bred Fu- 
2 ries 
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148 4 Pilgrimage to the 


"ries caus d by Sin; there remains no 


inward Strife, no irregular Deſires, - 


but a general Peace andTranquillity 
diffuſes it ſelf through the whole 
Man ; who now delightfully . pur- 
Tues his way to that Supreme Good, 


with whoſe Contemplation he's in- 


finitely enamour'd, and finds to 
infinitely more amiable than 
ble to conceive, and that the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of it is therefore infinitely to 
be deſired, and preferr'd to all other 
things. 5 
Ihe ſecond effect that ſhoots from 


the Croſs, is to allay thoſe fearful 


Apprehenſions of the Soul for having 
-oftended the Divine Majeſty :. She 
:knows, but too well, that by adhe- 
.ring to the World, and the Sugge- 
ſtion of her Carnal Nature, ſhe has 


forſaken Me, and can imagine no- 
thing leſs than that I'm diſpleas'd 


with her; I who am to be her Juds, 


from whom ſhe can expect no fa- 
vour, and from whom ſhe can con- 
ceal nothing: And therefore her 
guilty Conſcience perpetually re- 
La ah me to her Imagination (in- 

| | ſpite 
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ſpite of all the Refiſtance ſhe can- 
make) in the quality of a Juſt and 
All-knowing Judge; to which is 
added the afflicting Idea of thoſe 
Pains ſhe expects as a due Recom- - 
3 of her Offences, which haunt. 

er in moſt terrifying Shapes, and” 
erſecute her ſo aſſiduouſſy, that 
e with reafon imagines her ſelf. 
already burning in the Flames of 
Hell: Nay, if ſhe rightly conſiders ; 
her Condition (and, if the does not, 
ſhe's in the worſt Condition of all) 
| the moves not a ſtep: in the way of 
worldly Pleaſure (however ſatisfy d 
ſhe may appear to others) with 
out being 850 crucify'd and 
tormented with a Thouſand Fears. 
My Croſs, as I have already ſaid, 
allays theſe dreadful Apprehenſions, 
and perfectly reconciles the Soul to 
my Love and Favour. A penitent 
Heart is all that J require, my Arms 
are always open to receive a con- 
trite Sinner, and afford him all neceſ-— 
ſary Conſolation, and Encourage- - 
ment in his Endeavours to be for 
ever happy. | | 
"ny Laſtly; . 
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150 4 Pilgrimage to the 
Laſtly, Philothea, amongſt other 
innumerable effects of the Croſs 


(Which create Joy, Mirth, and 
Gladneſs in the Soul) it expels that 
Obſtinacy and Hardneſs of Heart 


contracted through an inveterate ha- 
bit to Sin; and cures all thoſe re- 
maining Obſtacles to Virtue, which 
oppoſe the entire Conqueſt over 
her corrupt Nature, and endeavour 
to withdraw her into her wonted vi- 


tious Life: For, as long as a Man 


impiouſſy foments Vice, and fins a- 
way his Life; he wears out ſo many 


Days protracted to a miſerable length, 


beſſeg d with all thoſe terrifying 


Dangers I mention d; the Senſe of 


which ſo totally poſſeſſes the Facul- 
ties of his wounded Soul, as, like a 
Madman, he deſperately ruſheth for- 


ward ſtill into the dangerous Con- 


ſequences of Evil. My Croſs heals 
this Obſtinacy by vertue of the Le- 
nitives which it brings; and, by gentle 
ſuffering for my ſake, ſoftens by de- 
grees that rugged Diſpoſition ſettled 
in corrupt Nature; when this Re- 
medy has been ſometime apply d 5 = 
ou 


ST 


C\ 
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Soul begins to feel a new and lively. 
warmth dilate its fiery Parts, and a 
and 
Peace vanquiſh her former Stub-- 


youthful Spring of Serenity 


borneſs : Which at length brings her 
to render her ſelf entirely to the 
Charms of my Love, where (raviſh'd 


with the Delights of Tranquillity and 
an undiſturb'd Repoſe) ſhe is wholly 
diſſolved into Defires of being for 


ever united to the infinite Being that 
made her. 

The truth of what I have ſaid, 
Philothea, may be ſeen in two illu- 
ſtrious Perſons. Conſider the firſt 
of Men in the bluſhing dawn of his 
yet infant Felicity, accompanied 
with all thoſe Graces that adorn'd 
his Perſon ; view, but with amaze- 
ment view, the harmonious Propor- 
tion of that admirable Structure built 
for the Manſion of a Soul miracu- 
louſly beautiful, without the leaſt 
defect or blemiſh, and which was 
the fair Image, and perfe& Reſem- 
blance of her Creator : Behold a- 
little Republick ſupported on the Ba- 


is of Virtue, faſhion'd after in in- 
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152 4 Pilgrimage tothe 
comparable Idea, and managed b 
untainted Reaſon ; and ſee wit! 
wonder, the many Bleſſings that 
from my laviſh Bounty were pour'd 
upon him. He was a Stranger to 
the leaft irregular Appetite, and 
knew no rebellious part about him. 
Qualified after this extraordina 
manner, he was placed in Paradiſe, 
receiving homage from the Ele- 
ments,and the moſtSavage Creatures; 
enjoying no leſs a Paradiſe within 
himſelf of a perfect Tranquillity in 
Mind and Body. In fine, the many 
Favours beſtow'd on Adam were the 
earlieft Fruits of thoſe Bleſſings with 
which I have at any time, graced 
the Souls of his ſucceeding Pro- 
eny. | 
8 But ſee the 28 of this glorious 
Scene, behold this happy Man, pre- 
cipitated from his Throne and Lor d- 
ſhip over Creatures, into a ſcornful 
Servitude ; deveſted of his Robes of 
Innocence, and. Joy, and cloath'd 
in the Rags of Sadnefs and Affliction. 
Conſider him baniſh'd, turn'd Fugi- 
tive, and a reſtleſs Vagabond; * 
| | ther 
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ther Elements nor Creatures any lon- 
ger yielding reſpect to a Man, 
ubjected, through his own fault, to 
the tyranny of his Appetite. Con- 
ſider him thrown out of Paradiſe in- 
to 2 Soil, fruittul in nothing but 
Thorns, Labour, and Miſeries; 
preſs d with the Rigours of hard Ne- 
ceſſity, and with never ceaſing - 
Tears deploring the loſs of that. 
great, but irrecoverable Happineſs, 
which he, in a Moment forfeited by 
Sin. | = : 
Reflect on David in his innocent 
Years ; ſuch was his ſpotleſs Sancti- 
ty, as we became mutually enamour d 
of each other; and his Bolom was 
the Cabinet in which I.treaſur d up » 
a Thouſand Excellencies; his Love- 
inſpired Soul breath'd it ſelf out in 
my Praiſes, and thoſe. paſſionate. 
Airs which my. whole Church at this 
Day ſings: He, was of an almeſt in- 
vincible Courage; Giants, Lions, 
and whatſoever: was moſt formidable... 
amongſt Men or Beaſts, yielded to. 
his Valour, becauſe, he knew how. 
ta conquer his rebellious ſelf, ng # 
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154 4 Pilgrimage to the 
had taught his unruly Paſſions to o- 
bey the Commands of Reaſon. 

See him again, but quite changed 
from what he was. before, beſmear'd 
all o're with Sin, guilty of a double 
Murther, firft 'in ftabbing the Ho- 
nour of his faithful Urias, by the in- 
jury done to his Bed ; and, after- 
wards (tocompleat his Crime) in ſa- 
crificing his Life to his luſtful Plea- 
ſure : Both which conduced to gain 
him the Hatred of his Subjects, and 
his Sons revolt from Duty and Alle- 
giance. But now this victorious 
King, intimidated by his Crimes, 
thamefully flies away, ſuffering the 
fouleſt Ignominy and Reproach that 


ever King was ſenſible of; his Con- 


cubines abuſed in the open Day, 
and, almoſt, in the face of all t 

World, by his diſloyal darling Son. 
Look on theſe Two potent Mo- 
narchs, waſhing away the tainture 


of their Sins with whole Rivers of 
penitential Tears, which re-eſtabliſh 


them in my Favour, and their 
Thrones ; infomuch that I promis'd, 
my felf, to become a Branch of their 
* Stock: 


( 
( 
( 
\ 
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Stock : Such, Philothea, is the force 


of Tears that ſpring from a Sincere 
Contrition, and ſo ſtupendious are 
the Miracles wrought by the Croſs, 
which thou fo obſtinately oppoſeſt. 


— 


— 


CH AP. XVIII. 


Philothea beſeeches the Divine Majeſty... 


that, beſides the effects of the Croſs 
already declared, he wou d wouchſafe 


to explain the Conveniency, and 


Motives to embrace it. He ſatisfies: 
her Deſire. 


\ ALY Lord, ſaid Philorhea, Im- 


1 perſwaded that the Croſs re- 


freſhes, caſeth, comforts, and diſen- 
gages our. Minds from the throng of” 
worldly Cares and Sollicitudes,which- 
are agreeable Perplexities to thoſe. 
who love Buſineſs : And I not- only 
believe it becauſe I reverence your: 
holy Word as an Oracle that's infal-. 
lible, but becauſe you have clearly 
manifeſted the truth of. it to _ 


- p 2 * - 
2 - — - . * 
* al _— N A _ Y AY 
— — N 1 - 
G 2 24 1 
OS - — 2 
. = 
— * . - 2 . * 0 
OE ICE Ry 
= — — _— 


Fe: ' $94 F * » - 
waitnt ai. . 
2 4 : — 
of 42 & L 8 = 
— — — — — 


8 
LA 8 
* * —— — — — 


rn N 
— —— — 4 4 
e 


— 
* 1 
*X 


3 


N 


ad 

— * 
„% 

4 


— — we 
ra 
1 


* 


2 7 
7 2 x 
Wy 
4 
ws 
N 2 


af 

* J 
l + \ 

* — 
N 7 
nenn = 

4 "X 

F o 


156 A Pilgrimage to the 

Yet, beſides this, I humbly deſire to 

know the uſefulneſs of the way, and: 

for what end-1 ſhow'd' undertake the 
Croſs. | 

This way, my Lord, is to me like 

an unknown Country, and a thing 
with which I have no acquaintance ; 
2 new Exerciſe requires new Leſ- 

ſons, and'a-new Employment ſtands 
in need of freſh Inſtructions : I there- 

fore humbly beſeech your Divine Ma- 
jeſty wou'd be pleas d to tell me in 
what manner I ought to behave my 

ſelf in the difficulty Im about to en- 
terpriſe. Let not my Miſtakes pro- 
voke you to freſh Diſpleaſure; tis 

much better to be arm'd with Inſtru- 
ctions. ere we begin this Journey, 

than. ignorantly to attempt it; and 

tis more adviſable to ber aſſured of 
the right, than to err for want of be- 
ing taught. 

Practiſt, reply d our Saviour, will 
more plainly unveil the Myſtery of 
the Croſs; than the moſt ſull and 
ample Inſtructions; for it requires 
more Practice than Speculation, and 

Action more. than Words, Thou- 

4 haſt. 


—— ans am OY MM a al. — 8 


% wad ds es toad”. as 6 ant. 


(Hampel of the Croſs. 45 7 | 


hadſt ſatisfy'd thy Knowledg, if this, 
time (trifled away in cold Interroga- 
tions) had been employ d in follow- 
ing Me. Be then no longer obſti- 
nate, Philothea, againſt ſuch convin- 
cing Light; live ſtrong in Faith, 
and let thy Diſcourſe reſign its place. 
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Pity, O God, ſaid Philotbea, the: 
feebleneſs of your Servant; for tho 
I'm. convinced; and undoubtedly 
certain of the Sweętneſs that accom-. 
panies your Croſs;, and tho” T fee, 
my almoſt graſp, this Truth, yet, 
Pains; and Sufferings (the cruel At- 
tendants on this rigorous way) have. 
ſo intimidated my cowardly Nature, 
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that I find an abſolute neceſſity of a. 3b} 1 
greater Light: Neither will this 
ſuffice, unleſs you ſtrengthen, me 1 
witlt the fervour of your Holy Spirit; 
for Pm chitfd with fear, leaſt my' Wl 
impertinent. Queſtions ſtou'd” only Hs. 


ſerve to pratract the time which 1 
ought to dedicate. ro carry. your 
Croſs, Por which purpoſe I implore 
your Mercy to, make me acquainted ' 
with ſome ſach Motives as may in- 


fp ; re” 
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158 4 Pilgrimage to the 
ſpire me to run with open Arms to 
embrace it with a never-dying Af- 
fection. ; 

The Motivesto take up my Croſs, 
reply d our Saviowr, are very advan- 
tageous in this Life, and in the next 
turn to Glorious Crowns, and Un- 
decaying Felicities: Their Inequali- 
ty or Subordination in Worth and 
Sanctity makes them live in a peace- 
ful Union, free from conteſting with, 
or rivalling each other. 


One of the Morives, Philothea, 


that invite Men to bear my Croſs, 
is the unavoidable Neceſſity which 
they ſee lies upon 'em to undergo 
Pains and Difficulties in this mortal 
Life, which are derived from the 
primitive Corruption of their Na- 
ture by Original Sin ; and as they 
are born with them, ſo they part 
not from 'em till Death. Since they 


evidently ſee that Sufferings are 


entaild upon the whole Race of 
Adam during their Life-time here, 
and will be worſe hereafter if not 
timely prevented; and, on the other 
hand, being fatisfy'd that they may 
be. 
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Chappel of the Croſs. t59 
be for ever happy by, only, chan- 
ging the Nate of h i Seng 
on Earth: They take FE Reſolution 
to make a Virtue of Neceflity, and 
ſuffer for my ſake in order to future 
Happineſs, rather than ſuffer, in 
the purſuit of their diſſatisfying 
Pleaſures, to be eternally miſerable. 

And this Motive, Philothea, is ve- 
ry prevailing with ſome Perſons, 
whoſe happy Circumſtances and 
Difpofition, make them ſeriouſly re- 
fle& on the Miſeries and Troubles, 
that are natural to humane Life and 
Converſation, and generally befal 
Mankind, what rank ſoever they 
hold in the World: They ſee and 
conſider that Paſſion, for the moſt © 
part, rules the Actions of Men; that 
Pride, Ambition, Avarice, Luxury, 
Revenge, &c. are the Springs that ſet 

em in Motion, and carry them into 
a Thouſand Extravagancies;through | 
2 World of Croſſes, and as many 
Difficulties. This view of what hap- 
pens to others, gives em a profitable 
occaſion to look into themſelves, 
155 N where 
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where they alſo encounter Inclina- 
tions little different from thoſe they 
obſerved in others; but, reflecting 
further whether theſe headſtrong 
Paſſions will lead, and how they'd 
finally terminate, they find that 
here, they, not only loſe their time 
which requires a diligent Improve- 
ment, but ey engage them in 

Troubles and Afflictions, which will. 
be.multiply'd in the future, State, in. 
caſe Death ſhould ſnatch 'em away. 
with their Minds bent upon the 
World. Theſe thoughts by degrees 

make ſuch Impreſſion, as to become 

Motiyes of their Converſion from 
Sin, to take up the. Croſs, and un- 
dergo any Pains in this. mortal State, 
to attain immortal Eaſe and Happi- 
OO nd oi e e ee 
The ſecond Motive to carry your 


Croſs with Joy. and Pleaſure, and 


gladly ſupport. Troubles and Affli- 
ions for. my ſake, is the, Conſide- 
ration ers to be the Re- 
compenſe of thoſe Sufferings; and, 
that Sin is of ſo black a Nature, as 
to. merit Eternal Pains for its Puniſh- 
ade. of ment; 


Chappel of the Croſs. 161 
ment; which yet, through my 
boundleſs Mercy, may be atton'd 
for on Earth, by enduring Tempo- 
ral Pains for my fake. And tis no 
ſlight Effect of my Goodneſsto grant 
that the heavy doom of Perpetual 
Torments may be changed into 
Tranſitory Afflictions. f 

Shou'd a Man who is condemn d 
to loſe his Head on a Scaffold, have 
the Sentence revers'd, and changed 
into that of Six Days Impriſonment ; 
he wou'd, doubtleſs, be extreamly 
pleas'd with his Suffering for that 
ſpace of time, in hopes to enjoy his 
Liberty once more: And | (ſeeing 
the buſie inſtants Labour, as 'twere; 
for his Releaſment, by their ſpeedy 
Motion,tho' the laſt wou'd be recei- 
v-dwith the moſt endearingWelcom; 
yet) each haſty Minute wou'd caſt 
treſh Fewel on his growing Joy. So 
ought youwithPleafure embrace your 
ſhort-lived Pains,your Sufferings, and 
the Croſs, ſince every Moment, ſo em- 
ploy' d, adds new Feathers to fledge 
you for à Glorious Eternity. No pain 
is counted great, that's ſhort ;- and — | 

| the 


162 A Pilgrimage to the 
the Soul ſcarce feels what *tis to ſuf- 
fer ere the ſuffering dies, and this 
momentary Pain ends in a perpetui- 
of Bliſs; what icy fear can freeze 
that ſacred Heat, which ought to 
make you burn with longing for 
thoſe advantageous Pains endured on 
the ſhort and flying Veſpers of Eter- 
_— long Day? In this caſe the 
wiſe and diſcreet Repriev'd, looks 
not on his Sufferings, but on the 
Pleaſures that feed his ſwelling hopes; 
neither does he regard the Severit 


of his Chaſtiſement; but ties faſt his 


looks, beyond the hindrance of Di- 
ſtraction, to the dazling Splendor 
of the Celeſtial Crown, that's ready 
to impale his Temples. 

The third Motive is the Knowledg 
that Heaven muſt be gain'd by your 
utmoft Endeavours, and the reaſona- 
bleneſs of it; ſince, even in humane 
Aﬀairs, nothing is acquirable with- 
out Induſtry, and the uſe of Means 
ſuitable to the Deſign. You ſee the 
Husbandman in due ſeaſon ma- 
nures and ſows his Ground; know- 
ing that from uncultivated Earth, 
s 
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tis impoſſible to * an harveſt: 
The Merchant is aſſidudus in His 
Traffick, that he rs arrive at the 
wealthy end of his Deſires; and the 
Traveller purfues his way with man | 
a weary Step, in hopes to meet wit 
Eaſe and Satisfa ction at his Journeys 
end. | 

'It alſo imports ou to Nbour, and 
take pains chearfüly in the way of 
the Croſs, co che end you may attain 
yourutmoſtHappineſs; for tis impol- 
ſible you ſhow'd tame the Heeg gu. 
neſs of Concupiſoence, curb your 
wild Appetite, or repreſs the Rebel- 
liorr of you? Senſitive Nature, wirh- 
out the Afiſtance of my Crofs: 
Neither can the Superior Part, with- 
out its ſuccour, acquire an Com- 
mand or Power over the Inferior. 
He who will conquer, muſt firſt haz- 
zard a Battle, and be a Conqueror 
before he triumphs. - *Tis evident 
that if the Kingdom of Heaven is to 
be won by Storm, and Violence, the 
moſt effectual means to accompliſh 
it, is by carrying the Croſs, or, 
=_y Violence upon your Rabborn 
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164 4 Pilgrimage to the 
Nature, compelling your ſelves to 
love your Greateſt Good inſtead of 
doating upon Dirt and Frifles. The 
Traveller to Heaven muſt walk in 
this only Way to Salvation, if he 
purpoſes to arrive at the happy End: 
of his ſhort, tho, laborious, Journey. 
To vanquiſh your in-bred Foes, 
Phileathea, without fighting againſt 
them, and to triumph for ever with- 
out obtaining the Victory, involve 
Impoſſibilities. Tis an eſtabliſh'd 
Maxim, that he who loves the End, 
affectionately embraces the Means 
that conduct to it: The Ultimate 
End of Men is Eternal Glory, the 
Steps that lift them to that Throne, 
are Mortifications of the Body, in 
order to eſtabliſh a perfect Love of 
Me in their Hearts; he loves not 
the End who refuſes the Means of 


attaining it; nor does he love Glory, 


who will not be conducted to it by 
my Croſs. 

The fourth Motive is to make 
your Body obedient to Reaſon, not 
only for the ſake of future Happineſs, 
but that you may not be for * 

N : / ut 


Chappel of the Croſs. 165 
ruin'd by loſing Me. Shou'd the 
way of the Crols lead to endleſs Fe- 
licity through the moſt bitter AMi- 
ions, 'twou'd be a Motive ſuffi 
ciently obliging you to endure them : 
But 'tis back d with this other preſ- 
ſing Conſideration, that to be eter- 
nally happy, or eternally miſerable 
are two Extremes without a Medium, 
for he who does not enjoy Me for. 
ever ſuffers everlaſtingly. - 

One of theſe ſo diſtant Extremes 
mult neceſſarily give the laſt ſtop to 
humane Life ; after which wilt una- 
voidably ſucceed ' an Eternity of 
Heaven or Hell, of Pleafure, or 
Torments. Ev'ry one muſt chuſe 

his future State whilſt he lives on 
Earth, and determine himſelf to his 
well or ill being for ever. Pitch not 
raſhly on the way thou takeſt, for 
theres no Medium to invite thy 
Choice; nor is't poſſible a Third 
way ſhou'd be obtain d. Carrieſt 
thou my Csofs, Philotbea, in Tri- 
bulation, Pain, and in my Service? 
An everlaſting Crown of Glory ſhall 
recompenſe thy Labour. Suffer'ſt 


thou 


166 4 Pilgrimage tu tbe 
thou without are, in the; vain A- 


muſements of the World? The end- 


leſs Miſeries of Hell will be thy Por- 
tion, throughout al Ar Days of 
Eternity. 
Hence reſults that che way of the 
Croſs is the more ably ne- 
geſſary, becauſe Hope and:Fear ob- 
lige 7 to it; Hope A Fe- 
heities if yon — — and the Fear 
of Eternal Damnation if you purſue 
it not. Showd a Man have the 
choice of a Loaf of Bread, or an 
Ox, of Reward, or Pumiſhment, of a 
rich Diadem, or cruel Torments; 
wou d not he prefer the Diadem, 
to the never expiring Age of Suffe- 
rings? 

W Philothea, to purſue the 

of the Crols, is to ay hold on 

4 RET and to go in that of De- 
lights, Pleaſure, and Recreations, is 
to chuſe Eternal Pain, and Torment. 
The ſick Man takes the bitter Phy- 
lick that he may eſcape Death; and 
(as tis found in this miſerable Life) 
leſs Pains become deſirable, when 
they are conducive to avoid 1 
An 


And ſhou d not you chuſe to ſuffer 
and be afflicted in this World for my 
ſake, to the end you may prevent 
ſuffering 2 hereafter? Ought 
you not to piefer Temporal Affli- 
ions with m Croſs, to Everlaſting 
ones without it & | : 


CHAP. XIX. 
Our Saviour alledges other ſional Mo- 


tives to embrace his Croſs, and fol- 


low his unerring way. 


12 Fifth Motive to follow my 


Croſs, ſaid our Saviour, con- 


tinuing his Diſcourſe, is to expiate 
your Sins in this tranſitory. World; 
becauſe if you don't pay that Debt 
here, you'll be neceſſitated either 
to endure the everlaſting Pains of 
Hell, or thoſe of Purgatory, till ſuch 
time as you have paid the utmoſt 


For you muſt know, Philathea, that 


the Diſpoſition- which qualifies a Soul 
to paſs immediately from this Life, 


to 
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168 4 Pilgrimage to the © 

to Eternal Happineſs ; is her total 
Converſion. to me as her only Good 
and Supreme Felicity, perfectly re- 
_ fined from all Affeaions, and Han- 
kerings after the Goods of this 
World: A Soul ſeparated from her 
Body, in ſuch a State and Condi- 
tion, is inſtantly and inſeparably u- 
nited to the Soveraign Good which 
ſhe ſo ardently loved, and ſollicitouſſy 
deſired. But, thoſe Souls who are 
totally converted to the World, and 
give themſelves entirely up to it, 
do depart this Life into a State of 
Eternal * ; for ever deſiring 
their former Pleaſures, which are 


become impoſſible to be had; and 
now perfectly ſeeing an infinite 
Good incomparably beyond thoſe 


they loved, which yet is impoſſible 


to be attain d, through their being 


entirely prepoſſeſs d with a doating 
Affection to a periſhable (and, to 
them, now periſh'd) Delights, they 


have loſt all Good whatſoever, 


whence they have loſt utterly all 
the Objects they could poſſibly de- 
fire, and have their Mil (whoſe Na- 

2 ture 
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Chappel ef . the Croſs, 169 
ture it is to affect ſome good or o- 
ther, r croſt, which muſt 
neceſſarily breed intolerable Anguiſſi 
and Miſery ; all pleaſure, whether 
little or great, conſiſting wholly in 
the Enjoying ſome kind or ſome ſort 
of Good; whereas they are not ca- 
pable of enjoying any at all, being 
indiſpoſed for Eternal Goods, — 
all fleeting Temporal Goods being 
now vaniſh'd and periſh'd. Yet there 
are others who love Me preferrably 
to all things, tho they ' retain ſome 
by-affection to the World; which 
they endeavour to overcome and 
root out of themſelves; but, yield- 
ing to their frailty, don't accompliſh 
it: this imperfe& diſpoſition of theirs 
for Heaven, fits themnot for imme- 
diate happineſs. after death, neither 
is it ſuch as to render them eternally 
miſerable ; for, their affections to 
the World, as well as their love 
of Me, remaining with them at their 
death, they alſo, with the Soul, do ſur- 
vive her ſeparation from the Body; 
in which ſtate, the knowledg of her 
greateſt good being enlarged, ſhe 
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| by he's inclinations to the World, 
Which ſhe. brought with her out of 
dit, and will remain far her puniſh- 
ment till they are expiated, ind the 
aft farthings paid) the cannot for 


ever be dend. But ſhe will at 


length be releasd from thoſe chains 
"which hung looſe upon her will; 
thoſe by affections being rather 2 
leitie t an a full bent of their Will 
embraci them as its Lai End and 
Final God bs 

Thus you ſee, Philothea, the ſeve- 
ral States of Souls . this mor- 


tal life; *** that tfieir future hap- 
pineſs, or unha pineſs is "_ reſult 
of che Souls affections the 


time of her pn wy arth. 
But the condition of Souls in the 
middle or purgative State, tho ve- 
ry painful, has the comfortable ſa- 
tisfaction to be àſſured of Eternal 
Happineſs at che great Day, for the 
coming of which all the Hichful ear- 
neſtly pour forth their Prayers, when 
I ſay, adveniot regnum tuum. And 

you 
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ou alſo ſee how my Juſtioe propor» 
—— the puniſhment to the quality 
of the Offence; and how your cor- 
rupt affections are, in the nature of 
Debts, to be olear d either in this, or 
the next life, without any favour or 
pardon-until the payment of the ut- 
moſt farthing; and that ſatisfaction 
muſt be made either with the tran 
ſient pains of tory, or the ever- 
laſting flames of Hell, if the Soul 
depart this life in final Impenitence; 
or elſe, if in this life they be not e- 
faced with ſufficient Sorrow and Re- 
pentance, and with-an early' and vo- 
7 ſuffering Afflictions for my 

ſake, by which you ſhou'd alienate 
your affe sens from the World, and 
beſtow them on Me your God and 
Redeemer. So that now is your time 
to reſolve whether you'll be for ever 
happy, or for ever wretched; whether 
you Il lay hold of ſuch means as are 
conducing to Felicity; or elſe aban- 
don your ſelf to the enjoyment of 
preſent delights, without regard to 
what conſequences- will inevitably 
8 1 2 follow 
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follow from giving your ſelf wholly 


up to tranſitory Pleaſures. 
And without diſpute, Philotbea, if 


you took advice of unprejudiced 


eaſon ; you wou'd never ſuffer your 
choice to light upon the greater 


Evil; nor, on the other ſide wou'd 


you pitch upon the leſſer Happineſs. 
Certain then it is, that you wou'd 


prefer Temporal Afflictions, before 


thoſe that-are Eternal, and ſuffer the 
alls of this life rather than undergo 

them in the next. l 
The ſixth Motive to engage your 
affection to my Croſs, is the ſplendor 
of that future Glory which invirons 
the bleſſed; for, ſeeing it is expe- 
dient that all Men enter into it, 
thro the Storms of ſundry tribula- 
tions, and he who ſuffers moſt, for 
Me, gives greater proofs of his af- 
fection; and he who abandons moſt 
for my ſake ſhall receive greater re- 
compences at my hand: And he who 
deſpoils himſelf of All, ſhall not only 
have greater favours return d to him, 
but, what is more, multiply d a hun- 
der d fold, and, at laſt, Eternal Glo- 
nt 1 
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5 Hence follows, that he who 
ufters with my Croſs earns an ever- 
laſting Crown, and happineſs that 
is always blown, and ever in perfe- 
ction What more profitable gain, and 
advantageous uſury can be imagin d 
in this World of miſeries, then to buy, 
with them, pleaſures that have no 
end ? for, if a Man cou'd purchaſe 
Gold with Dirt, and Diamonds with 
Dung, tis clear that he wou'd en- 
greſs an Immenſe heap of Wealth. 
Thus it happens inSpiritual commerce 


and traffick, in which I bid you em- 


ploy your ſelves, when I ſaid, nego- 
tiamini dum wen : For. tis- evident, 
that the pains and tribulations endu- 
red in this Life are of no weight, if 
ballanced with the felicities prepared 
for the bleſſed in Heaven. i 
The ſeventh Motive, is the enjoy- 
ment of a peaceable and quiet Life- 
time here; for none enjoy reſt and 
tranquillity of mind, but thoſe who. 
by a ſelf-denial of worldly Pleafures - 
for my ſake, neither fear, ſeek, de- 
fire, nor procure any thing but Me: 
To follow and ſerve me on this man- 
1 1 ner, 
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174 4 Pilgrimage to tbe 
ner, as it brings content and ſatis- 
faction to the Soul in this Life, fo 


it is moſt advantageous, honourable, 


and glorious in the next. And thoſe 
who make Heaven their chief care, 
and, in the firſt place endeavour to 
be happy there, will have all other 
bleſſings ſuperadded to their deſires. 
Theſe Motives, ſaid Philothea, ſeem 
to run in the muddy channel of felf 
intereſt, and therefore unfit either to 
incline or accompany us in our wa 
to Heaven; in the purſuit of whic 
we ought to be pure and free from 
all ſelf endes. 1 
Fear not, reply d our Saviour, 
for Man being made to enjoy eter- 
nal happineſs, as his ultimate and 
greateſt good, the knowledg of it 
ought to raiſe his s to attain it, 
kindle in his breaſt a deſire and 
Love of it, as ſuch : And if he ſhou d 
not ſeek and covet his greateſt good, 
tis plain he wou'd not act ſtably 
to his Rational being, nor purſuant 
to the End for which he was created; 
wherefore, if he is not to love Heaven 


as the greateſt bleſſing and good 
8 = 
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he ean poſſſbly reaeive, what reaſon: 
ſhou d induce. lim to love it? Eittier 
the conſideration that; he may de- 
rive ſome ady to God by his 
loving him, or ſome Good to his 
podr -ihdigent ſelf : The. firſt is im- 
poſſible, becauſe he knows that God” 
is infinitely; and eſſentially all that's. 
Good, and all that's Happy, and is 
therefore incapable of receiving any 
Encreaſe: The conſideration then of 
his own benefit, and intereſt mutt * 
neceſl: arily, and ought to prevail 
with him to love me preterrably: to 


all things-elfe. - - 

It bel to his Nature who is 
inſinitely perfect in himſelf, not to 
or ſelf- intereſſed: and to 


be ſel 
my Infinite Goodneſs to pour out 
my Bleflings on my poor veggarly 
Creatures, without expecting to 
| ceiveany Good in return from 5 N 
as Ihave taught my Diſciples in choſe 
words Beatius eſt magis dare quam acci- 
It is more Bliſſed to ive than to 
receive. For the ſame reaſon I com- 
mand them to | honour, love and 
Jon Me: For no greater honour 
1 4 _ cat: 


176 4 Pilgrimage to the 
can accrue to # Maſter than that his 
Workmanſhip be perfect, nor can any 
thing more perfect and enable my 
beggarly Creatures than to raiſe their 
Minds to Me in ſuch affe- 
ctions, as moſt conduce to make them 
happy. So that all the good that 
comes by fuch holy: Actions does 
only accrue to them, and not to m 
Infinite fulneſs; which cannot offt 
9. receive any the leaſt acceſſion 
of Good from their Praiſes, Service, 
and Adorations. 

But, my Lord, ſaid Philothea,there 
are and have been perſons eminent 
for ſanctity, who love you molt ar- 
dently, and merely upon the ac- 
count of your own infinite merit, 
without regard to their own beati- 
rude ; and this my Lord is an affe- 
ction worthy of you from a Creature, 
becauſe it is diſſentereſs d, becauſe it 
is pure, and becauſe it is refin d from 
all alloy of ſelfiſhneſs. Thoſe, Phi- 
lothea reply d our Saviour, who, by an 
eager and vigorous application of 
their thoughts to the contemplation 
of the divine Attributes, 1 2 

2 3 em- 
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Chapel. of te Cioß. 177 
themſelves to the enjoyment of thoſs - 
raviſhing ideas that entirely poſſeſs d 
them; found ſo much delight in thoſe 
holy raptures, as carried em ſtill on 
in the continuance of their medita- 
tions, without any other regard than 
that of repeating an exerciſe that im- 
proved their love of Me to an extra- 
ordinary pitch: And what coud a 
love rais d to. ſucha degree, produce 
in thoſe Souls, but an Eternal union 
to Me after deach, to wliom they had 
entirely devoted themſelves, and 
firmly tied their affections Whilſt 
they lived on earth? But the Motives - 
that firſt induced theſe Saints to deſ- -. 
piſe the World for my ſake, were 
the hopes of being for ever happy; 
m__ _ — Me — — 2 
from thoſe hopes, asthey grew up and 
reach d to the greateſt hight; the7 
cou'd attain to on earth; fo likewiſe - 
did it redouble, and mount unto the 
higheſt pitch, to which there was a 
poſſibility for. it to riſe till the ſepa- 
ration of thoſe Seraphick Souls from 
their clayie manſions : By which you 
ſee that their hopes. of Heaven, and 

20 17 their 
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their love of it were nurs d and bred 
up together, tho their r ion 
to my will was ſuch as made them 
Expreſs themſelves in a ppp 
was wholly diſentereſs d; yet 
at che ſame time, —— 
was impoſſible for me to make thoſe 
Souls miſerable who loved me fo 
affeckionately, and that nothing but 
their averſion from me cou'd make 


em forfeit their eternal — — 
And I, who came into the World 
for the Salvation of Men, taught em 
_ that in Heaven was their greateſt 
happineſs, which they might aſſu- 
redly hope for and ex to enjoy, 
if they placed their affections there 
during their abode on earth; and 
without this Motive of intereſt, — 
fuch as was ſuperior to all 
advantages, how wou'd mankind _ 
been ever prevail'd with to abandon 
the prefent, for a future ineſs : e 
Wich ent the: hopes of attaining it, 
how _—_ T ay may ſhoud 
it > The love of a ching which — 
have no hopes to to poſe „ poſlible, 
| mylb be 2 , 2nd will "nl 
rally 
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Live then, Philothea, - 
affeRior as may be conti 


fargetfulneſs 
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thoſe endeavours for my ſake, will 
ive birth to a paſſion for me in your 
breaſt, the flame of which will aug- 
ment in proportion to your hopes of 
being for ever happy. The Glory 
of the next life, Phzlothea, is to enjoy 
Me, and the Glory of this, to love 
Me, animated with the expectation 
of that enjoyment. Love me, be- 
cauſe Im juſt and faithful to m 
word, which Fve engaged that I will 
reward thoſe with eternal ——_— 
who prefer me to all things elſe, and, 
in this life, made me the ſole object 


* 


of their affections. Love me for hav- 


ing ſuffer d infinitely. to make you in 
love with Heaven, for having re- 
deem d you frem the ſlavery of ſin, 


and for having laid Heaven open to 


thoſe who heartily deſire it. And 
live in the aſſur d Hopes of eternal 
happineſs, to the end you may more 
ardently and affectionatel/ embrace 
it, ſince tis impoſſible to love paſſi- 


onately what you don't hope to poſ- 


ſeſs; or to poſſeſs Heaven if you 
never heartily lov'd it : And let your 
expectation of living for. ever _ 


*  ” Sk. rad 


Chappel of the Croſs. 18 
Me in Glory, raiſe your deſires of it 
to that degree of affection as may be 
abundantly fatisfy'd with an object 


that will infinitely > 127 to al | 
e Ty 
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CHAP. XX. 


Philockes FO enamdur d 17 the 
Croſs, yet capitulates for a truce, e re 
oe attempts the v? it; for which 
e 5 reprov 4 * rhe Dinine A Tee. 


1 confeſs , my Lord, ſaid 'Philothea 
that my Soul, vanguiſh'd- with 10 
much reaſon, begins to entertain an 
-unwonted love of the Croſs; and it 
no longer 1 troubleſome. The 
advantages that attend it, are man- 
feſtly y great, and the horrour with 
which it's rigours, at firſt, ſtruck me, 
afflicts me not with ſo much violence. 
Nevertheleſs, may it pleaſe: your Di- 
vine Majeſty to permit me to live 
ſome years before I engage in the 
way of the Croſs ; when that terms 
Es LI} take 'up my. Croſs and 
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follow you with a never to be extin- 
guiſh'd Zeal, and fervour. . 
All theſe advantages, pleaſures, 
and joy's that inviron the holy Croſs, 
which I doubt not but 1 ſnhall then 
ſee, and acknowledg, and return in- 
numerable thanks for them; all thoſe 
charms and. beauties that enrich it, 
will then fall into my embraces. 
Grant me, O Lord, the favour to 
taſte both the one, and the other; 
take pitty of my youth, and allow 
me ſome time to enjoy the World, 
ere I undertake ſo difficult an enter- 
At the age of one and twenty, wou d 
you load me with the burden of a 
Croſs? Will you, my Lord, rather 
ſee a flouriſhing youth blaſted in it's 
bud, then let it grow to be full blown? 
Muſt” I be acquainted with ſuffe- 
rings, before I know content? Muſt 
I feel the decrepid end of my life, 
before I taſte the fruits of my young- 
er days? Mult I firſt wear the mour- 
ning livery of Sorrow and Affliction, 
ere I've entertain d the morning of 
my age, with che gayity and 1 — 
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ſures that are ordinary to perſons of 
my years and quality? And muſt I en- 
ter into the rough and ſtern embra- 
ces of pennance and auſterity, be- 
fore I've been folded in the ſoft and 

entler arms of the world's delight- 
blandiſnments ? Allow me the 
fruition of my blooming Youth; 
Tl 'dedicate the reſt, my Jeſus, to 
you: Grant me the it Spring 
of my Life, and ſtill ſpend my Old 
Age, and dye in your fervice.,'. | 
Whats this I hear, Philothea ? faid 
our. Saviour; when, in all proba- 
bility, I might expect a confeſſion 
from thee, not only that thou wert 
enligbten d and convinc d, but that thou 
wer t diſpoſed to obe, my ears are 
pierc d with werds that declare thee 
as much deceiv d, and in as deſperate 
a condition as ever. Thou deſireſt 
reſpite that thou may ſt deliberate 
about following Me; but, in effect, 
tis for no other end than to purſue 
the way of thy utter undeing, to loſe, 
and perſecute Me. Thou begg ſt to 
have the time of thy following Me 
put of, and impatiently long ſt — 
31 6 
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fee the day's of thy ſinful life haſten 
to their beginning. Thou'rt willing 
co Sacrifice thy life to Pleafures, or, 
rather, dreſs it up as a victim to the 
Devil; and to Me, the refuſe andlea- 
vings of it. Thou preſent ' ſt me, Phi- 
lothea, thy death, or, to ſpeak with 
more truth; it is not thine, but my 
death at which thou aimſt, fince thou 
wou'dit engage thy ſelf in thoſe ſin- 
ful courſes, for which I once already 
laid down my Life. 8 281 
Thou drink'ſt a Cup, full of the 
ſtrong, and luſty part of thy life, te 
all that eaſe and ſoftneſs, which thy 
vicious appetite 2 thee to; 
but leaveſt to Me the dregs, and lees-; 
The fir and be# is beſtow d in gra- 
tifying thy ſenſitive Nature, the Jar 
and wort, is reſervd for Mere. 
Tell me, unhappy Maid, what 
reaſon will then urge thee to ſeek the 
Croſs? Love, or Fear ? If Love, how 
can'ſt thou cheriſh any hopes that it 
will find a place in thy Soul, pre- 
poſſeſs d with a violent paſſion for 
the pleaſures of the World? what 
Love can remain for Me, W 
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haſt ſurrender d it up to carnal 
blandiſhments, and corruption? How 
can't thou expect to ſerve Me with 
a ſincere, and unſpotted affection, 
having firſt yielded the poſſeſſion of 
thy heart to fin, and impurities ? 
What diſpoſitions can that Soul have 
to receive the impreſſions of Virtue, 
that hath lived in @ voluntary capti- 
vity to corporeal nature, and liſted 
it ſelf an inglorious ſlave, to be led 
in triumph by inſolent Vice? 

If bafe and ſervile Fear of future 
miſery ſhou'd at laſt force thee to 
{cek repoſe under the ſhelter of the 
Croſs, wowd it be a handſome way 
to requite the love that made Me 
bleed my lifes laſt drop for thee > 
Like a ſlave, for fear of the laſh, 
thou'lt ſeek a ſanctuary under my 
protection; whileſt my love, Hike a 
tender Spouſe, makes anunwearied 
ſearch after | thee. And even the ef- 
fects of this fear, thou ſo confidently 


promiſeſt Me, when Age has almolt . 


ſtoop'd thee to the grave, is as un- 
certain as each moment of thy lifo. 
If thou'it fear, fear now whilſt time 

vg ſerves, 
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ſerves, Philothea. To diſcourſe, and 
chaſe thus aims more at death 4 
life .; nay, and at everlaſting. death, 

excluding al pretenſions to eter- 
| know's not what it is to 
dye. Reduc d to the laſt extremi- 
ties of life thou bequeath'ſt to me, 

who alway's burn with love of thee, 
che miſerable Reliques of it. I muſt 
be contented wb the effects of th 

F ue fearful apprehenſions whic 

are the conſequences of an ill-ipent 
life, who give to thee my Preſent 
love; And with - this Fear wilkt 

mg aug y Paſſion? 
til — Philothea, when will 
that Soul, chat from its very cradle 
has deen train d in the practiſe of 
raſhneſs, ingratitude, and — 
neſs, meet a time for fear ſhame, and 
remorſe? If raw and yet unskilbd in 
wickedneſs, thou ar't Fearleſs, how 
will thy breaſt be ſuſceptible of fear 
when thou ar't harden'd by an _ 
terate cuſtom to do ill, and 
Old in Sin? If now, hi "If 


criminal, thou art ſtubborn, what 
_ of thy — when cover' 
wit 


ems waa wee a we. 
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with a Swarm of Crimes? If a Thou- 
. 

„ 0 ility is 

chere thou ſnhou dſt prevail againſt a 
Million? if now in thy full vigour, 
and entire ftrength thou findit thy 
ſelf too feeble to bear My Croſs, ho] 
wilt thou be better able to effect it, 
when time and thy precedent vitious 
life have weaken'd, and conſumed 
thy more vigorous and beautiful 
ſtructure, and left nothing but the 
i, inconſiderable remains of what was? 
The blindneſs which ſo great a luſtre 
of worldly vanity has produced in 
thee, how vaſtly will it be increas'd 
when thou haſt lived ſo many years 
in darkneſs ? If thou't take up My 
Croſs at the hour of thy death, what 
time will remain to follow Me ? and, 
if thou ſcarce ſtoop'it to reach My 
Croſs till age has ſtoop'd thy Body, 
and thou almoſt ceaſeſt to be among 
the living, what time remains to give 
Me thy time, when thy time expires? 

Who, ſimple and abuſed Phzlothes, 
who hath warranted thou ſhou'dſt 
live to be Old ? who hath 1 

ä thee 
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thee thou ſhalt ſurvive thy youth? 
Unkind Philothes, do ſt thou grant 
Mee what's Uncertain, and give what's 
Certain to my Enemy? Beſtow what's 
preſent on thy delights, and what's fu- 
ture upon thy amendment ? Have 
dealt fo with thee, who ſo early be- 
gan to favour thee ? Before thou 


wert, IJ had ordain'd thy being; 1 


had created, call'd, and given thee 
thoſe inclinations that lead thee into 
the way of the Croſs, which now 
thou fooliſhly refuſeſt. 
In the decrepid years, when time 
hath brought thy ſtrength ſo low, 


as to make thy legs er. under. 
the weight ofthy Bod t thou 


to carry the burthenof a Croſs, which 
thou dareſt not undergo,in the prime 
and vigour of thy youth? Thou un- 


dervalueſt a Preſent good, yet, fed 


with a deluding confidence, preſu- 
meſt to enjoy it, when uncertain, 
abſent, and flying thy ingrateful in- 
vitations? Thou deſpiſeſt now the 


Crown I offer thee wirh my Croſs; 


yet, fngitive as thou art from the 


Crown and Croſs, then ts”? 
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eſt ungrounded hopes of finding both 
the one and the other whenſoever 
thou ſhalt have a mind. Who ever 
finds the thing he ſeeks for, by look- 
ing where 'tis not to be found 2 Who 
ever reach'd the determin'd end of 
his journey that went the contrary 
way to it? If thy intenſion is to car- 
ry my Croſs that thou may ſt acquire 
a Crown, hope not to reap that be- 
nefit at thy laſt gaſp, when thon haſt 
diſtanc'd thy ſelf ſo far from it, and 
run a way from the Croſs in purſuit 
of temporal Pleaſures, and Delights. 


C HAP. XXI. 


Our Saviour continues his reproof to Phi- 
lothea, fo deferring to follow the 
ay of the Crols. 


FF Hoult not only be unable, Phi- 
lotbea, purſued our Saviour, 
but thow'lt alſo be unwilling to fol- 
low Me: Thou'lt be unable, for b 
what means can thy captive Soul, 
diſengage her ſelf from her ſervitude 
to worldly pleaſures, to receive the 
Croſs? It implies as great an ãmpoſ- 
ſibility 


191 4 Pilgrimage le 


ſibility for a Man to indulge his 101 
ſenſnive nature, and carry my Croſs, w 
as it do's to couple Belial with God * 
in one breaſt. For, how is't concei- ql 
vable, unha Woman, that thou ar 
ſnou dſt be able to turn thy darling ke 
pleaſures out of thy boſom, to make th 
room for the entertainment of the af; 
Croſs ? Of what Art will thy odious, 4s 
deform'd and captive Soul avail her wo 
ſelf to break the chains in which a ea 


1 habit of viciouſneſs has fd 
er'd her? With what hands, with vii 
what files, or in what ſpace of time ; 2b 
when thy hands long injured to work | 
evil, are grown utterly unſerviceable an 
and uſeleſs to all that's good and Po! 
holy, and ugly by being employ < ſou 


in unhandſom labours; what will em- anc 
power thee to file of, with the nails ens 
of my Croſs, the weighty chains of as 
thy Offences ? 2 hon 
If now thou feelſt a want of lu 


ſtrength to follow Me, what will e- of 4 
.nable thee, when age has drain'd life 
thee of thy youthful blood, and al- the 
moſt laid thee level with the grave? ht! 
If now thou complain ſt of a 1 tue 
0 | 
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of power to ſerve and follow Me, how 
willt chou be impower d then to 
maintain a vigorous fight, to con- 
quer, and to triumph? If now thou 
art too feeble for eaſy undertakings, 
how wilt thou be ſtrong enough 
then, to tug with difficulties ? If, 
after the trial of thy forces, yet firm 
and entire, thou findſt thy ſelf too 
weak to raiſe my Croſs from the 
earth, what motives haſt thou ſo con- 
fidently to believe that then, with 
virtue, light, or ſtrength, thou' lt be 
able to lift, and carry it?;:²? 

If there is required Virtue, nay 
and a large proportion of it to ſup- 
port my Cros, to merit, follow, and 
ſerve Me; peradventure, will an old, 
and inveterate cuſtom of ſinning, 
enable thee to merit? If each mo- 
ment was ſpent in the ſtudy of evil, 
how can'ft thou be an eminent fol- 
lower of Virtue, of Perfection, and 
of the Holy Spirit? Having all thy 
life time, ſpoken no other language 
then that of Vice, how willt thou 
be able to ſpeak the language of Vir- 
tue, at the hour of thy deat;? If now, 
woun- 
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wounded with thy paſſions, thou af't 
reſolutely bent not to quit them for 
my Croſs, ſhall I believe thow'lt be 
willing to yield, when, by rendring 
thy ſelf a ſlave to thy ſinful appetite, 
thou haſt loſt all power over thy ſelf, 
and can'ft will nothing but what thy 
imperious Maſter will allow of ? If 
now thou want'ſt courage to give 
ſome few paſſions a denial; will 
thou then have acquired more Spirit 
and reſolution to oppoſe a greater 
number of Vicious . Paſſions and 
commanding ill Habits? If now thou 
ar't frighten'd at the approach of 
Ten Enemie, what terrour will poſ- 
ſeſs thee when thou ar't to engage 
with Ten Thouſand ? If four oun- 
ces now over match thy ſtrength, 
willt thou then be able to ſuſtain the 
weight of pounds with out number? 
When the heavy burthen of thy Sins 
Will be encreas d prodigiouſly in 
ſize and Weight, and thy ſtrength 
decay d, willt thou be able, Philo- 
thea, to throw thy ' fins from thy 
ſhoulders 2 ; 

n 


4 
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In thy warm and active Blood, 
whilſt fit for labour, and rational 


diſcourſe, thou reject ſt my Croſs: 


And in thy chill and drooping age, 
fit for thy Monument (coll dt Wo- 
man, as thou ar t) offer ſt thou thy 
ſelf to ſo ſharp a remedy for thy 


ſins? Now in the lively ſpring of 


thy age, freſh, and fair, and mittreſs 
of thy ſenſes, thou diſregard'ſt thy 
cure, and when pale death begins to 
freeze thy Blood, and ſtamp his pi- 
ure on thy ſhrivel'd and furrow'd face, 
think'ſt thou then to begin to merit? 
Cana Clock that's diſorder d mea- 
ſure out time into equal hours? Thy 
powers, faculties, and ſenſes, when 
diſorder d, and put out of frame by 
the approaches of thy diſſolution, 
what will they repreſent to thy ſick 
and crais'd! imagination, but fright- 
ful images of death, and the dread- 
ful conſequences of an ill-ſpent life? 
Wow dſt thou not condemn that — 
ſon of the higheſt folly and indiſcre- 
tion, who, being ſick, or wounded; 
delay d his cure till he was reduced 
to a deſperate condition? Shou d he 


ä ſay, 
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57 let me ive wonnded, as Lam, 
e cum at che point of death ; 
wound tefter and gungrene, 
chan Ti — ene, apph/d? 

frft me tocche 
— uh and deach, then 1 
pun 23 — be tea: When 
paſt allcure, when all 


L 


8 . — ay 


In fine, thou — a 
_nind, mar be able, FiYorbre,to car- 
Ty Ay Groſs, eimer in u ON Age, 
or at the hour of thy — Thoullt 
| GAY us wal, come 


| have fairender'd thedominion of thy 
254, to the humour quis — 
rant, whoſe ſenſual 
Have more pomer over thee ro love 
'own 247. That Reaſon wich — 


* 
8 -_e, 
— p % . 
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I enrich'd thee, thou'k have enſſa- 
ved to the infamous pleaſure of thy 
appetite ; and my Grace beſtow'd on 
thee to fortify thy 
end thon mightit ſearch after Me, 
will have no power to act in its own 


behalf, being wholly enervated by 


Vice, and miſapply d to vitious uſes. 
As a nail with rep. blows is fix d 


ſo deep, as tis impoſſible to draw 


it out; ſo by redoubling ſins upon 
each other, thou't have rivetted 
them ſo faſt inthee, and, by an aſſi- 


duous habit, have made thy Wounds 

fo deep; as nothing will be able to 
heal ſuch inveterate ſoars, nor pull 
up Sins ſo frequently dinted and fo 


deeply rooted in the Soul. 


But who, abuſed Philothea, has aſ- 


fared thee, that, when thou  ſhaTr 


| cheite an imperfect willingneſs, and 


be in ſome feeble capacity of execu- 
* will, I alſo be diſpoſed 
and able to reſtore thy reaſon to act 


with its entire power and liberty? 


Can't chou, unaſſiſted by Me, re- 
cover thy freedom? and canTredeem 


thee from flavery without thy con- 
| K 2 ſent 2 
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Reaſon, to the 
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Tent? If thou haſt no mind, can 1 
conſtrain and force thy will which 
I, gave thee in full liberty ? If 
thou oppoſeſt, what redreſs can I 
afford ? If the Sick perſon re- 
fuſe the aid of Phyſicians, how can 
they. cure him.? If amongſt my own 
relations I cou d not work Miracles, 
becauſe their incredulity ty d up the 
effects of my omnipotency, which 
cou d not work upon the hearts of 
Men that were obſtinately bent upon 
wickedneſs ; how can I work thy 
cure, unleſs thou art diſpoſed to re- 
ceive the means that muſt bring it to 
paſs, and unleſs thou art willing to 
embrace the advantageous offers 
ln 
To conclude, can't thou reſcue 
:thy ſelf from thy captivity to Sin, 
-without My Aſſiſtance? Can ſt thou 
-wipe out thyoffences without the help 
of My Grace? Cant thou . 7 


and affectionatly pronounce FJeſus 


without Jeſus? nay, if thou wert 
ſtated in My grace and favour, 
vou dſt thou be able to advance fur- 
ther, unleſs Feſus continued his aſſiſt- 
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ance to thee? If then, Philotbea, whilſt 
thou art in My Grace, thou can'ſt 
not move forward without My Con- 
currence, how wilt thou be able to 
work thy ſelf into my favour, When 
My Grace has forſaken thee? 
Whence preſum'ſt thou, to find 
Me favourable to thee, who by re- 
peated crimes haſt drawn upon thee 
my diſpleafure, and hatred? Think'ft 
thou to oblige Me with thy Offences ?. 
Think'ft thou to endear Me to thee. 
by abandoning, and running from 
Me? and when thou neglectſt Me. 
wooing thee with ſubmiſſions and 
entreaties, expect ſt thou a Continu- - 
ation of My love to thee ? Thou 
crucify'{t Me, and ſhall I Work Mi- 
racles in thy favour ? for what ver- 
tues, for what Merits, for what 

ſervices of thine ? Upon the account 
of thy numberlefs Offences ? Is it fit” 
I ſhov'd Honour thee, for perſecu. 
ting Me all manner of ways? Is it 

fit My Mercy ſhou'd ran in ſearch. 
of thee, becauſe thou haſt built th 
iniquities upon My ſhoulders ? „ 
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CHAP. XXII. 
— ti cur ee repre 


- Trentble, My Lord, ſand Philoebea, 

at what Tre heard you ſpeak ; 
whilſt you 
whilſt you diſcourſe, you enlighten, 
burn and confound me. Forgive my 
ignorance, born with my feeble na- 
ture; becauſe 1 heard, and beliew d 
that your clemency was 232 
exceeded your other attributes, 
thought you wou d alwa bes — 
to ken me: and that t ven- 


ture to throw ſome years away upon 
my pleaſure, with an ititention to 


dedicate my more advanced 28. 0 
ſerve under your Croſs. 


Thy Excuſe Philatbea, reply d our 
Savicur, is far worſe thanthe requeſt. 
it ſelf. Ist poſlible, that under a 


vain preſumption of obtaining My 
| Pardon, 


argue, you convince, 


OSP FTA. CE. 


ore 
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Parden, thou ſhau d t hatch a deſign: 
to Cracity Me 2 Ist a rational dif. 
courſe to ſay, Ell Buffet, Wound, Spit 
upon, Scourge; and Crucify vun, in 


confhdence of your great Mercy, and 
of obtaining Pardon cd ſie alt 


of it: and to fay, permit me to aſ- 

front yon, Em certain:you'll:cecom- 
pence me with your fivour, and an 
Immortal Crown? The Devil: him 
ſelf, Plilorbea, never durſt preſume 
to talk after this rate. Tis true, he 
deteited, and Crucify d Me, thro' 
the means of his Wicked Agents ; But 
he never propoſed to have his dia- 
bolical attempts revarded withe 
of my Goodneſs. 1X7 

Yet, Fooliſh and ingratefu 


Wo- 
man, thou dareſt think to _ 
Merey, provoking my Fufice.. 
My Brecht is full of Clemency, My. 
Hand is, alſo, arnYd wich the Sword 
of Juſtice. My nature is to reward” 
the good, and puniſh. the bad; and 
ſhall L beſtow Crowns, and recom-- 
pences upon the wicked ? can My 
Mercy thwart My: Fuſtice ? and Mx 
Arm of | Faſtice waund My": Piery,. 
ww” 1 Goodneſs, , 
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Goodneſs, and Clemency? Is My Im- 
menſity capable of any defect or ble- 


miſh? or can My Attributes affront, 


and ſtrike at one another? 
If My Unlimited Goodneſs ſtretch 
it ſelf to all Creatures, in innumera- 
ble effects of Sweetnels and Bounty; 
does not, My not- leſs- Infinite Juſtice 
equally extend it ſelf in deſerv d Pu- 
niſhments.? Reflect, if the number of 
the Reprobate exceed not that of the 
Predeſtinate; Conſider what Multi- 
tudes are call d, and how few Choſen ; 
how : narrow is the almoſt unfre- 
quented path of Glory, and how 


bad, and throng'd with Paſſengers 
is the way to Hell. Did not I inflict 
an exemplary Puniſhment upon My 


ſtubborn People in the deſart? of 
Six Hundred Thouſand, wWhom 1 
conducted out of «Agzpt, only TWO 
Perſons were priviledg d to enter 
the Land of Promiſe. And if, after 
this computation, the number of 
Bleſs d Souls were to be reck nd, how 
few wou d be happy? What was the 

Iſſue of your firſt Parents treſpaſs, 
and how dearly has their p! 
eine > of ; Paid 
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paid for the effects of their irregular 
appetite ? Reflect how the Earth de- 
vour'd thoſe contemners of My Ser- 
vant Moſes ;- how I causd above 
Thirty "Thouſand. to be Killd, for 
rebeltiouſly deferting Me, and raiſing» 
Idols in the deſart in ay deſpite 
and contempt : How often I correct- 
ed the ſinfulneſs of my Darling Na- 
tion; how. miſerably. My Diſciple 
Fuaas put an end to his Freachery; 
and Life; how great the ranſom was 
that I paid for "thee, as well at the 
Pillar, as at- the Croſs ; with what 
rigour my Eternal Father treated me, 
that theu might ſt be pardon d. Cali 
to mind the everlaſting pains of Hell 
in which no end can be found, either - 

of Torments, Souls Tormented, or 1 
Tormentors; nor will ever appear - ü 
-_ leaſt glimpſe of pardon, or re= . - ll 
leaſe. % 8 

- Laſtly, behold how inconſiderable 

the number, of happy Soulz; is in 

reſpe& of the uncountable Multi: . 

tudes, which my Juſtice throws inc 
the ſhades of eternal Darkneſs and 

Horrour- Will't thou be able, in- 

8 | K. 5 | grate. 2 
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| inſenfible Philothea, to en- 
Fare the pains of chat difinal State, 
[| in which, fo many Millions of wret- 
t ched Souls lie Tortured; and whi- 

ther alt thoſe go, that practice a 
diſcourſe of the Nature of thine 2 
N Upon my Patience wilt thou build 
| thy Crimes? Becauſe aſſured that I'm 
ee wilte thou be avg mes 


t my call, by 
He who: ask Tae leave to 
oy his Father, when I call d hi 
Me, was bid by- me e 
e 0 ts bury their dead ; for thoſe 
only are alive who follow and ſerve 
Me. He who ask'd leave to go. ac- 
aint his houſe that he was about 
to follow Me, upen the invitation 
Thad given him to enter into the 
nnmber of my followers, was an(- 
wer' that he ſheu d not look behind, 
nor let go his deſign of followi 
Mie with a Croſs I turn d Lots wile 
(for no other M but that ſhe 
ek d back on Saum, cantrary-: to 
hues 66 rein ry * 


ts thy Sifters 
bo £0 Tuff 
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CHAP AXUL..:..:... 
Philothea conſents to take the Croſs 


,#p0 ber, but withal expoſtulates about, 
| 1 1th aur Saviour. TTY V3 6 


wy 
- 
a 1, ef 
- _y 
. — 


T HE vanquilſh'd Phi lar ben, finding 
ber ſelf not only unable to op- 
poſe ſuch convincing Arguments, 
but that ſhe was, inſtly in rov.d by 
Our Saviour, threw, her, ſelf proſtrate 


 4t this. Peet, and begg pardon in 
_ theſe terme. | 


Alas! my Lord, ILclearl be ur, 
Divine Goodneſs, which = lutfer'd 
me to argue with: ſo much vanity. 
and folly, as to prefer excuſes, and de- 


4 


lays to prompt, and obedienc;tollow- 


ing you; and tis: evident that this 
miſtake of mine & an effect of your 
Juſtice, chaſtiſing my ſtubbornneſs, 


with. my Error; for there's na evil 


comparable t ſuch. a fall, nor. any. 


ſuch; puniſhmgat. of: Offences; as is 


the permiſſion to commit new ones. 
Ie errd; O God,; Eve: ſinn d, 
Hafti. me. with ſcyerity.; but L bes. 
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feech you grant my pardon, when 
you ve puniſſid me, if it be true 
that a corporal Puniſhment can ob- 
tain pardon for the Soul. Let your 
Juſtice, mortife this, Inferior part 
which you have taught me to know 
let your Mercy conduct and abſolve 
the Superior, to the end it may ne- 
ver deſiſt from the purſuit of tliat 
1 which it begins to compre- 

enn mott bs viiab IS 
Io this, our Lord made reply; 
thy Malady. ſtands in need of pow- 


erful Remedies: When I'endewour 


to win thee to me, 3 of Love, 
thou refuſeſt to walk in any path 


from the ground, and, liſt why 
thoughts to Heaven. It ayails but 
little to have caſti thy ſelf on the 
Earth, if thou riſeſt not humble and 


undeceiv d. Thau may 'ſt eaſiſ mea 


ſurs thy; weak and wretchell nature 


by the Earth. on vebicht-thonchalf - - __ Þ 


lain; E thou knew thato thou art 
carthz and muſt, at length, return 


to u, thou would ſt love the Riches 


af Heaven and. doat- no longer = 
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the miſerable and fading Vanities-of 


che Earth. Philothea, 'taking 
fore exe —„— Clemency, 250 
her ſelf, and fait. 


command; and, 
neſs. of m] 


LT 4 - - : — 
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I ſewiplainly, my moſt benign 


Lord; dat Ive err d Me a weak, 


and. miſerable Woman as I am; now. | 


my Redeemer; T take up the Croſs, 
Fi} put in execution whatſoever you 
all the re- 
luctance 1 derived from the weak- 
Conſtitution, or rather 
— had conveived'aga inf 

cals way, you, m Lors, 
have ſo e — oh. uni- 
teu foree of R 
animated me to — degree, thtte 
Im veſblwud ta ſerve under your 
Erbſs/:: But pesmir nie, to have the 
gramdf eee Artictes; not in order 
to . — 
34 f ih t 
ths move mow, my to carry = Crof 
ond to va — then 
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and Truth, have 
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prudence : an attempt to go unden 
to 


tempt to fall than to go. 


The firſt Article humbly . 


my Lord, to your' oonſideration (as 
2 means thats condueive to my de- 
A ͤ OOO 
your leave, that I may lay on me 
* a 


do in fen me., Im. indirw- 
Red: in the urmoſt af my 
and wou d carry it after my own 


faſlion, withiwhich E ſhall be betren 
enabled to follow yeur.: The ſecond, 
inerdats yu that t Croſs. may noe 


be of an extraoedinary fize;; fon; the? 
k earneſtly define — yet 


my — is encceding great, and 
it won d. be mparious in me, to: take: 
the Croſs c day, that I might: lan 
ay e to monrew. The third; 
that 10/ may - bs: ſBovt,, for twl be dur 


poſſible E fhoultk ſupport is,> nnleſs 
| ou y 70 Lord, vouchſafe to ſnorten 


it. 


Chapel. of the Ctoſs. 207 
to undertake” the performance off 
what's impoſſible, is temerity, not 


the beaters frengrh, i is rather an a- 


9 pie d nes 5 


cs 224% AZ tht $242. 3 od TY * rn . 2 
, r ³ꝛÜ1i˙ͥa -O — — — * oo aX in 
. w Eo "a MY 4a $6 8fwen 3 r 8 5 : . 
* o 5 4 A 5% . # 0 4 


| * a A ' — * >, 1 * * 72 * 1 #3 . . 5 _ 
q K 7 l : ; 
| — = q - 2 . — N - > _ j 2 ds % — 5 =y Sa A 32 bn het. — = 2 
* | on A % — N 4 £ 4 A ar” . 87 ' 5 a L | = —_ 9 —— ; — . % . * A 4 
3 S 2 * a> Ty ” A BY * B Ws _ N 


208 A Pilgrimage to the 
it. The fourth, is that it may not 
be heavy, nor made of lead, iron, or 
any other (groſs material; for you 
are not ignorant, that my forces 
come ſhort of bearing fo weighry- a 
load, and are not able to reſiſt Af- 
fronts, Diſgraces, and Ignominies. 
i" The fifth is, that it may be Tranſpa- 
4 rent and Beautiful, that it may be 
it ſeen afar off; to the end that the de- 
i" fire I have to follow) you, may be 
1 known to every body, as well as the 
value I fet upon that action; by 
which, my example will be the more 
conſpicuous, and inviting to others, 
5 the number of your followers 
[| well to infinite. The laſt beſeeches 
you, that L may have ſome inter- 
mitting days of reſt, in- which, by a 
| ceſlation from carrying my-Croſs, I 1 


33 
82 = << >< = FL > ky ot =» rm Way i= Joe 


| may recruit my: ſtrength; for your % 
| afinite Spams bor ſee 4 R 

| difficult it is for me to travel With- tu 
if out ſome appointed days of reſpite. to 
] Upon theſe conditions, my Lord, I. f 
ſhall embrace your Croſs with infi- al 
þ nite Nleaſure and Satisfaction. - 
þ — i Et. — 
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Ist poſlible;-Philorbea, reply'd the 
Eternal Majeſty, that all My Argu- 

ments ſhou'd not perſuade thee to re- 

poſe thy truſt in Me? Ist poſſible 
thou ſhould'ſt draw up Articles about 
following me? Did I confine the 
Work of thy Redemption within any 
Limits 2 Had my Love any Bounds ? 
My Charity any ſtint? If then, 1; 
the Creator of all things, deliver d 
my ſelf into the hands of Sinners, 
without any terms, limit, or mea- 
ſure, to redreſs the evil State into 
which you were miſerably plunged ; 
my Blood ſtrea ming from all the 
veim and pores of my Body to the 
laſt drop; how comes it to paſs 
tien capitulateſt with me, and 
ett ſt limits to thy ſerving and fol- 
lowing me? Ca 
Wich thy yo, Father, Lord, 
Redeemer, and thy God, do'ſt capi- 
tulate? Do'ſt thou offer Conditions 
to himzwhom it is thy duty to ſerve, 
follow, and obey, in all Humility, 
and Reſignation ?. And to him whoſe 
right it is to govern, and direct thy 
Wül 2 What daſt thou give me, _ | 
19 | a u 
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thou didſt not firſt receive from m 
Bounty? What doſt thou — 
Aus, tis becauſe I Created thee; if 
deem d thee; and if thou rt ine, 
tis becauſe. I Call d —— N — ſer- 

11 * and followin 1 8 e wit N ut- 
woff power, thou fall'ſt infinitely 
| Hort of paying what is due to ſuch 
great Obligations; what doſt thou 
give me, when thou haggleſt thus 
that I may receive thee. with Con- 
ditions: and Reſerves? Can there be 
2 Croſs laid on thy Shoulders, of ſo 
46 will counterpoiſe, and ſatisſie for 
thy Sins? Truly no. If this be im- 
poſſible, about what doſt thou capi- 
tulate? n. G1 70 

My Lord and God, ſard Philoabea, 
Im not ignorant of this Truth; but 
I. don't take theſe Articles ro be Con- 
ditions, Bounds, or Limits of my 
love to you, which is ſo great that 
E cann't expreſs: it. I dye for you 
without a Croſs, and the Love I 
ON! on 
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on fire; yet I feat teaſt by ſerving 
you: with a Croſs, and, which 8 
more, a heavy one, I ihowe quie 
the way of the Croſs; which wou'd 
ſo diſcourage me, and put me out of 
countenance, that I ſhou'd not on- 
ly abandon my enterpriſe, bur full 


into a more. deplorable State, than 1 


was in before I fer foot in this holy 
way. To begin, and not preſs for- 
wards, is to recoyl further than I 
was at fit 
All Rien wild Eugh at me if I do 
do ʒ they H deride me, hecauſe 1 for- 
ſake your ſervis, and reproacty me 
becauſe L engage my ſelf in it. Bur, 
ſo . * they mock me for ſerving 
you, the glory of having conſtantly 


follow'd; and adored you, will faf- 
* ſweetert 


that grief. Bus to de ſcoffed at for 
reli 


nquithing 


pleas d to let me meaſure the weight 
of the Crofs —_— ſtrength, pro- 
portion it to my ability; and ſo ac. 
commodate it to me as F —_— be 
| Able 


Will de an incor 
ſolable Affliction If you word de 
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able to bear it; I doubt not but I 


ſhall ferve you with an — 
4408 and Marie 7 


= H A P. XXIV. 
Our $ aviowr * Philothea the Er- 
rar in ber Diſcourſe, and encourages 


ber A men examples. to purſue the 
LETS * 2 


Hon ar ueſt, Phi SR fo: mi- 
| ' flakingly, ſaid the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, that 1 maſt needs difpel theſe 
2 vapours that hang in miſts 

about thy underſtanding, and let 
thee ſee. how much thy diſcourſe has 
wander d from the truth. . 

Know then firſt that this ile of 
thine to me is little leſs then falſe, 
ſince tis a love that - cann't endure a 


Croſs. What love is that Which re- 


fuſes to ſuffer for the object beloved ? 
If I hear thee ſay (at the ſame time 
that thou profeſſeſt a real paſſion. for 


me) that thou will't not hazard any 


affliction in my Service, how ſhall I 


os: thou. really loreſt me? If 
1 thou 


> ew | Dow 


thou.demand'ſt pleaſure, and glory 
in following me, how ſhall I be per- 
ſuaded that thy Breaſt harbors a-true 


affection for me? What love will 


remain for me, when pleaſures have 


the entire poſſeſſion of thy Heart? 


Wilt thou woe me with thy De- 
lights, and oblige me with thy vain 


and fooliſh Pleaſures 2? 


If chou declineſt taking up the 


Croſs, becauſe its painful; if the 


Croſs afflict, humble, and mortify 
thee, and yet thou refuſeſt to under- 


go it, thou ar't more in love with th 


ſelf, than Me. Thou fly ſt from — 
Croſs becauſe tis painful; in doing 
which thou ceaſeſt to follow Me: 
certain then it is that thou preferrft 
loving thy ſelf, to loving, and ſer- 


ving Me: for whatſoever is deny'd 
to my Croſs, is denied to my Love; 


and whatſoever is granted to one, 
15 granted to the other, Not to love 
the Croſs, is to have a ſtronger paſ- 
ſion for thy ſelf than Me ; and to be 
tied faſter to thy own pleaſure than 


to mine, and to ſelf love, than the love 


of Me. If ſelf love is more predo- 
minant 
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mirant in thy breeft, chan chat which 
is due to Me, chou'lt every Moment, 
abandon me more and a, for thy 
-own.dlearer dake. - 
The fualſeneſs ofthy love, 5 Philothes, 
5s exident from another reaſon ; for 
_whenT endeavour, by the 7805 ofthe 
Croſs, to drive 
| Which i is the 


——— 

ary : and ins, ho aveid it obedi- 
ence co wy will, that chou may ft 
put y om in Execution. Since 
chen, to | execute my will, which i: 
five to thine, 4s to and 
Crucify thy will; tis evident that 
our wills can never agreę, unleſs chine 
be broken to endure the Cross, to 
deſert which, is to abandon Ae, 4nd 
my il. Can he be call d a true and 
real lover who ſlightly y diſobeys the 
will of the perſon for whom he owns 
A paſſiom, 421 by whom he's mutu- 
ally belov'd ? Ifthe Principal effect 
of love, is to make che perſon in love 


ele up his Will £0 the object of his 


. paſſion ; 


ok eat aa a as 


ESI <A A ay w@eua 


— a yy ak 


8 


purſued cheir 


paſion ;and'thou denieſt me thy will, 
tothe end thou 


with thy Croſs: and art detentnin'd 


_ to leave Me, and refuſe me any pow- 
er oer thee, becauſe I mortify, and 


ozeſs thy will; after this, how ſhall 
Ibellcveahou bear t Me any affe- 
&ion, and deſt not rather pay a blind 


E alſo Seed in 


opinion, that to carry thy Crofs 
nary Agr Wee" ar: Service ; 


for kwill make thee walk Wiel ere 


aſſurance, and affection. Do ſt not 
ſee all Bog who have carried their 
ſeveral Creſſes, with what Zeal, and 


Conſtancy they perform d it⁊ Cen- 


der my Mother, and Apoſtles, with 
what unſhaken couragetheytedfaſtly 
to Eternal 
Hife thro' innamerdble Croffes, and 
Tribulations, Moſt certain then it is, 


that to follow Me with a Croſs, is to 


ur Dee Grace, Giza Philothes, 


actions ; 3 
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follow Me 


obedience to «ll the ſuggeftions of 


val ; 


yy Me with vigour, and refolu- 


animated che Saints to do wonderful 
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actions, , inſpired with which, it 


was impoſſible for them not to fol- 
low you. 19403) I 


ITis well, reply d our Saviour, but 
what think ſt thou of their Diſci- 


ples, and Succeſſors ? Of ſo many 
Biſhops, and others, whom I con- 
ducted thro the toilſom, and labo- 


rious way of the Croſs ? Of the Igna- 


tiuſes, Policarps, Martials, Marcelluſes, 
Clements, Linus s, Cletus, & Anacletus s? 
of the Denis s, Eugeniuis, Cyprians, 


Laurences, Vincents, and innumerable 


other followers of my Croſs ? Of the 
Ambros's, Auſtins, Chryſtoms, Hilaries, 
Martins, Nicholas's, Gregories, with 
infinite other Biſhops, who have fol- 


low'd Me with their Croſs ? And 


laſtly, of the Antonies, Pauls, Bene- 


dicts, Romualds, Dominic's, Francis's, 


and others without number, who 


have travell'd Day, and Night in the 

rugged way of the Ci oſs? 8 
Theſe, my Lord, ſaid Philothea, 

were Men; but I'm a feeble: Woman. 


And what were the Agatha s, anſwer d 


Our Saviour, Agnes Lucia t, Paulas, 
TLeocadias, Engracia s, e 
| | Ger- 
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Gertrudes, Hildepard's, Lurgarda's, Brigits, 
Olimpia s. Pulcberia s, Tereſa's; and 
Thouſands other Spouſes of mine? 
What way purſued they, but that of 
the Croſs; (tho I had never confirm'd 
any of them in my Grace) and, 
Millions of happy Souls who are 
now in fruition of Me? What path 
| led themto Me, but that of the Croſs? 
| If they dy'd in their Infancy, my 

Croſs ſaved em; if, when ſtep d into 
Vears, mine and theirs; for their ſuf- 
ferings join d to my paſſion were the 
means of their Salvation. Art Or 
In fine, all thoſe Souls that are 
now in the peaceable enjoyment of 
Eternal Happinefs, what arms did 
they carry in their hands, what mark 
imprinted on their breaſt, and what 
burthen on their ſhoulders, but the 
Croſs? And thoſe who follow my 
example in Obedience, Poverty, In- 
cloſures, and Chaſtity, what other 
Arms do they wear to defend them 
ſelyes againſt the dangers of their 
journey, but my Croſs ? See ſt thou 
not thoſe Hair Cloth's worn by my 
Servants, thoſe 18 by M Pa- - 
| ſtors 
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"Kors of my Flock, and thoſe mili- 
_ tary Croſſes, under whoſe protection 
they purſue their way, fearleſs of 


of your Croſs, without the. aſſiſtance 


any _— that can di the quiet 
of their Souls? Since then, my Croſs 


fortifies, and inſpires a courage into 


the weakeſt Sex, and moſt dejected 


Spirits, which no pains can daunt, 
as is evident in ſo many Saints; 
hence haſt thou the aſſurance to 
tell me, that thou. ſhal't be more va- 
liant without a Croſs, then with one? 
Why do'ſt thou defend thy ſelf, with 
ſo many arguments, from underta- 
| "IE 


and refuſe to accept of it, 


unleſs I condeſcend to thy Articles ? 
Was there evet any, beſides thy ſelf, 
ſo audacious as to: capitulate with 


Me? Or did 1 ever entertain any 
'in My ſervice, with ſuch conditions, 


and reſervations, as thou propoſeſt? 


Tho' what you ſay, Lord, is 
moſt true, ty Philibes ; that 
all Men generally are ſaved in virtue 
of your Croſs, and their own; yet I 
believe there are ſome, ſo fortunate 
as. to reach Salvation thro' the means 


of 
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of their oxen, and go directly into che 
State of Happine s, tho their life had 
been ſpent. in the pleaſures of the 
World, In the Society, of theſe, tis 
ring: Ave in the embraces, of De- 
lights, haye cloſed their days in Sor- 
row and Contrition, and been imme- 
diately  convey'd from Earth to re- 
ceive a Crown of Glor7. 
You are miſtaken; Philothea, ſaid 
our Saviour ;. forthere never was any 
born into the World, who did not un- 
dergo his Croſs: even the infant that 
dies ſoon after Baptiſm, and is ſaved 


by my Croſs, and the Faith of his 


Parents, had yet a: Croſs of his own; 
by lying, Fetter'd in the Priſon: of his 
Mothers Womb, by coming into the 
World in pain, and leaving it, Tor- 
mented with the Agony of Death. 
And thoſe, . who, as thou ſay'ſt, 
have departed this life in Repentancg, 
after the enjoyment of many Golden 
ears in proſperity and pleaſures, un- 
eſs their Souls are entirely conver- 
ted to Me, cannot, poſſibly, enter 


into immediate Happineſs, but muſt 


2 remain 
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remain in Purgatory till the utmoſt 
farthing's paid. And tis hazardous, 
whether they ever repent their for- 


mer follies, whom a continued ſeries 


of delights have wholly charm'd into 
a perfect ſurrender of their Heart; 


and if they expreſs a Sorrow, tis to 


be fear d that the loſs of ſo much 
pleaſure has a great ſhare in their 


Affliction. Inveterate habits, Philo- 


thea, are not eaſily ſhaken of; and 


tho you ſhou'd be ſo happy as, in 


your' declining Age, to ſee the ma- 


ny Errours yu have committed; 
you wou d ſtill encounter Difficulties 
in rooting thoſe Old dear affections 
from your Heart, in which they had 
been ſo firmly, and ſo agreeably eſta- 
bliſh'd; during the ſpace of many 
years. Be not, therefore, fond of run- 
ning ſo great a riſque, nor depend 
ſo much upon thy opinion touching 
the State'of Souls departed ina death- 


ved repentance. 
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3 Philothea preſſes our Saviour with othen 


reaſons, to admit of her Ca itulations :. 

He proceeds to undceeive 2 Philo- 

thea, being made ſenſible by many con 

vincing reaſens that ſhe was obliged to. 
receive the Croſs without any con- 
' ditions, reply d in theſe terms... | 


XII. theſe Saints of both Sexes,. 
which you, my Lord, have. 
named to me, are Souls which you. 
enrich'd with your peculiar Grace to 
follow you, with a Miraculous Re- 


ſignation, and embrace their heavy - 


Croſs with an admirable prompti- 
tude, and courage. But the World 
is thinly ſtor'd with ſuch Examples, 
and Ia poor, weak, and diſtreſſed 
Sinner, dare not raile my confidence 
ſo high as to expect ſuch ſignal fa- 
vours at your hands. : 

For this reaſon, ſince it is my re- 
ſolution to ſerve you with an un- 
tainted conſtancy ; and love von 
with a fidelity which nothing ſhall 

| L 3 be 
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de able to divert; I deſired to put 


my ſtrength in ballance with the 
. Croſs, and lay it upon my ſhoulders 
in ſucha faſhion, asI might zealous- 
ly follow you, but without 1D It 
cannotbe denied that he will Travel 
better who carries a light burthen, 
than he who is loaded with one ſo 
great, as he muſt neceſſarily either 
fink under its weight, or quit both it, 
and the way. together. 
How benighted, Philotbea, with 
errour, is thy underſtanding, re- 


ply'd the Divine Majeſty ! How little 


do'{t thou comprehend of the way of 
the Croſs ! After ſo many inſtru- 
ctions as I've given thee, thy Rea- 
fon is as Blind as ever. Have I not 
told thee that the Croſs is not mea- 
ſur'd by the greatneſs of its Bulk, 
but by the greatneſs of My Grace? 
Art thou not yet convinc d, that 

Mountain is of leſs weight to him wh 

loves much, then a ſtraw, to another 
whoſe love is Cold? Have not told 
thee, that the outward heavineſs, is 
increas'd, or diminiſh'd in proportion 


to the inward virtue, that deads or. 


en- 
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enliven's it? Do'ſt thou not ſee the: , 
ſevereſt penitents give daily demon- 
{trations, of a new increaſe of joy; 
and the leſs auſtere, ſink more, and 
more, under the weight of their own 
ſadneſs ? See ſt thou not thoſe that 
are unclad, and moſt expoſed to the 
extremities of heat and cold, under 
their heavy Croſſes, take every ſtep 
with more vigour, and activity, than 
others that are warmly cloath'd ? Is 
there any cheat in this, to make thee - 
doubt its truth? If thou'lt credit thy 
Eyes for thy own ſake, why willt 
thou not believe them for mine ? 
Thou art conrinc'd when thy Eyes 
tell thee, that the Penitents, are all 
o're bath'd in their own Sweat, from 
whence thou draw'ſt arguments in 
behalf of thy ſenſitive inclination ; 
and why art thou invincibly bent to 
disbelieve what thou ſee'{t, when thy 
Eyes aſſure thee that the moſt rigid 
Penitents expreſs no ſigns of any 
Grief, or Affliction? And why are 

not thy arguments rather deduced 
from this head in Fayour of Reaſon 
and My Croſs ? . 
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But, if neither the Examples which 


I've alledg'd, nor your own Eyes, 
will convince you; believe at leaſt, 
what Im about to ſay. Thou ex- 
cuſeſt thy ſelf, Philothea, under the 
pretence that thou'lt follow Me more 


readily without a Croſs, than with 


one; and I've ſufficiently manifeſted 
the impoſſibility of thy deſign ; ſince 
none can follow .Me, who keep not 
my precepts, and to do this, is to fol- 
low Me with a Croſs. To this, thou 
add'ſt a deſire of accomodating thy 


Crols to thy forces, pretending that 


by this means it will become more 
ſupportable; and that a Croſs choſen 
by th; ſelf, having the conditions 
granted thee which thou haſt deman- 
ded, will enable thee to follow me 


with more Zeal and diltgenee, than 


one laid on thee by my hands, and is 
of the proportion of thoſe carried by 
others with the particular aſſiſtance 
of My Grace. 

I paſs in filence, Philothea, the juſt 
complaint I cou'd make againſt thee, 
for being ſo diffident of Me; and 


ſuſpecting that wou'd not be ſo 2 7 | 
| 3 2 
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4 greater load than thou 225 9 
£ 155 3 tho” T often repeated, tha 

m faithful to my word, and will 
never conſent that any one ſhall be 


Tempted beyond his ſtren gth. 


omit to tell thee, how deeply 


reſent thy diſtruſt of me in a chin 


on the burthen to th 
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that 1 know not 1 1 = 
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Philothea, that he who laid down his 


Ute for thy a wou d not 
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226 4 Pilgrimage to the | 
that thoſe who follow'd Me had the 
peculiar Aﬀiſtance of My Grace 


Thou might ſt well know, Philorhes, 


that my Grace is neither weak'nd 
nor grown Old with time ; that it is 
never waning to thoſe who ſeek Me, 
and much leſs to thoſe whom I My 

felf ſearch after, as Idid thee ; and 
it is, apparent that whatſoever I do, 
and have done for thee, is an effect 
of My peculiar Grace; and therefore 
that to throw the blame upon 97 
Grace, is to excuſe thy weakneß, 


and increaſe BY fault by. endeavou- 
ring to diminiſh'it. _ -_ 4 


ut III forgive all this, provided 


thou doſt not wilfully ſhut thy Eyes 


to my following diſcourſe,” which. 
ſhall be ſo evident as to convince any 
thing but a perverſe underſtanding. 
Tell Me, Phil hes ; if thou deſign- 
eſt to follow Me, with an intent ne- 
ver to abandon Me; what will ſooner 
make this reſolution, the following 
Me with thy Croſs, or with mine ? 
Undoubtedly, with thine ; for if thy 
Croſs is thy /elf-will, and to forſale 
Me is the fame as adbering to thy Mil; 
FED nn 44 > 
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it 15 very certain that thow art, and 


willt be in ſo much a readyer diſpoſi- 


tion to leave Me, the more thou art 
led by thy own will to follow Me. 


On the contrary, if in-following 


Me, thou obey'ſt »y will without 
diſpute, thou lt ſerve Me with a reſo- 
lution the more unchangeable, the 
ſtronger thy endeavours. are to com- 


ply with my will. If the taſts offuch. 


as abſtain, only to humour themſelves, 
is unprofitable, becauſe they are in- 
ſpired by their capricious Fancy; 
haſt thou any reaſon to deſire my 
approbation of thy Croſs, and au- 
thoriſe thy adhering to it thro a fan- 
cyful inſtinct of thy own will, ſince 


an action of that nature cannot poſ- 


ſibly avail thee any thing? 
if thou'lt only carry a Croſs of 2 
chuſing, and when, how, as little time, 
and of what weight thou pleaſeſt ; in 
this deſire thou haſt of the Croſs, 
where, OPhilot bea, where is that which. 
ought to Crucify thy Will? How doſt 


thou follow Me with a Croſs, when 


all thy Croſs is to obey thy own will, 
and fancy ? For to carry itonly when,, 


Don 
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bow, and upon what account thou:plea- 
ſeſt, is to contemn, and trample it 
under foot; or, at leaſt, to be wed- 
ded to thy will under the falſe notion 
of a Croſs, which, in reality, is to 
thwart My Will, as much as lies in 
«1 on | RS 

To conclude, the ſame means 
thou uſeſt to make a Croſs, deſtroys 
it; for whilſt thou art buſied in for- 
ming a Croſs of pleaſures, and eaſe, 
inſtead of reſtraining thy appetite 
the better to love Me, thou giy ſt it 
an unbridled liberty, to engage thy 
affections faſter to the World. The 
ſame path that, to thy appearance, 
conducts to me, leads thee nearer to 


thy ſelf, and when thou ſeem'ſt to be 


within the reach of a Crown, thou 
ſlandeſt upon the brink. of a Precipice. 
Thou'rt alſo deceiv d, Philothea, to 


| think. that thy Croſs will tye thee. 


more inſeparably to Me, then mine, 


which thou conceiv'ſt will over match; 


thy ſtrength. Firſt; by reaſon that 
thou not only, not follow'ſt Me with 
thy Croſs, as Tye already. ſaid, but 
chou endeavour'ſt. moſt inhumanly to 

| 1 
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perſecute, and Crucify Me ; for by 
declining my will, thine is nouriſh'd, 
and tormented with a head ftrong ob- 
ſtinacy, in oppoſition to mine. Se- 
condly, becauſe Im the way, the truth, 
and the life; whence tis evident, that, 
if thou takeſt not n Croſs, thou 
walk'ſt not in my way; without which 
tis impoſſible to arrive at thy jour- 
ney's end, Truth, and Life everlaſting. 
Thirdly, - becauſe tis a great miſtake 
of thine, to imagine thou' lt go with 
leſs trouble, having a moderate Croſs 
of thy own, than a more weighty 
one from me: for thine will keep 
thee in thy evil courſes. 
If 5the greater Croſs, Philothea, is 
the greater Perfection, who'll border 
moſt upon evil, he who's advanc'd 
to a high degree of ſanctity, or he 
who ſtands on the Jer ſteps of Vir- 
tue? If the way of Sin is contrary 
to that of Virtue ; will not he ly moſt 
expoſed tothe aſſaults of Vice whom 
a Cold and: imperfect love of whats 
good makes halt, as twere, between 
one and tother? If to inſiſt in my 
toot-ſteps. with a Croſs, of what fize 
and 
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and proportion ſoever I ſhall think 
fit to give it, is to obey my Will; 
who approaches nigher to me and 
virtue, he who embraces my com- 
mands, or he who withdraws him- 
ſelf from them, becauſe the Croſs 
ſuits not with his humour ? 

> Tell me, abuſed Philothea, who 
fltands cloſer to the brink of prohibi- 
ted Delights, he who contains him- 
ſelf within the bounds of what's = 
mitted, or he who avoids even that, 
to the end he may not be induced 
to intrench upon what 1s ill, and 
forbidden? Who is in greater dan- 
ger of doing what is bad, he who, 
in obedience to my Wl, reſolutely 
purſues the way of Holineſs, or, he 
who, in obedience to his _——_ ; 
lets his paſſions run away with him, 
in a full career from what is Good, 
88 him into an abyſs of 

iſeries? 

Which of the two, in thy opinion 
will ſooneſt reach the end of the 
race; he who walks nimbly, or he 
who moves with a tortoiſe pace? 
Who's moſt likely to win the * 

2 
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the valiant Who contends for it with 
much ſtrength and vigor, or he who 
has neither courage nor ſtrength? 

Who's fitter for & combat, he whoa. 
by frequent trials is N a Maſter 
in the, Profeſſion, and all oc= 
caſions, has been Invinci le; or he 
who never enter d the Liſts, or very 
ſeldom has been crown d with Suc- 
ceſs? Who, in all N will 
behave himſelf with moſt valour, 
the Nice and 1 . the Strong 
and Hardy? He who, through fear, 
turns his back upon a. difficult enter- 

riſe, or he — 5 4 often toibd and 
weat in the maſt hazardous at- 
tempts 9 

Who, Plilathes, is moſt advancd 
in virtue, he who lives in the midſt 
of Pains, and Tribulations, to ſu- 
ſtain which with a victorious pa- 
tience for my ſake, is his ordi 
practiſe ; or he who yields himſelf 

up to the ſoft dalliances of effemi- 
nate pleaſures, (tho he does not ex- 
ceed the limits of what's. permitted) 
which commonly foment and cheriſh. 
many vitious Inclinations ? Is de 
8 t 
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that City, more able to hold out, a 
which is fortify d with a ſtrong Gar- 
riſon to defend its Walls, then that 
which has neither Walls nor Men? 
Ist not certain, that the further 
aà Man is from Evil, the more ſecure 
and firm he is in Virtue ? Ist not 
evident, that opportunity betrays 
the Soul to Sin? and is't not clear, 
that delights, ev'n thoſe that are per- 
mitted, do dull, and obſcure the 
P.caſon, and blow the fire of Appe- 
dite? | 3 | 
If Adam, your firſt Parent, whom 
_ Tendow'd with Science, Grace, and 
an Abſolute Power over all Crea- 
tures, as well as himſelf, con'd not 
preſerve that Empire amongſt the 
Felicities of . Paradiſe '; nor Solomon, 
that miracle of Wiſdom, defend him- 
ſelf from being wounded by the 
charms of Women; and, on the other 
ſide, if Fob was as invincible on his' 
unguarded dung-hill, as if he had 
been inviron'd with impregnable in- 
trenchments; who is there that trem- 
bles not at the bewitching allure-' 
ments of Pleaſure, and runs not 8 4 | 
44 2 : 
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the encounter of Trouble and AMi- 
&ion ? DONT | 

But to the end thou may'ſt ſee the 
little reaſon that accompanies th 
Diſcourſe, and thy endeavours either 
to fetter my Croſs with certain limits 
and reſtraints ; or to make one after 
thy own fancy, through an opinion 
that thou canſt carry it with greater 
facility than mine: I'll take fo much 
compaſſion of thee, as to undeceive 
thy erroneous underſtanding, mak- 
ing the thread of my Diſcourſe, run 
gradually through I thy conditions, 
and convincing them, ſeverally, of 
Unreaſonableneſs ; and out of far- 
ther tenderneſs to the nicety of thy 
diſpoſition, I'll make it plainly ap- 
pear that thou contradicteſt thy own 
deſires, and utterly deſtroyeſt thy 
own pretenfions, with what thou 
askeſt of me. 


CHAP: 
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© CHAP. XXVI. 


Our Saviour declares, with what preju- 
dice to her ſelf Philothea 2 to 
lay the Croſs on her ſhoulders with 

ber own Hands, and accommodate it 
to her own Mind. 


"Hou art convinc'd, Philothea, 
purſu'd our Saviour, to under- 
take the Croſs; and thou art allo per- 
ſuaded that the way is not ſo unplea- 
ſant as it firſt appear'd to thee. Yet 
thou ſayſt that thou'lt follow me 
with a Croſs, only on condition that 
I permit thee to make it ſuitably to 
thy will and pleaſure, to let thee 
falkion it to thy humour, and put 
thy ſtrength in ballance with it, ere 
thou undertakeſt the carriage of it. 
Beſides this, thou woud'ſt have it 
ſhort of continuance, and not diſtaſt- 
ful; not made of Iron, nor any mate- 
rial that is not glorious to the eye, 
and conſpicuous to thoſe who are di- 
ſtant from it; and that thou may'ſt 
have the liberty to reſt thy ſelf, and 


lay 
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lay it down whenſoever thou art ſen- 
ſible of any weary ſomneſs. A 
Now, my deſign is to convince 
thee, that, if thy intention is to fol- 
low me with a Croſs, as T've heard 
thee affirm ; thou utterly deſtroyeſt 
thy reſolution by capitulating with 
me about it. | 
To. effect this, I'll not avail my 
ſelf of - the Diſcourſe in which I've 
already made appear that to follow 
me on this manner is neither to fol- 
low me with, nor on a Crofs, but to 
do thy pleaſure upon my Croſs, and 
to baniſh my will from thine, The 
Crols that js govern'd by ty proper 
Vill, and fancy is thy Crols, and not 
mine; and a Croſs animated by Sei 
will, has 3 greater ſhare of Humour, 
than of the Croſs. - 1 
I paſs by theſe remonſtrances, Phi- 
lothea, and taking in my way each 
of thy Articles, às they lie in order, 
L will diſcover the cheat that lurks 
under thy deſire to be thy own ab- 
ſolute Miſtreſs, in the way of the. 
Croſs, framing one that better re- 
liſkes with thy palate : which pls 
Fo N Y 
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ly (how ſpecious ſoever thy preten- 
ces are) is nothing but a new Inven- 
tion to get looſe both from my 
Croſs and Me. 
In the firſt place, Philotbea, thou 
haſt a mind to carry the Croſs ac- 
cording to thy Fancy, and ſo as may 
be moſt eaſie to thee ; but all that 
ſeems to thee conducing to that end, 
is a means very prejudicial and de- 
ſtructive to it. Ot) 
If the End is to carry the Croſs, 
and the Croſs is to ſufter Pains and 
Diſpleaſures fer my ſake ; doſt thou 
ever ſet a foot forward in this way, 


fo long as thou followeſt the ſugge- 


{tions of thy will and humonr ? And if 
the end of carrying the Crofs is to 
raiſe thy heart-to Me, by mortifying 
thy humour and ſenſual gut; ist not 
certain that the gratifying thy humour, 
ruins that very Croſs of which thou 

art in ſearch : | 
III ſuſtain, ſay'ſt thou, the bur- 
then of the Croſs, but ſo as ſhall be 
agreeable to my humour. Can there be 
a propoſal more oppoſite to the way 
of the Croſs? Agreeable to thy _— ! 
| 5 
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this Language, Philothea, is wholly 
| Senſei, he way of the Croſs is al. 
together Spiritual. | 
Purſueſt thou the way of the 
Croſs, and yet art guided by thy 
Appetite and Humour? The per- 
fect followers of my Croſs have 
made the Sen ſitive Man, ſubmit to 
Reaſon, which prompts them to de- 
fire that which is juſt; their endea- 
vour is to baniſh, from themſelves, all 
corrupt inclinations, and ſuch as are 
prejudicial ' to à perfect reſignation 
to my Will. _ | 
Wilt thou charge thy ſhoulder 
with a Croſs Philothea ? Thou'rt mi- 
ſtaken, thou muſt not crucify th 
Shoulders, but thy Appetite; thou 3 
nail thy humour to the Croſs, if 
thou'dſt truly ſuit it to thy humour. 
Did 1 lay the Croſs on my own 
ſhoulders ? Did I fit it to my humour, 
or had I any hand in the faſhionin 
of it? Was it not made by my mol 
cruel Enemies ? Yes, Philothea, the 
enrag'd phrenſy of a malitious rab- 
ble, ſet on, and encouraged by Mon- 
ſters of humane nature, oppreſs d 


Me 
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Me with a Heavy Crofs : My mor- 
tal Enemies made it, and not only 
did ſo, but fore d it upon me. From 
my Nativity till my Death, I never 
eratify/d'my himour,. but obey d m 
Fathers Will. My Pains, and Affli- 
Crions, Philot bea, were faſhion d by 
te command of another. 
A I ſpiritual life, admits not any 
ſuch remiſs word as to mention her 
2 f hag Soul. For . 4 
my pleaſure, or, "tis not my- pleaſure; 
the words proceed from Tov 
nature, and are too prophane-for a 
temple of the Holy Ghioſt, and miſ- 
becoming ſuch à ſacred” Way; for 
chere ought not to be any other 2510 


and pleaſure in the World than e; 


for your will and pleaſure ſnou'd be 
to act according to my advice, and 
in all things to ang with a perfect 
reſignation to what's ordain d and 
commanded by Eternal Wiſdom. 

But, ſuppoſe I ſhou'd permit thee, 
Philothea, to lay the Croſs on thy 
ſhoulders, to thy own fancy; think ſt 
thou, with this, to carry it more at 
thy eaſe? "Tis a groſs miſtake ; believe 
_ me, 
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me, twill make thee ſupport it with 


much greater inquietudes. | 
If thy pleaſure or fancy, is a legiti- 


mate Child of thy ſenſiti ve appetite, and 
thy appetite 15 naturally inconſtant, va- 
rious, And unquiet : I ask what effects 
will the Child of ſo unfortunate a 
Mother produce? It will ſcarce have 
plac d the Croſs in one poſture, ere 
the ſame inſatiable pleaſure command 
it to be chang'd into another. It will 
no ſooner be laid on one ſhoulder, 
ere it be remov'd to the other; thus 
will the Crofs be in perpetual Mo- 
tion, from this place to that, and 
from one poſture to another; b 
which means it will come to 12 
that neither thou, nor thy refileſs 
pleaſure will frop tillitis quite thrown 
off thy ſhoulders. | | 
And this, Philothea, is very clear, 
for if the Croſs is to do my will, and, 
which is more, to Crucify thy Irrati- 
onal will, which thou deſireſt ſhou d 
be miſtreſs of my Crofs; is t not cer- 
tain thow'lt never reſt till thy ſhoul- 
ders are disburthen'd of it ? Seeing, 
then, thon haſt taken a reſolution to 
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follow Me with a Croſs; tis plain 
thou overthrow'ſt what thou haſt re- 
ſolved by accomodating the Croſs to 


thy humour. | 


_ Self-will, Philothea, is ſo far from 


bringing any content, that it creates 
nothing but diſquiets; and thoſe on- 
ly enjoy a perfect tranquillity who let 

emſelves be govern d by Unpreju- 
diced Reaſon, which is my will. There's 
no repoſe, as I've already ſaid, to be 
expected from a humour ſome will, till 


it has made an unreſerv d ſurrender of 


it to the Divine. So that if thou'lt 
carry the Croſs, thou muſt neceſſa- 
rily, renounce, and diſclaim thy hu- 
mour; and conſent that my will ſhall 
fit at the helm of all thy actions. 
But, of what nature are thoſe other 
words I heard drop fromthy mouth ? 
Ive a mind to carry the Croſs after my 
own faſhion. After thy faſhion, Phi- 
lothea, and not on whatſoever faſhion 
I ſhall pleaſe to give it thee ! Is not 
this to deſtroy the ſubſtance, with the 
manner of it? My Crols, Philothea, is 
not limited to any faſhion; and, if 
it has any, it is, to be deſtitute of A 
io 0 
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So much 'do's' that perſon detract 
from n Croſs, as he adds of his os: 
manner of carrying it. But he who 
is really My Diſciple receiv's it when, 
and on the ſame faſhion that I give 
it him; carries it juſtas Thay it upon 
him; diſputes not about the length, 
breadth, materials or weightine(s of . 
never parts with it till T releaſe him; 
and meaſures out every action of his 
life, by my will and 2 being 
well aſſured, that to humour himſe 
is not to carry My Croſs at all. 


— * a. 


— 


Our Saviour, lays open to Philothea, ö 
the groſs cheat that lies conceal'd in her 
requeſt of a Little Croſs. e. 


HY next Article, Philotbea, ſaid 
our Lord continuing his diſ- 
courſe, is that thy Croſs ſhou d not 
be Great, to the end thou may ſt ſup- 
port it without much trouble; this 
ſhows how forgetful thou art of what 
| 7 TO VE Tve 
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'T'xe repeated to thee ſo often. For 
Te told thee that Croſſes are not 
meaſured, nor weigh d by their bulk, 
and proportion but by the frength, and 
ſuccours which, I give the bearers o 
them: Ask Grace of Me boldly, Philo- 
Thou imagin'ſt, becauſe the Croſs 
is little, and thine, it will be leſs 
weighty than a great one, But thou rt 
couſen d, Philathea.; for, a Croſs of 
Ten Pound weight, choſen by thy 
(elf, is heavier then one of a Thou- 
_ and pound weight from my hand. 
be reaſon is very plain, for thy Croſs 
has nothing of My Aſſiſtance join d 

to it, without which the higheſt 


things are heavy as lead, and, with 


it, the heavieſt are as light as air. 
Haſt thou not abſery'd what cruel 
ſufferings have been undergon by 
many, and ſuffered with a patience 
that made them look on their Affli- 


ctions as trifles below their notice, 


and only. worthy to be deſpiſed? 


See ſt thou not thoſe. Souls WhO 


have made their ewn Croſſes, ſo 
comfortleſs, ſo unable to go _ 
; their 


thea but, by no means, leſſen the Croſs. 
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their weight, that, unleſs they im- 
plore My Mercy, and obtain it, they 
muſt neceflarily Periſh with their 
burthen ? 

At ſuch time as thou haſt beheld 
ſome of my moſt xealous followers, 
carry their weighty Croſſes ofa cloſe 
retirement to ſome ſtrict order, or 
ſtate of life, confined to the Vows 
of Poverty, Obedience, and Cha- 
ſtity ; which are croſſes of no ordi- 

weight; when I ſay thou 
viewd'{t theſe, did there not viſibly 
appear, in their faces, and actions, 
marks of Joy, and an Undiſturb'd 
Serenity of Mind? There are others 
in the World who make themſelves 
Croſſes in their very pleaſures and 
delights, and meet with diſcontent 
where they propoſe to find matter of 
diverſion; ſo that whether they are 
at the Play-houſe, at a Feaſt, or at 
the Courts, or Palaces of Kings, 
they encounter Diſguſts, ſigh at the 
weight of their heavy Croſſes, and 
inwardly groan under the preffure 
of the Afffictions that diſtract their 

EY M2 minds, 
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minds, and leave them without hope 
of Comfort or Relief. PL 
And what's the reaſon of this dif- 


ference, Philothea, but that my Grace 


lends its aſſiſtance to ſome ; on 
whom if I my my Croſs with one 
hand, I help t 
the other ; but - thoſe, who either 
make their Croſſes without my con- 
ſent, or again#t it, I ſuffer to go on 
in their intended courſes, to pant 
under their Sorrows, and lie o'er- 
whelm'd with their burthen? Thoſe 
Croſſes are Inſupportable that are de- 
ſtitute of my Grace, and thoſe that 
are aſſiſted by it, are Light, and of 
very _ carriage. 
But if I ſhou'd give thee liberty, 
Philothea, to meaſure, weigh, and ad- 
juſt the Croſs to thy ſtrength, with- 
out having any hand in it my ſelf, 
art thou not ſenſible, fooliſh Wo- 
man, that thou'lt __ miſtake in 
thy choice of the Croſs, and never 
taſte any true calm or repoſe, until 
thou haſt made an entire ſurrender 
of thy ſelf to My Croſs? "_ if 
(Sp thou 


em to Carry it with 
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little of thy ſelf, . 


thou know'ſt v 
and J penetrate the greateſt Secrets 


that are lock d within thy Breaſt; 


how much better can I judge of th 


ſtrength, than thou? And how much 
more likely art thou to err in taking 
the true dimenſion of thy Forces, 
and in the knowledge of what bur- 
then they can ſuſtain, than I? When 
thy Preſumption bids. thee make æ 
Croſs, thou'lt make one fo big and 
heavy, that when it comes to the. 
teſt, thy forces will fail thee, and 


come far ſhort of performing what 
thou preſumed it thy ſtrength wou'd 
reach to. But, when thou exami- 


neſt thy ſelf with a N „ 


viewing thy ſelf in a weak condi- 
tion, frighten'd with the great odds 


coonceiv'd to be betwixt thy feeble- 


neſs, and ſo great a burthen ; thou 
wilt make a Croſs ſo little, as will 
rather be a Toy to play withal. 

Add to this, that all the time 
thou ſhould'ſt employ in my Ser- 


vice, will be ſpent in fafhioning a 
Craſs to thy unſteady mind; for; 
M. 3 ſince. 
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ſince thou deſireſt that thy will, (a 
changeable and capricious power 
ſhou'd be the overſeer of thy work; 
no Croſs whatſoever will hit thy h- 
mou long; but diſpleaſe thee, either 
becauſe it is too long, or too ſhort, 
too bread, or elſe too narrow. Thou 
wilt always have the Plain in thy 
hand, and be wholly buſied in ſha- 
ving away, or joining to thy Croſs, 
in en and ſweating to no pur- 
poſe. 

5 Laſtly, thou'lt labour in weigh- 
ing thy ſtrength with the Croſs 
thou haſt in hand, till ſuch time 
as all the ſand in thy Glaſs of Life 


will run out in unprofitable 


circle of doing and undoing, likin 
and difiiking, meaſuring and — 
ring : Without advancing a ſtep for- 
ward in thy pretended way of the 

Croſs. | 
It is, moreover, certain that ſince 
the Croſs is to be meaſured by thy 
| weakneſs, thou'lt proportion the 
weight of it to thy capacity ; but, 
npon trial, finding it yet too My 
thou It 
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thou lt fall again to work, plain it 
afreſh, and cut ſo much off as made 
it too weighty : Then, coming to a» 
ſecond proof, and finding thy. 
ſtrength decayed, more muſt be pa- 
red away. Thus, chrough the hour-- 
Is decreaſe of thy vigour, more and 
more of the Croſs will fall under 
the harchet, rather than thou w lt. 
endeavour to exert thy Strength and 
Courage: For, if thou giveſt thy felf 
up to the dominion of th will, thou 
wilt yield to What's facil, Which is 
o remove af trouble, and never 
undertake any thing that is difficult. 
In this manner it will neceffarily- 
come to pals, that by often carting, 
and paring away ; the Croſs will 
| witer be deſtroyed and whittled © 
away to nothing; and thou lt ſhame-- 
fully abandon the enterpriſe thou 
hadſt begun. See ſt thou, Philothen, 
how ruinous thy Mediums are to the 
End thou haſt propoſed? 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


Our Saviour ſbows Philothea how in- 
convenient it x, to deſire a Croſs 
that c no; Large, Ignominious, or of 
what Nature he is pleas d. 


i T HY. third Article, Pbilor bes, (and 
1 tis a Child really born of thy 


. corrupted nature) intimates an un- 


willingneſs to accept of a long Croſs; 
and an earneſt deſire to have it ſhort : 
. becauſe thy intentions are to ſuffer 
but very little, to the end. thy plea- 
ſures may enjoy a longer reign. But 
tell me, if thou undertakeſt the 
Croſs in order to thy own Salva- 
tion, and to follow My Example 
more perfectly; to what purpoſe 
doſt thou beg it ſhou'd be of. jhorr 

continuance ? Peradventure, if it 
muſt be proportioned to thy Good, 


muſt it not alſo be proportion d to 


the term of thy Life? 
Thou would'ſt either have me 


ſhorten thy Life, or the Croſs; : | 


hy nent — 2 2 — hand} hand 
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Lſhorten the Croſs, thou'lt laſe the 
Eternal Happineſs which thou de- 
ſireſt, and is only attainable,through. 
the / aſſiſtance of my Croſs; if I 
ſhorten the number of thy days, 
thou muſt, at the ſame time, part 
with ſo much of thy temporal Plea» 
ſures, of which thou art ſo doatingy - 
ly fond, and for whoſe ſake thou re- 
uſeſt my Croſs. 
I. can never, my Lord, conſent, _ 
ſaid Philothea, to part with a mo- 
ment of my Life; which I rather 
deſire may be protracted to an ex - 
ceeding length; but am very wil 
ling to have ſomething cut awa 
from the Croſs ; yet, if Eternal Lite 


is tied to the Croſs with ſo ſtrict a a 


dependence, as the forfeiture of one : 
is infallibly conſequent to the dimi+ 
niſhing of the other, Im content to 
live with the Croſs, rather than by 
cutting it have all hopes of Eterni- 
ty cut off. | Nan 


Well then, Philos haas, reply d our 
Lord, ſince thou wilt not agree ta 
the ſhortning of thy days ;. it is in- 

M 5 diſpen- 
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diſpenſably neceſſary to future H 
pineſs, that the Crok be of — 
durance with thy life. But ſuppoſe 
it were not; what part of the Croſs 
would'ſt thou have me cut away? 
The beginning, middle, or end of it? 
If the beginning, tis certain thou 
haſt no mind to ſet footing in the 
way of the Croſs, nor ever attempt 
to carry it; and he who never be- 
gins, cann't poſſibly be crown d at 
the end of the race. br. 
I thou would'ſt have a part ta- 
ken from the middle of the Crofs, 
how wilt thou attain the end without 
paſting through the middle? and,con- 
fequently, how wilt thou attain Sal- 
vation if that is wanting ®— 
If from the End? (a time that ex- 
acts thy utmoſt induſtry and endea- 
vour for gaining Heaven, becauſe 
tis the laſt act of thy Soul on Earth) 
thou askeſt thy utter Ruin and Dam 
nation; and whilft thou deſireſt me 
to lop off this part of the Croſs, 
chou beggeſt that I wou d deprive 
- thee- of 2a 'Crown' ; for my Croſs, 
© «91:3 | 7 * Phi- 


4 at plead ſo much _ againſt thy 


| Chaypel of” the Crok: 27 1 
PBilothes, Which in the B 
and Middle ſeems 1 painful, and labo- 
rious, in the End is a Recompence, 
Glory, and a Crown, See then, if 
ay reaſon is not blinded, whilſt 
prompts thee with Arguments, . 


d. 
118 my. Lord, anſwer d Philothea, . 


" this favour, for no other pur- 
pole, but that may not be con- 
Rea d, by the over of your 
Croſs, to throw. it on the ground. 
My  Crols, Philos bes, 92 our 
Lord, is never lay d àſide by rea- 
ſon of its Greatneſs, but oy” when, 
out of a peeviſh ſel-wilfu cel 
carr "ſt it after an awkard fa a 
| en 1, overwhelm'd wr the - 
weight of my end ( Croſs, 9 g 
it after me upon 27 
Heaven 1 it with ſubmi don, 
becauſe I carried it in obedience — 
to Ty, Father's Will; and though it ll 
ſeem d proſtrate, it was exalted, On 
the other ſide, at ſuch. time as thou 
carrieſt My Croß, ſhortn d, made 
lighter, 5 


- ” 
s * tha 
E n . - 
* * * 4 
7 a4. C 


E * 2 
n 


/% i = 6 - 
kh. bs 43+ 
* 21 


zz 


F 2 N 
= - = ts Lat. _—_ 
* . oy 
2 * * 1 2 + a 
oh 5. 1 — 2 


r 
Jn 4 — > 


- — - 
n 
— ; 


* 


272 A Pilgrimage to the 
lighter, and advanced. into tlie air, 


reſting on the ſhoulder of. thy vain- 


glorious will, then my Crols is re- 
ally dragg' d on the Earth. 

What. I've. often faid upon ano- 
ther occaſion, is alſo verify d of the 
Croſs; He who humbles himſelf ſhall 


Neal, and be who exales lf 


ſball be. humbled : For he who ſuſtains 
my Croſs with Humility, though he 


trail it on the ground, ſhall be exal- 


ted in Heaven; and he who bears it 
with pride and vanity, tho' by. car- 


ying it upright” he receives the ac- 
clamations of Men, ſhalt be crufh'd 
into Humility. Suffer me then, Phi- 
lothea, to lay on thy. ſhoulders, a 


Croſs of what length and bulk I 
pleaſe ; if thou intendeſt to ad- 
vantage thy ſelf, or merit by it. 


Thy fourth Article, Philothea, is 
that thy Croſs ſhould neither be of 


Iron, - Lead, or any. baſe and*igno- 
minious Material. And this moſt 


eſſentially contradicts the Nature of 
the. Croſs; for, if my. Croſs im- 


ports nothing but Ignominy, Af- 


FM fronts, 
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fronts, and Diſgraces ; vain are thy 


intentions to carry it without them. 


If my - Croſs is Humility, what 


madneſs ist, Philathea, to. ask that 
it ſhould not be abje& and obſcure ; 
but vainly-glorious ? That Croſs is 


moſt ſplendid. in my Eyes, which 


in thine is dark, and ignominious, 


The Croſs. of Iron is changed to 
Gold with Charity ; and that. of 
Lead, is render d ſparkling like one 
of Diamonds, by haly Patience. 


The Crofs I intend to give thee, 
Philothea, 15: of Mood; the. ſame ma- 
terial with that on which I, ſuffer d, 


and which I purpoſe to faſhion for 
thy beſt advantage. That Croſs is 
moſt acceptable to me, Which I find 
moſt tractable, ind in the working 
ſition. _ „„ eee © won 8 
The Croſſes, Phi lot bea, from whence 
Merit is derived; are neither Cor- 
poreal, nor Material, Its ſaid, that 
good Mater ſbould not hate colour, ſmell, 
or tat; ſuch ought the, Crols.to be 
in a Spiritual Lite ; for he Who car; 
I1ES.. 
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ries it ſhould neither wiſh to have it 
diſplayed in gawdy Colours, that it 
may attract * F Eyes of diſtant Per- 
ſons ; nor deſire the taft of ſelf. 
will; nor the ſmell of Oſtentation, 
and vain Ffteem ; it muſt perfectiy 
reſemble the moſt tranſparent Wa- 
ter, the intention of its bearer be- 
ing no. e to apa he with 
Humility er for m ake, in 
hopes Heaven, but without a ay 
2 of earthly Intereſt or Vai 
0 
E 89 char, Philothea, when you of- 
fer your ſhoulders to receive the. 
Croft, and at the fame time, ſhun 
the Ignominy and Diſgra be of it; | 
nay, deſite it 9 in i Por and 
Vanity ; ; A exprefs vurward 
ble diſpoſition to Pear 
— Croke s but, in reality, want 
chat Love, hat Affection, and that 
"Thich IT ſo earneſtly re- 
commended ; which ought to ani- 
mate,and entiven all Chriſtian Souls 


and which ſweetens the Bucthen of 
the Croſs, © 1 
| 7 
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My Crofs, Philothea, is I ny 
in this Life, but Eternal Glory in 
the next: My Croſs is Pains here, 
but Pleaſures, without end, hereaf- 
ter; My Croſs is Affronts, Perſe- 
cutions, and Calumnies on Earth 
but everlaſting Repoſe, Content, and 
Joy in Heavem NE 
And who art thou, moſt vain Phi- 
lot hen, who pretendeſt to Honour, 
Pomp, and the Applanſer of the 
World, in the very Crofs it ſelf ? 
For what reaſon, vile Wretch, doſt 
thou covet Honour? How haſt thon 


defery'd it? What is thy origin? 
Whence is thy Se: — ne 
thee ſo ambitiouſſy aſpiring ? What 
art thou more than ammarted Clay? 
Is not thy origin very loathſom, 
and thy whole Fabrick a frail ma- 
chine of Duſt? 

Art thou not a Veſſel of impure 
Dirt, and à fruitful Mother of 
Worms, for whom thou wilt one 
day become Food ? Is not thy Life 
hitherto, a Shadow, hardly diſtin- 
guiſhable , and already vaniſh'd ? 


Art 
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Art thou not vanity it ſelf, and in- 


conſiſtency? Glaſs is not ſo frail as 
thou art; a flaſh of Lightning paſ- 
ſes not with more ſwiftneſs than 
the flying Moments of thy Life. 
Like a, fiery: Meteor, for à time 
thou reflecteſt a faint dim Light; 


when, ſuddenly , falling to the 


Earth; it ceaſes any more to ſhine. 

What Honour can Dirt and Cor- 
ruption merit? Whence can it de- 
rive matter for Vanity and Oſten- 


tation? Seekeſt thou for Honour in 


the Croſs? I embrac d Diſhonour, 
Affronts, and Ignominy in Mine; 
thou aimeſt at Greatneſs, Pomp, and 
Hoſannah's. Whether does thy Pride 
whether does thy fooliſh Vanity af+ 


pire ?. 
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| Philothea. offers. ber Reafout »hy fhe 

' demanded an honourable Croſs; our 

Saviour undeceives her, and inſtructs 
her in the inconveniencies of it. 


Du My Lord,  faid Philotbea, 
3 ſince all the World eſteems 
thoſe | highly , Who follow you in 
the way of the Croſs, and that 
every body pays them reſpe& and 
veneration ; I thought that I might 
ſecure. that point of honour to my 
ſelf without committing an Offenes: 
For, it ſeem d to me, that ſince the 
opinion, and reputation of Sancti- 
y which the World beſtow'd on 
them was no prejudice to their Vir- 
tue, I alſo might, inoffenſwely, un- 
dergo the Croſs in the ſame manner; 
and by that means receive the Ho- 
nour, Applauſes, and Reſpect of a 

Saint, during my Life. 
My Servants, Philothea, reply d 
our. Lord, never ſought aſter Ho- 
* | | -"* 
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nour, Favour, or Praiſe ; no, Philo- 
thea, they ſteadily purſued their way, 
guided by their Love of me, who 

was their only object, and encou- 
raged by the aſſured hopes of attai- 
ning the end of their deſires; if the 


World Extelbd their ſtedfaft- zeal, 


aud love of Me, their Praiſes were 
things indifferent to 'em, ſince they 
cou d not contribute to their happi- 
nefs. Thoſe who love with ſince- 
Tity e no other recompenſe for 


their fuffering, but the acquiſition. 


ofcheir beloved obie 


is true, Philorhea, that Virtne is 


generally prais'd, and the moſt wick- 
ed cannot deny it their Eſteem; tho 
tis evident they know not what they 
mean, ſince they contemn thoſe who 
-embrace it, and perfecute, every 
where, the profeſſors of Truth. But 


my Servants undergo their Croſs of 
Contempt, Ignominy, and Perſecution 
without being moved ; for, the love 
of Heaven having gain'd the abſolute 


maſtery, and aſcendent over their 


hearts, they paſs over thoſe difficulties 
| without 
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without trouble ; and the fame rea- 
| = makes them be unconcern'd at 
aiſes of pious, and well diſpoſed 
— They Tee Eternal Happi- 
neſ before 9 they are convinc d 
that it is preferrabl e to all other 
things, and infinitely Amiable, and 
they are aſſur doof attaining it, if they 
love it heartily. 
"Tis thy want of a juſt apprehen- 
fon of future Happineſs, Philothe 
which leads thee me grols, An 
L. ſenſible Errors; thou takeſt th 
ſures of ſanctit from an out- de ap de ap- 
pearance ;. the Praiſes, Enco- 
miums. and Veneration that are paid 
to holy Perſons, are, or 4 to be 
Motives for thee to car Croſs. 
But, know, Philothea, 451 M Ser- 
vants ſtand not in need of Applauſes; 
and know moreover, that the beſt 
way to praiſe them, is to imitate 
their Lives and Virtues ;and the Prai- 
fes that are given them, tends to no 
other purpoſe then to excite, and 
encourage others to become Vir- 
tuous by their Example. 
13 Thoſe 
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_ Thoſe who court worldly Favour, 
and Honours, by attempting hazar- 
dous enterprizes, and expoſing them- 
ſelves. to manifeſt . dangers ; reap 
the fruit of their labour, when they've 
acquired their propoſed Honours, 
ſince they are the end at which their 
endeavours aim d. If thou, Philo- 
thea, undergo'ſt the burthen of the 
Croſs, that is, ſuffer'ſt thy ſelf to be 
calumniated, deſpiſed, ignominiouſly 
treated, and perſecuted in this World 
by the malice of thy Enemies, to 
the end that ſome may Publiſh thy 
Heroick Conſtancy, and wonderful 
Temper, in the mud{f of thy great 
Afflictions; what other reeompenſè 
can ſt thou expect, but thoſe Praiſes 
Which were the but and ſcope of thy 
deſire? My Servants, Philothea, deſ- 
piſe both che Flatteries, and reproa- 
ches of the World; their whole de- 
ſires, and hearts are placed in Hea- 
ven, and Heaven will be the reward 
of their deſires. | 
Thy pretence, Philotbea, of, ha- 
ving thy Croſs without. Ignominy, 


ap- | 
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appearing to be very . Fooliſh, and a 
nifeſt Contradi tion in it ſelf; thy 
Fifth Article, (that it may be Glori- 
ous and Tranſparent to the end it 
may be ſeen from a great diſtance of) 
will be alſo found to be no leſs full of 
Vanity, and Folly. What pretend ſt 
thou from hence, Philothea ? That 
the World ſnou d Honour thee? Thou 
haſt already ſeen the Vanity of that 
pretence. But what, Philothea, do ſt 
thou pretend to? My Lord, ſaid 
ſhe, I pretend only that others ſhouw'd 
follow Me ; to the end the number 
of your Servants may be encreas d. 
At length, Philothea, tis evident, 
reply'd our Saviour, that thou cover ft 
thy Vanity with My Croſs, and un- 
der it conceal'ſt thy Pride. Thou 
haſt not yet begun to follow Me, and 
already deſireſt than others may follow 
thee? thou haſt not yet begun to 
learn, and ſet'{t thou up for a teacher 
of others? Thou haſt not yet laid 
the Croſs on thy ſhoulders, and al- 
ready pretend'ſt thou to have Adorers 
of thy Croſs? Thow'rt not yet become 


a 
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a Diſciple of My. Croſs, and wou ldſt 
dy be eſteem d a Miſtreſs with 
thou haſt learnt. 
Thaw haſt acquired no Virtue, 
and pretend ſt to Applauſes. Doſt 
uſe diſſimulation with Me? Perad- 
venture dont I fee thy true inten- 
tion, or don't I penetrate thy moſt 
ſecret thoughts? Wou'dft thou per- 
ſuade Me that thy real thoughts are 
to encreaſe the number of My Diſ- 
ciples by becoming a Miſtreſs? Be- 
fore thou art profeſt My Diſciple, 
nay. before thou haſt enter d My 
School, pretendeft thou to fet Rules 
to others? Thy Vanity, Philothea, 
prompts thee neither to ſerve nor 
follow Me; but to have others ferve, 
and follow thee ; thou aim'ſt to be 
. but not to have Me Ho- 
our d. | 
And what, vain and Foohfſh Phi- 


lothea, will't thou teach, but Vanity, 


and Folly ? With a Proud, and Glo- 
rious Croſs, pretend ſt thou to teach 
Humility ? With a Croſs of _— 

N wilt 
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wilt thou teach Poverty? with a 
Croſs of Gold wilt thou teach thy 


followers. to deſpiſe Riches? And 
wou dit. thou Triumph before thy 
Victory? Pride and Vanity are Mor- 
tal Enemies to thy Happineſs; they 


are the effects of a miſplaced Affe- 
cition; let Me have thy whole heart, 


if thou willt Triumph for ever. 

In the preſent diſpoſition of thy 
Soul, thou lt teach a moſt lively Hy- 
pocriſy; Sin, and corruption, cloak d 


with an appearance of ſuanctity. 


Thou lt inſtruct thy followers, ſeem- 
ingly to love Me; but, in effect, to 
love Vanity, and Oſtentation. Thou' lt 
bid them ſuffer their Afflictions with 


a pretendedlove. of Me, but in reality 


with a deſign to be prais'd, to be reſ- 
pected, and to be Honour d by others; 
and, what's worſt, Philothea, thou lt 
teach them ſuch a Maſter- piece of 
Diſſimulation, as will turn to thine 
2 their utter and Eternal Confu- 
101i. 0 | WEE | | 
The Croſs, Philothea, which My 
Servants, and Diſciples carry, is not 
| A 
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a ſpecious San#ity, but a-fincere Humi- 


hey, and real Poverty in Spirit. It is 
not encomiums, and applauſes they 
regard, but a true content in mind, 
and a ſolid Joy to behold Eternal Fe- 


licities prepared as a reward for their 
unfeign d, and perfect love of Me. 


Neither is it the loſs of Friends, Re- 


lations, Health, Eſtate, your very 


lives, or what elſe is dear to you, 
and incident to Mankind; no, Phi- 
lot hea, theſe common calamities, are 
not My Croſe, unleſs they are ſuf- 
fer'd for love of Me; but the oyer- 
coming your corrupt nature, Four 
unlawful and inordinate affections to 


the World, and ſubjecting them to 


the principles of ſolid Reaſon, which 
teaches you to chuſe your greateſt 
good, preferrably to all other things. 
That endleſs Happineſs is undoubt- 
edly your greateſt Good, and there- 
fore ought earneſtly to be deſired 
during your whole Life- time; the 
ſeveral ways made uſe of by my 
Servants to gain this victory over 
their depraved Inclinations, and pre- 

ſerving 


OA kd nd, 4 As wa 


Chappel of the Croſs. 265 
ſerving their Reaſon in its full vi- 
gour and power to conduct the 
whole Man, agreeably, yet ſtrong- 
ly, to an end moſt connatural to his 
Being, (the utmoſt Glory, and Feli- 
city of which tis capable) is the 
Croſs which my Servants bear. 


— . 
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"CHAP. XXX 


Our Lord fhews. Philothea, how vai 
ber Arguments are, again daily 
carrying the Croſs. 1 
[ Aſtly, Philothea, ſaid our Saviour 
continuing his Diſcourſe, thou 
deſireſt permiſſion, not to carry thy 
Croſs daily; but to have ſome inter- 
mitting days of reſpite allow'd thee: 
from which ſufficiently appears that 
thy true meaning is, that thy Croſs 
ſhou'd be of ſhort continuance. Tell 
me, abuſed and pretended follower . 
of the Croſs, tell me, if to day thou 
beareſt thy Croſs, and to morrow 
layeſt it aſide how wilt thou reaſ- 
ſume it the next? Who will take it 
een TY 
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up? Not thou, Philothea ; for by 
granting thy depraved inchnations, 
dne days Hberty to withdraw them 


ſelves, from their obedience and 


fubjection to thy Reaſon, thou wilt 


want power to reclaim em the next. 


The more indulgence thou granteſt 
thy irregular Paſſions, the more head- 


ſtrong they grow ; and thy Reaſon 
becomes leß able to govern em. The 
daily ordering my actions, to the at- 


taining thy chief good, firengthens 
thee to continue 8 0 doing; and if 
thou art once enabled to carry thy 
Croſs, (or govern thy actions order- 


Iy towards gaining Heaven) and then 
lay'ft it down, how wilt thou be able 


do carry it, when thou haſt loft part 


of thy vigour? Why wilt chou take 
that up to morrow, which thou haſt 
laid aſide to day? Will that which 
thou quitt ſt to day, becauſe trou- 


bleſom and weighty, be taken up 


to morrow as a thing light, and ea- 
ſy? If by overcoming thy ſelf to 
day, thou art better able to conquer 
thy felf to -morrow, and if one 


Victory is a ſtep to another, tis plain 


that 
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chat thy being overconie to day, fa- 
cilitates thy being overcome the 
next; and that, if thou lay ſt aſide 
the Crofs to day, thou'lt not take it 
up to mortow. | $2 
But, chou wilt ſay, that III ena- 
ble thee to retake thy Croſs; and 
who, ill-adviſed Philothza, told thee; 
that I wou d do thee that Grace and 
Favour ? Who told thee, light and 
inconſtant Woman, that when thou 
abandon ſt thy own. True Intereſt, I 
ſtall continue my repeated Favors ; 
and not rather abandon thee to the 
conſequence. of being govern'd by 

ſeveral Appetites 2% Paſſions ? 


th 
Who told thee, that I ſhou'd always 


have ſuch a careful eye over thy ſin- 
ful courſes, as to lay effectual means 


of thy Converſion and return to 


thy duty, if, by forſaking the Croſs, 
thou alſo forſak ſt me; who, I ſay, 
has aſſured thee of my Aſſiſtance, or 
of any Favour from Me? Me, I lay, 
whom thou haſt ingratefully caſt off, 
whoſe kindneſs thou haſt ſlighted, 
and for whom thou haſt conceiv'd 
An averſion 2 For what Merits of 

a N 2 thine 2 
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"thine ?. What Obligations from thee? 
Or what advantage will ariſe to Me 


from thy being eternally Happy, or 


diſpleaſure from thy being for ever 
Miferable ? Beſides, doſt thou expect 
to have thy Ingratitude, and Crimes 
rewarded with my Favours and 
r 
And art thou ignorant, Philothea, 
that when I ſaid, whoſoever will fol- 
low me, and be my Diſciple, muſt 
| daily take up his Croſs and follow me? 
Si quis vult venire poft me, tollat cru- 
rem ſuam, & ſequatur me, I meant to 
- +4 eee | 
I bid my Diſciples daily take up 
their Croſs, and follow me; and 
thou wou'dſt daily lay it down and 
follow me? | 


Obſerve, Philothea, the changea- 


bleneſs and levity of thy Nature ; 
thou firſt defired'it me to make thee 
A new way to follow me, without a 
Croſs; afterward, thou agreed'it to 
take it up, and, now, thou beg 'ſt leave 
to lay it aſide... es 
I commanded my Diſciples to fol- 
low me daily with a Croſs, and thou 
fic 3% ler 
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endeavour'ſt to withdraw thy felt 
from it. Thou ſeem'{t willing to 


Fella me, but, in effect, thou pro-. 


poſeſt to ſbun me. T have declar d to 
thee, thy Greateſt Good is in Hea- 
ven; thou ſeekeſt for it in the Plea- 
fures of the World. I tell thee, that 


by ordering the actions of thy Life 


to gain thy Supreme Felicity, is the. 
way to Heaven; but thou woud'ſt 
ſo order thy life, as to enjoy the pre- 
ſent. Who but thou, Philot hes, wou d 
nouriſh'an imagination fo far from 
reaſon and difcretion? _ 


- - 


I, my Lord, ſaid Philotbea, diſ- 
courſe like a weak and ignorant Wo- 
man; but you are Infinitely Wiſe. 
Tis Juſt, I confeſs, that we ſhoud 
daily follow you, but what is Juſt, 
ought alſo to be poſſible. Every day 
a Croſs, my Lord? every dey, and 
never be without it? Muſt I every 
day carry my Croſs? My Croſs 
whilft I ſleep 2 My Croſs whilſt T.. 
eat? My Croſs when I riſe? My, 
Croſs when I lie down? My Crols. 
when I ſpeak ? My Croſs whilft 1 
live? and my Crofs when I die? 
| | N 3 Who 
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Who is able to bear, who can away 
with ſuch a perpetual Croſs ? 


Who can away, Pbilothea, reply'd 


our Lord, who can away with ſuch 
a perpetual Croſs? Millions, with 
the Afﬀiſtance'of my Grace, and none 
without it, or of himſelf. Who can 
away with my Croſs, ſay ſt thou? 
Millions of aged Saints, who ſerve 
me in the Secular and Regular Cler- 
gy ; Millions of young Men who 
profeſs religious Lives; Millions of 
young and antient Women,who with 
vigour and courage daily bear their 
Croſs ; and Millions of ſecular Per- 
fons, as well Old as Young, who 
love me preferrably to all worldly 
pleaſure, in the joyful expectation 
of the Eternal Happineſs which I've 
prepared for thoſe who do ſo. 
My Infinite Goodneſs which made 


me become Man to preach Salvation 


to the World; My Doctrine confirm'd 
With u Miracles, the per- 
petual Croſſes that travers d my 
whole Life, were ſuch convincing 
proofs of my Love to Mankind, and 
of my earneſt deſire to render them 
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wore happy have been means where 
ite numbers of Souls have been 
: induc d to abandon all and follow 


me. The lively ſenſe of ſo great 
Mercy, ſuch Grace and — as I 
expre d to Mankind, has wrought 


ſo powerfully upon Multitudes of 


Souls, as to make them undergo 
amazing difficulties for my ſake 
with a moſt invincible Courage; to 


ſacrifice the hole repoſe of their 
lives, and through a Sea of their own | 


Blood poured out in moſt cruel Tor- 
ments, arrive at Eternal Happineſs. 


And. thou. Philothea, ſtandſt immo- | \ 


vable, as a Rock, againſt all the aſ- 
faults of my Tenderneſs and Cle- 
mency, againſt the inviting Exam- 
ples of Millions of happy Souls who 
8 reign with Me, and againſt the 
Motives of thy Jamjeſt . 
which oudly calls upon thee to tale 
up thy Croſs and follow me,through 


the Troubles of this Life, to the en- 


joyment of Everlaſting Pleaſures, 
From what I've faid, thou -may'ſt 
plainly ſee, how my Croſs and Suf- 
ferings, communicate an unconceiv- 

N 4 able 
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able virtue 'to all thoſe who'bear it 
for my fake : Tis alfo evident how. 
the courage with which I ſupported 
innumerableMiſeries,has ſtrengthen d 
others to do the like for love of Me; 
and now tis manifeſt that the love of 
Me, which is derived from the Do- 
&rin which I taught with infinite 


pains, and confirm'd with my Death 


and Paſſion; for the Redemption of 


the World, enables the faithful, chear- 


fully to bear their Croſſes here, moſt 
aſſuredly CEE to be for ever 
happy heremer, © + Sf 
Ihou art miſtaken, therefore, to 


believe that my Croſs is heavy, and 


the carrying of it painful to thoſe who 
love me; for the ardour of their af- 


fection not only makes it light, but 


pleaſant; and tis burthenſom to 
none but thoſe whoſe hearts are too 
ſtrongly bent upon the Delights of 
this World. 4 

Behold, Philothea, with what fa- 
tisfaction they bear their Croſs, who 
have abſolutely diſengaged their af- 
fections from the deluding Pleaſures 
of the Earth? They are convinc d 


of 
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of the truth which I Preach'd, and 
therefore love Me tenderly, with a 
perfect reſignation to my will, and 
entire confidence in the performance 
of what I promis d. Behold how clear 
tis that they take Delight in their 
Croſs, and their ſatisfaction is more 
or leſs, in proportion to their love. 
The Religious Perſon contentedly 
purſuing his way to Heaven, by the 
ſtrict obſervance of thoſe rules to 
which he has engaged himſelf, ren- 
ders his Croſs Eaſy to him. The de- 
vout ſecular Prieſt by living in the 
World to inſtruct others, how to do 
ſo, and, at the ſame time, preſerve - 
their affections entire from worldly | 
engagements, purſues his way to 
Heaven chearſully, and with plea- 
fure overcomes the difficulties which 
his corrupt nature, and the World 
together, oppoſe to his Felicity. 
Having always, preſent to him, a 
clear and convincing Judgment, that 
the Happineſs which his Soul requires 
is only to be found in the enjoyment 
of her Creator, he bends his whole 
endeavours to perſect himſelf and 

N 5 - others ; 
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others for that happy, union... And 
conſider, Philothea, whether theſe, 
and ſuch like Pious Souls, are able or 
not to carry their Croſs daily, ſince, 
by doing fo, they daily increaſe their 
ftrength and ſatisfaction. 
The perfect Obedience which I 
always paid to the will of My Eter- 
nal Father, even to the Death of the 
Croſs, is an Example of conformity 
and fubmiſſion to thoſe Croſſes and 
Troubles which eee humane 
life; and My Servants availing them- 
ſelxes of it, fuffer, with an entire re- 
ſignation, for My Sake, thoſe Ills 
and Miſeries to which Mankind 


(cthro Adams firſt prevarication) is be- 


come. Subject, and which are Vexa- 

tious, and Tormenting to others. 
From hence is evident the advan- 
tage which My Servants have over 
thoſe who are not ſo; for the ills 
which daily happen are Painful, and 
fitting to ſuch. as have no ſhare in 
My Favour, and ee to My Servants. 
Worldlings, with Grief, Trouble and 
Anguiſh, undergotheir Misfortunes; 
aud My Servants with Joy anders 
10 


others with regret daily fu 
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the mary of croſs events, and from 
the true Value of that unchangeable 
Happineſs which they with a juſt 
confidence propoſe to themſelves 
hereafter, and from that knowledg, 
derive freſh Courage to purſue that 
good which they daily, find -to be 
more amiable than others. Thus, 
Philothea, My Servants convert their 
daily Croſſes, into daily Bleſſings, whilſt 

fr theirs, 
but to their utter confuſion. - 


—_——— 
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Philothea argues againſt carrying the . 
Croſs, and pleads in behalf of Lauful 
Pleaſures, affirming it impoſſible that 
they ſnou'd be a Crols. 


A Lord, ſaid Philothea, you 

& have overcome, I yield to ſo 
much reaſon ; Fve no longer any 
power to refilt, lay what Croſs you 
pleaſe upon Me, O Eternal Good; 
but J humbly beſeech you to enligh- 
ten my underſtanding, and explain 
to. 
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to me why my Croſs muſt not be 
made after my own faſhion, but af- 
ter yours: Since tis you who ſaid, 
let every own. take up his o Croſs, 
and follow Me, tollat crucem ſuam. 
If every one mult take up his 0» 
Croſs, tis plain that he muſt not 
take yours, and if his on n tis not yours, 
but ha, and faſhion'd to his oοn li- 
king; ſo that L did not ask amiſs 
when I deſired to- have my Croſs 
faſhion d to my pleaſure, to the end 
I might follow you with it more 
chearfully. < | 
And, again, how ist poſſible that 
there ſhou'd be a Croſs in Pleaſures, 
and in the ordinary actions of ous 
life; and what's more, that you 
ſhau'd'iefteem it yours ? For if pleaſure 
is a Croſs, tis a- delightful one; and 
in ſuch a way, none will refuſe to 
ſellew you; tis that which my heart 
deſires: for me, and others: like my 
ſelf, and which yet you have refu- 
ſed, and reprimanded me far asking 


M. Sh L 

m net ſorry, Philothea,. reply'd 
aur Saviour, to find. yeu more ſub- 
| : a mĩſſive, 
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miſſive, and reſign d to my will; 
give ear then, and be ſtill re- 
tign'd to thoſe truths Pm going to 
communicate to thee: by which 
means, thy doubts will be ſatisfy d, 
thy underſtanding  enlighten'd; and 
thy timerous will enflamed witk a de- 
fire to obey me. bg 

Whoever will follow Me, that is, 
my Doctrine, and Example, muſt 
neceſſarily carry his Croſs, or (Which 
is the ſame thing) muſt overcome 
his corrupt nature, and reduce it to 
terms of being governd by princi- 
ples of unprejudiced Reaſon, which 
teaches him to love his greateſtgood; 


and order all his actions to attain it; 


Since therefore, the pleaſures of the 
World are apt to alienate your heart 
from it, and draw it to themſelves, 


Reaſon tells you that they are Ene- 
mies to your true felicity, and, upon 


that account, to be carefully avoided; 
and, ſince your Proud, Vain; and 
Senſual Inclinations are no leſs obſta- 
eles to your Happineſs, they alſo 


muſt be treated like Foes to your E- 


ternal 
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ternal welfare. This conqueſt over 


your depraved nature, and this Vi- 
ctory over the World, is the Croſs 


which you, Philorhes, and every one 
of My followers muſt carry. | 
d you 


5 


And, tell Me, how wou 
accomodate your Croſs to your par- 
ticular fancy? Or what means can 
you invent to faſhion your Croſs any 
otherwiſe than the nature of the 
thing will allow? Can you beſtow 
your heart upon future Happineſs, and 
at the ſame time, paſſtonately love 


the pleaſures of this World ? Can you 


Vanquiſh the Corruption of your 
nature by Indulgence, and: aban- 
doning your felf wholly to it? Will 


Reafon ever be Miſtreſs of thy actions 


whilſt Pride, Vanity, Paſſion, and 


Folly have the entire Government of 


them? And canſt thou pretend to be 
made partaker of Eternal Beatitude, 
and reign with Me for ever, who 
haſt devoted thy ſelf to the enjoy- 
ment of periſhable Delights, and 
preferr d the preſent ſatisfaction of 


thy unjuſt deſires, to what thy un- 


, prejudiced 
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prejudiced Reaſon, thy true Intereſt, 
and I My ſelf adviſe thee 2 
So, Slave as thou art to thy paſ- 
ſions, go Pbilotbea, true Daughter 
of diſobedient Eve; go and entertain 
thy ſelf with thoſe pleaſures, in which 
thou takeſt ſo . delight; never 
Trouble thy ſelf about ſo flight a thing 
as Heaven, but paſs thy 7 in the 
2 of thoſe worldly felicities, 
of which thou artſo extreamly fond: 
never Croſs thy Inclinations, of what 
nature ſoever they be; never check 
thy Appetite, nor ſet any bounds to 
thy dear liberty, but follow the 
ſtream of thy unlimited defires. Think 
not how. all this will terminate, or 
that thy days on Earth will have an 
end; this thought, Ph:lothea , wou'd 
afflict thee, wou'd ſtrike a damp 
upon thy Spirits in the midſt of all 
thy jollity and pleaſures, and be an 
| inſupportable Croſs to thee ; admit 
not the leaſt reflexion on thy future 
ftate ; ſuch an imagination wou'd in- 
terrupt thy Mirth with Sadneſs and 
Melancholy, thou wou'dſt be diſqui- 
eted at the troubleſome thought of 


carry ing 
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carrying thy Affections which thou 
haſtgotin this World with thee, when 
thou haſt left it for ever. It was toq 
Grievous, too 'Tormenting even Here, 
, to want thy beloved pleaſures for 
the ſhort ſpace of thy liſe ; how de- 
polorable then will thy condition be, 
when thou ſhalt Eternally love thoſe 
once pleaſing objects, which thou ſhalt 
eternally be without, and eternall 
deſire? Why ſhou'd J afflictthee wit 
the knowledg that, tho' t hon cann'ſt 
not forgo loving this World with thy 
wonted affection, tho twill no longer 
have its accuſtom'd charms,nay twill 
appear loathſome and deteſtable, yet, 
ſuch is thy unchangeable ſtate, thou 
muſt neceſſarily carry this Croſs fer 
ever ? 

Pzhilothea, became ſpeechleſs, and 
almoſt ſtupified at this diſcourſe ; and 
wou'd have ſeem'd to be without life, 
if ſome tears which- fell from her 
Eyes had not manifeſted the con- 
trary. | 

Lay down at length, purſued our 
Saviour after a little pauſe, thy un- 
reaſonable pretenſions to have a —_ 
9 ra- 


G *ůͥůusßum GS ²mqmͤ W- a a. EY 


oo WW Xa=> jw tas 1% « tes 


Chappel of. the Crofs. 28 
framed to thy fantaſtick liking, and 
ſee the contradiction that hes in thy 
demand. Thy Humour, Philothea, 
which is a paſſion bred in thy inferi- 
our Appetite, and oppoſite to Rea- 
ſon, is the very evil that muſt, be 
rooted our ; the doing of which for 
My Sake, is the Croſs which thou 
art to carry; how then is it poſſible 
to lead a life according to thy humour, 
when tis thy buſinefs to endeavour 
its utter ſubverſion ? e 

Neither will it ceaſe to be thy Croſs, 
tho' tis not faſhion'd agreeably to thy 
humour; for thy Reafon being con- 
vinced that ſhe muft be for ever mi- 
ſerable, if-ſhe perſiſts to Gratify her 
appetite in its unjuſt demands, which 
are altogether corporeal, and aim no 
higher Ran Senſitive objects, (which 
is an employment unworthy a Spi- 
ritual being, and very unſuitable to 
an Immortal ſubſtance) finds a neceſ- 
ſity to obey My Commands, and 
put a ſtop to ſo dangerous a carreer 
as her humourſom Appetite. wou'd 
run, if left to its liberty. This Croſs, 
therefore is doubly thine, becauſe 

faſhion'd 
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faſhion'd by thy Reaſon, and impo- 


ſed by her upon thy ſenſitive nature. 


nA. XXL 


Philothea rightly apprebends our Savi- 
ours Doctrine, and the reaſon why ſhe 

ought. nat to haves Croſs, according 
to her humour : She asks why Croſſes 


: 


are not equally diſtributed amongſt His 


Servants. - 


DD Hilethes, being in a little time re- 


| cover d out of ber T | 
made this reply. Now, My Lor 
I underſtand the meaning of thoſe 


Words Crucem ſuam, his own Croſs; 


to be far different from my former 
apprehenfion. I ſee, the neceſſi 
for every one to carry his own Croſs 
is as indiſpenſable, as the perverſity 
of every mans nature to be overcome 
is requiſite; the doing which is a 
Croſs peculiar to every Soul. I more- 
over lee, that to attempt a thing 
upon Humour and Fancy, is 8 2 


1 ensrs YC 


is beſt; and that your 
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defiance to Reaſon, which' onght to 
govern the whole Man; chat unpre- 
judic d Reaſon, acts nothinghntwhar 


Commands are 
ſuch rules to live by, as Man hi- 
ſelf wou'd make ice of, if his 


Reaſon were not byaſs d by Paſſion, 


and the depravedneſs of his Senſitive 
N and, laſtly, I ſee, that the 
Croſs which you command us to 
carry, is not 2 burthen arbitrarily im- 
poſed upon Mankind, but a neceſſa- 
ry check to render our Corporeal 


Nature obedient to Reaſon,and con- 


ſequently to your Commands. 
But, my Lord, give me leave to 
ask, how it comes to paſs, in this 
Chriſtian warfare, that croſſes are fo 
unequally diſtributed? Why ſome have 
reat Croſſes, and others little ones? 


'Y by all are not either great or lit- 


tle ? Why they are not all carried 
after the ſame faſhion ? And. why 
you are not pleas'd to make 'em E- 
qual ſince you are not an Accepter 
of Perſons 2? . 8921 


1 
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If you'll take the pains, Phildthea, 
reply'd eur Saviour, to reflect on 


what you ve juſt now ſaid; you'll 


there find an anſwer to your ſfeverat 


Queries. Vou acknowledg that it 


imports every one to carry his Croſs, 
and Verega the perverſity of his 
Nature, which truly implies that 
there are degrees of depravedneſs, in 
each Perſon, which are ta be ma- 
ſter d; whence it comes to paſs, that 
ſome carry greater Croſſes than o- 
thers, that is, meet with greater dif- 
ficulties and oppoſition in themſelves 
to be conquer d than others do; and 
this you call an wnequal diſtribution, 
which is rather moi equal, ſince pro- 


portion'd to the neceſſities of every 


one. The reaſon why they are not 


_ carry'd on the ſame faſhion, is, be- 


cauſe all Perſons take not the ſame 
methods to vanquiſh the Obſtacles 
that interpoſe themſelves; in which, 


the variety of circumſtances creates 
an infinite diverſity in the proper 


means to complete their victory. 
You've lately confeſs'd, that my 
Commands are no other than Prin- 
"SON ciples 
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/ 


: Chappel of the Croſs. 285 


taples of Unprejudiced Reaſon, Dy 
which the Soul may guide her ſelf 
in the way to Heaven, without dan- 

ger of erring ; in this ſenſe you are 
laid to carry my Croſs, and, thus, it. 
is impoſed upon you by my Will: 


But, in reality, it is what your own. 


Reaſon, when calm, ſedate, and un- 
diſturbed by Paſſion, ſees. to be ne- 
ceſſary for her Good, and therefore 
nade choice of by her, as the only 
er means to attain Salvation ; 
ſhe. makes. the application of it 
cc her {elf after ſeveral ways, accor- 
ding to the ſeveral emergencies that 
afiſe, and to what ſhe finds expe- 


_ OT 
© Bar my Lord, ſaid Philathea, is it 
not true that the World ſubſiſts, and 
is govern d according to your Infi- 
nite Wiſdom, by a long Chain of 
Cauſes laid from all Eternity; and 
that nothing is tranſacted in the 
World without your Divine Influ- 
ence 2? So that if we prefer one way 
of ſubduing our vitiated Nature, to 
another, as moſt proper for our pre- 
lent circumſtances, that, too is an 


effect 
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effect of your boundleſs power; and, 
therefore, as the Croffes themſelves 
are your Commands, ſo the Diſtri- 


bution of them is your AR, or the 


Order of Cauſes ſo diſpoſed by you 
as is fit to guide our reaſon to the 
choice of what is beſt. 
-'You ſay right, Philorhea, reply'd 
our Lord, that in fome meaſure thoſe 
actions may paſs under my name, 
which immediatly proceed from 
your on choice; ſo that, although 
your choice is determin d in virtue 
of thoſe means prepared by Ae, yet 
tis your own at, and the diſtribution 
of Croſſes is either caus d by what 
every one judges to be moſt proper 
for himſelf in reſpective circumſtan- 
ces, or the effect of ſome friendly 
advice, to whoſe conduct he has en- 
tirely deliver d himſelf, and pays to 
it a blind obedience. The Partition, 
therefore of Croſſes, and the manner 
of carrying muſt needs be as various, 
as the variety of ſeveral circumſtan- 
Ses. 1 ge * 
Sometimes the Soul is ſo evident- 
I convined that none but GOD 
* ought 
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onght to be the object of her De- 
fires (becauſe in him all poſſible hap- 


_ pineſs is treaſured up, and ſhe was 


made to enjoy that Happineſs )- that 
ſhe with r ure is carried on to the 
contemplation of her future bliſsful 
State; which raiſes her defires of it 
to ſuch a pitch, as the ſtruggles of 
her Body againſt this are too faint, 
and the reſi e, which the World 
oppoſes to her endeavours, are too 
feeble to hinder her purſuit of Hea- 
Of this number, are many Eccle- 
frafticks both Secular and Religious; 
many who lead retired lives, and 
many Lay Perſons, who in the midft 
of fecular Affairs, live diſengaged 
from them; who live in the World, 
untouch'd with its Impurities; who 
live inviron'd on all ſides with Vani- 

ty, yet are not tainted with it; and 
like the Children in the burning 
Furnace, feel not thoſe contagious 
Heats which corrupt tlie reſt of Man- 
kind. And theſe devout Souls, who, 
by ſtrengthning their knowledg of 
Heaven, with that vigour which = 
lt dent 


— 
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dent certainty carries along with it, 
lay a Foundation of ſuch principles 
for action, as ſteadily keeps within 
their view the boundleſs Happineſs 
for which they were created; which 
makes em eagerly preſs forwards by 
ſuch acts of love, as the Body has 
not Power to withſtand. Theſe 
Croſſes, Philot bea, are render d ligit, 
by the Ardour of their Affections 
highten d by the force of Reaſon 
ed with My Holy Spirit. 
There are others whom the paſ- 


ſions. of love, or fear, bring into the 
number of My. followers, 


A Sen- 
ſible and lively repreſentation of the 
pleaſures in Heaven frequently re- 
peated to Chriſtians from their moſt 
early years, agreeably inſinuates it 
ſelf into their imagination; the Hiſ- 


tory of My Death and Paſſion for 


their ſakes, often inculcated to them 
with a paſſianate love of Heaven, and 
of Ale: The terrors of Eternal Mi- 
ſery repreſented in lively colours, 


rouſe many out of their ſinful le- 
thargy, and - fright. them into the 
thoughts of Heaven, and doing ſome- 


thing 


7 er nu 


OS , 099 oo EO — 


chan ef i the Crok. : 30 


| Ars. acuate 
+. pal mY N 5 in 2 different 
rom thoſe e 1 50d de. 
E for the actions of one are ro- 
ted e ne of 1 in 

ez One MOV 

„che . 

Cee vidence; ane is Spiri 
the other, Senſitive, But boch the 
one and che other move to the fame 


End, tho they carry their Crols after 


different faſhions ; the Senſitive 
is the moſt general, becauſe impreſ- 
ſions are eaſieſt made upon Mankind 
thro their ſenſes; 2 * the moſt 


it is che p opereſt, and beſt 


lethod, becauſe . to work upon 
the Mind. The difficulties chat 
Chriſtians meet bre 5 12 7055 
tive way, are caus 
res of the S by 
which they are oftner diſpoſed to 


receive the impreſſions. of Vanity 


and Sin, than. thoſe of Virtue; but 
Hubi, 8 0 force of Naruce, 
My 
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My Servants, by 'Faſting, Praying, 
201 Mortification of the Body, ar 
length overcome the ill propenſion 
of it,and breed in it an Habitual dif- 
ſition to acts of Piety and Virtue. 
The performance of this, is laborious 
and toilſome, and renders their Crols 
heavy ;' but, at the ſame time, they 
are encouraged to continue their en- 
 deavours by a paſſionate affection to 
Me, which ſ/weerens their labour, and 
daily frengthens it ſelf, by a continu'd 
Victory over their Corrupt Inclina- 


tions. 55 6 : 

There are others, Philothes, who, : 

being entangled in worldly affairs, 

have yet the Happineſs to make a * 

Virtue of Neceſſity, by converting i 
v 
by 
m 


their Pains, and Labour, in worldly 
Employments, into acts of Merit, 

by making them inſtruments to im- 

prove their Love of Ae. 
- - By this means, the Day-labourer | 
who undergo's the hardſhips of ex- E 
ceflive- Heats, and Colds, TR a 
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and Diſtreſs, may cultivate in him- 
ſelf an b ee ; if the 
love of Me makes him ſuffer theſe 
difficulties with Patience, which the 
Neceſſity of getting a lively-hood 
your _otherwile. oblige him to en- 


Kings, and Princes, publick Mi- 
niſters, and Magiſtrates, Noblemen, 
the. Married, and the Continent ;- 
are all expoſed, to thoſe Troubles 
which are naturally annex'd to their, 


| ſeveral States and Profeſſions. . If 


Kings with Conrage, Wiſdom, Pie 
Y, — Goodneſs, ſupport the fatigue: 
anxiety which the due Govern- 
ment of their Subjects will draw upon 
them; If the Miniſters, and Magi- 
ſtrates, execute their reſpective Truſts, 
with fidelity, grounded upon, and car- 


71 cn by a real Charity to God, and 


eir Neighbour; if the Noblemen,; 
by Examples of their own, Virtue, 
make their , ank in the World truly 
Eminent and Advantageous to others; 
and if the Married, and Continent. 


O 2 ſuffer 
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with a reſignation Actuated dy My 
Love; they convert their neceſſary 
Troubles, and which are infeparable 
from their ſeveral ftarions, into Crof- 
fes, that will fit and prepate them 
for Eternal Happineſs. And, whit's 
more,their very Recreations and Di- 
vertiſements, are 1 with 
the fame Spirit; their Refreſhments 
in Eating, Drinking, and Sleeping 
hen order d for the neceſſary ſup- 
port of nature, and the better ena- 
ling chem to follow Me) Are Voct- 
tions which concur . the 
kappy Conſummation of rheir Lives. 


And, perhaps, Philorhea, you'll be 
ſurpriſed to know, that tis very pol. 
ſible, that # Servant of mine (who 
leads a quiet, regular, and duly or- 
derd Life towards the attaining his 


bh 


Ultimate Good, may be in a much 
greater Stare of perfection than one 
Who employs himſelf in Severities, 
Mortifications, and Painful Exerc i- 


fes; for, fihce the theafure of per- 
| rl fection 


4 
899 


fection is taken from chegreatnels of 
Charity, it may, fall out very eafily 


tlie many, 'Crofles: that are inciden 


reer 
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chat on ne who . life is Wel I dend \ 
the Conten mplation of Heaven, 

may have ais os his, deſires of it to 

higher Pitch, than he who Toils, And | 

Torments his of that he may re- | 


duce it 0 EPL Qbedience. N 


hp 83938 f thisRe Gbveltt 

ant o ir = 
REA 10 e che cauſe 
17 of Is loſe innumerable 


LIE) 


happy Jun Fj favourable oc- 


rovement of 1 
ca a time: 45 cel N ining Eternal 
Felicit For, ou'd Chriſtian thro |} 
their Love of Me, Patiently. 1 16 095 


to them in their ſeveral N 35 
they wou'd Eſtabliſh in themſelves. 
. Foundation of of, danctity on Which 
the) might ſafely Taile ee hopes 
del + cycrlatily 8 Crown, 
„With which, T've promisdto recom- 
penſe a Faithful Perſeverance. But, 
Hp regarding. thoſe infiniteh valu- 


4 
i 1 3 
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G and not fixing in their hearts 
the Memory i of God, te kind Re- 


E. able hits of chelt 
ate; zd deplete; the 125 wheh 
8 too late td de redeettrd.. 


There dre les who thr un- 


7 the n of Perſecution, 


ronts, Es, or Sicknefs, 
and A cl ena! Farah ps, 
which are g to My Set- 
Vants; ; e befal 


for 
1 50 5 75 ny 


4 5 . 
Aut ove of Me, 30 rings chem 
onlolatioh. 1 A, the: idft of e 


SorrowWs. 


Thee are "Shs Sele of a FEY 
Ede ture; as, when the ot 
CO ſtrong gly ent Witha deſire to con- 


13 Land applies her utmoſt art 
and fores to dane 3 Fantaſms as 


. -ohd h er defites, and create 5 
de alle * to the „ 
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her Medication ; bu teannot chr 
her defign, and, regret finds 
ber thobgts Dry 271d Infiptd.” This 
PHllothes, is 4 Croft that deeply Af 
flies and Troibles ſore Plous Souts, 
chro“ the abündance of their uffection 
to Me; which 1s fo far from being 
leſfend by. their ill ſucceſs, chat in 


Ame they feel K e fn theit 
Hearts, th their inexpreſſ(b it ok c com dre 


. and TatisfaBbt.” 4 


iF hn IT) 2 40 bait 95 


gate the Sonl, by long 


Andcher degres br ing Fo 7 


9000 a Ih. ma e the 
1 95 Rh Are 
bin 5 they Are both” as tg Were, 


on Fire, With Love of Me; which 
makes Wem! ; and pant, ator. 
ſame thenſelyes, in the. e 8 
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ſeveral ways, amongſt My Servants; 
anſwerably to My intention, and their 
good, which, 5 to 15 them to be 
partakers of, Eternal wh by Super- 
natural means, wor — — connatu- 
rally upon them, This amazing 
Myſtery of My Providence will then 
lie open to their view, and ſurpriſe 
them with a pleaſing Aſtoniſhment, 
When. they behold, (without the 
help of Fancy or beating their Brain 
to find out the connexion of things) 
the whole Deſign of Nature, and 
that Infinite Wiſdom who contrived 
it after ſo 4 a r 
when” they ſee 4 1 mt 
from nothing. into à Bod 5 0 

and Clay, animated with an Won 
tal Being, to be the Scope and End 
of this 7 World ordain d 
for their FE lichtful entertainment, 
till t ound be ripen'd for the 
enjoyi 'ment of infinitely. greater Fe- 
licities, and of Eternal continuance; 
and when they behold a7 Nature (of 
which they are the principal part) 
e to its determined Period op 
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an infinite variety of cauſes inſepa- - 


rably link'd together; and themſelves, 
after thoſe bong 1 croſſes which 
they ſuffer'd in their life-time, at re- 
poſe in the happy enjoyment of their 
Creator, whoſe infinite Wiſdom or- 
der'd each circumſtance that condu- 
ced to ſo much Bliſs ; then, then,Ph;- 
lothea, tranſported with unexpreſ- 
ſible Joy and Satisfaction they'll ſing 
for ever, Alleluia, let us praiſe our 
Ommipotent God, becanſe he reigns over [Ek 
us ; bet us rejoyce, and Ghorify God be- 
cauſe theNuptials of the Lamb are approa- 
ched, who redeem'd us with his Blood, and 
4 worthy of all Power, Divinity, Ni, 
dom, Fortitude, Honour, Glory, and 
Benedifion, to all Eternity. Amen. 


The end of the firſ® Book. 
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